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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

	On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the eighty-ninth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and I am very pleased to be able to welcome you all here today. In particular, we are encouraged by the fact that all the annual sessions of the treaty bodies could take place despite the current liquidity situation facing the United Nations. I would like to assure you that the Office and the United Nations, more broadly, did their utmost to ensure that your important work can proceed to the maximum extent possible.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

Let me also use this opportunity to extend congratulations to those of you who have been re-elected to serve on this Committee for another term from January 2025, namely Ms. Dettmeijer-Vermeulen [absent for health reasons], Ms. Haidar El Addal, Ms. Rana and Ms. Stott Despoja.  We look forward to welcoming the Members who were elected and will be joining you in 2025. We count on  your continued commitment and contribution to the promotion and protection of the human rights of women in all their diversity. The multiple challenges that loom over today’s world, in particular conflicts and pushback against women’s rights, highlight the importance of having a strong, productive and independent CEDAW Committee. 

Madame la présidente,

Le Sommet de l’Avenir, événement majeur de l'année aux Nations Unies, s'est déroulé les 22 et 23 septembre au siège de l'ONU à New York. Lors de ce sommet, les chefs d'État et de gouvernement ont adopté un pacte pour l'avenir orienté vers l'action, comprenant un pacte numérique mondial et une déclaration sur les générations futures, qui note qu'aucun des objectifs ne peut être atteint sans la participation et la représentation pleines, sûres, égales et réelles de toutes les femmes dans la vie politique et économique (paragraphe 15, 27 (b) et 40). 

Ces principes sont repris dans le projet de recommandation générale n° 40 de votre Comité sur la représentation égale et inclusive des femmes dans les systèmes de prise de décision, que vous prévoyez d'adopter et de rendre public à la fin de cette session. Je félicite le Comité pour son travail sur cette feuille de route innovante qui fournit des orientations aux États parties et à la communauté internationale pour atteindre la parité dans les systèmes de prise de décision dans la vie politique, publique et économique, ainsi que dans les domaines de la paix et de la sécurité et dans d'autres forums nationaux et internationaux.

À cet égard, je suis encouragé que votre Comité, représenté par la présidente de votre groupe de travail sur la représentation égale et inclusive des femmes dans les systèmes de prise de décision, Nicole Ameline, ait saisi l'occasion de présenter la future recommandation générale n° 40 et de promouvoir ses synergies avec le Pacte pour l'Avenir lors de la réunion annuelle de la plate-forme des femmes dirigeantes de l'Assemblée générale des Nations unies, organisé par le Président de l'Assemblée générale et ONU Femmes le 24 septembre à New York. Elle a également présenté la recommandation lors de l'événement ministériel intitulé « Galvaniser le Pacte pour l'avenir en faveur d'une mise en œuvre féministe de l'Agenda 2030», qui a abouti à l'adoption d'une déclaration finale faisant référence à votre future recommandation générale N° 40.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

As your session opens today, the 57th session of the Human Rights Council enters into its final week. On 25 September, to mark the thirtieth anniversary of the International Year of the Family, the Council held a panel discussion on the implementation of States’ obligations under relevant provisions of international human rights law on the role of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of human rights of its members. As recognized in Human Rights Council resolution 54/17, which mandated the panel discussion, family-oriented policies in the areas of poverty, work family balance and intergenerational issues can contribute to achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls and eliminating all forms of violence, in particular against women and girls. In her opening statement, the Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Nada Al-Nashif, stressed that all families should be spaces where all family members enjoy their human rights and are free from discrimination and violence and where women’s right to equality must be guaranteed. Your former colleague Maya Morsy also delivered an opening statement in her new function as Minister of Social Solidarity of Egypt, presenting family-oriented policies of Egypt.

This year’s annual discussion on the integration of a gender perspective throughout the work of the Human Rights Council and its mechanisms held on 30 September, focused on the theme “Enhancing gender integration in human rights investigations: a victim-centred perspective”. Commissions of Inquiry and Fact-Finding Missions of the Council have significantly enhanced their gender integration efforts in recent years, including through the systematic appointment of gender advisers since 2009, the incorporation of women’s voices from both survivors and women human rights defenders, addressing sexual violence and conducting trauma-informed interviews. However, further progress is needed to address other forms of gender-based violence in addition to sexual violence as well as the root causes of pre-existing gender inequalities and gender-based violence that are often further exacerbated by conflict. The outcome of this panel discussion may also inform the important work of your Committee on inquiries.

The Human Rights Council will also adopt resolutions on the thirtieth anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action, convening a high-level panel discussion including treaty bodies experts to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary at the Council’s 58th session; and on domestic violence, convening a panel discussion and mandating OHCHR to prepare a comprehensive report with specific recommendations on how to address structural and underlying causes and risk factors to prevent domestic violence, in consultation with, inter alia, relevant human rights bodies.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

OHCHR continues to actively support efforts to strengthen the treaty body system, which was the key topic at the 36th Annual Meeting of the Treaty Body Chairpersons in New York in June 2024. The Chairpersons met with the Secretary-General and other senior UN officials, civil society and Member States. The Chairs made marked progress in terms of aligning working methods, and they advocated together for enlarged support for the implementation of the treaty body strengthening process. At a well-attended meeting with Member States, the Chairs called for resources to implement the predictable review schedule and other key strengthening proposals. I understand that colleagues from Section 3 of the Human Rights Treaties Branch will brief you in depth on the outcome of the 36th Annual Chairs Meeting later today, in closed meeting.

The Chairs reiterated the call for resources in their recent statement welcoming the adoption of the Pact for the Future. They stressed the importance for the treaty bodies that the Pact, in paragraph 74 (a) (Action 46), makes references to efficient and effective mandate delivery of the human rights mechanisms and to their adequate, predictable, increased and sustained financing, to enable them to respond to human rights challenges with impartiality, objectivity and non-selectivity.

In that regard, the upcoming General Assembly resolution on the human rights treaty body system will be an important opportunity for Member States to reiterate their commitment to strengthening the treaty bodies by addressing the remaining challenges, including those related to resources.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

To return to where I began, while congratulating the experts who were elected or re-elected, I must note that this is the last session for seven distinguished Committee members, whose terms will come to an end at the end of this year: Nicole Ameline, Marion Bethel, Leticia Bonifaz Alfonzo, Hilary Gbedemah, Dalia Leinarte, Rosario Manalo, and Jie Xia. We owe our deep appreciation to you for your dedicated service and your important contributions to the work of the Committee.

I am aware that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next three weeks, including notably constructive dialogues with eight States parties and the adoption and public launch on 25 October of your draft general recommendation No. 40 on the equal and inclusive participation of women in decision-making systems. I therefore conclude by wishing the Committee a successful and productive session.

Thank you for your attention.
				


3
image1.png
UNITED NATIONS
Y/ HUMAN RIGHTS

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER




