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About ODVV

1. The Organization for Defending Victims of Violence (ODVV) is a non-governmental, non-profit, non-political organization in Special Consultative Status to ECOSOC. ODVV was established in 1988 in Tehran and has been active in the field of human rights and humanitarian activities.

2. ODVV is also associated to the United Nations Department of Global Communications (DGC) and a member of the Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations (CONGO). ODVV has cooperated with international organizations in a variety of issues and has working relations with many NGOs in Iran and around the globe.

3. ODVV is focused on promoting human rights, supporting victims of violence, empowering Iranian civil society, and offering human rights consultations to the Iranian institutions and organizations. ODVV is actively involved in running various human rights education courses, workshops, seminars, and conferences. Other activities include: 
0. Participation in the Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva; 
0. Publication of different books and booklets on human rights such as Rights of the Child, Unilateral Coercive Measures (Economic Sanctions), Human Rights situation in countries, Racism, Racial Discrimination, Islamophobia and Xenophobia; 
0. Publishing Defenders Quarterly (in English), human rights news and developments Weekly (in Farsi), daily updating ODVV websites in English, Farsi and Arabic;
0. Posting Human Rights Council developments for Iranian audience on social media.

Introduction
For more than 40 years, people of Iran have been confronting a series of economic and other sanctions that significantly affect the country's economy, equal and fair access to all human rights and fundamental items, including access to goods, services, and basic infrastructure, pharmaceutical products and food stuff. Unilateral sanctions have led to aggravation of socioeconomic inequalities, seriously affecting vulnerable groups in society, including people with rare or severe diseases, people with disabilities, the elderly, immigrants and refugees, and families headed by women. The adoption of discriminatory practices, through economic, commercial, and financial sanctions, and the imposition of comprehensive unilateral sanctions blocking foreign assets, formal international trade and international financial transactions are significant obstacles to Iranian citizens' equal access to all human rights, including education, health, and development.
Examples of sanctions and discrimination against Iranian citizens' access to human rights (CERD, Article 5)
The Right to Education
1) Unilateral coercive measures (UCM)s have restricted access to scientific resources, affecting Iranian students' and professors' right to education and unequal access to scientific knowledge and information. Due to sanctions, many Iranian professors and students have lost the possibility of publishing their articles in international scientific journals which is considered as a significant discrimination on the grounds of nationality.
2) Unilateral sanctions have prevented university professors and researchers from accessing online academic software.
3) Unilateral sanctions have caused inequality in the presence of Iranian university professors and researchers in online meetings of international organizations, conferences, and educational workshops.
4) Unilateral sanctions caused the reluctance or refusal of academic institutions and international researchers to cooperate with their Iranian counterparts, UCMs have led to the impossibility of paying international aid to Iranian professional associations, ended foreign assistance to educational exchange and research, created travel restrictions for the Iranian academia and students, led to removal of Iranian researchers from the editorial boards abroad, caused Iranian academic articles and summaries to get rejected by foreign magazines and publishers due to nationality and generated obstacles in accessing foreign academic, technological and medical databases and online libraries for Iranian students, experts and researchers.
5) Iranian students who wish to study in foreign universities have faced many discriminations, including restrictions or cancellations of student exchange programs and scholarships and procedural obstacles such as paying fees, receiving education loans and opening or maintaining bank accounts.
6) Unilateral sanctions have limited Iranians' fair and equal access to information and have negatively affected the right to education, scientific freedoms, cultural rights, and the prohibition of discrimination.
Right to Health
7) The right to health is recognized at the national and international level as an individual and social right; people should have access to it without any discrimination. According to international regulations, governments must guarantee citizens the right to health, that is, the States are obliged, under international law, to refrain from violation of the right to health extraterritorially. The obligation applies to all governments equally and without discrimination. The sanctions imposed on Iran have generated many obstacles for guaranteeing the right to health.
8) Unilateral coercive measures have undermined the health infrastructure in Iran and led to the death of Iranian people due to limitation of access to medicine and medical equipment.
9) Restrictions on access to official trade, payment, and delivery channels due to sanctions-related restrictions are one of the reasons for the increase in low quality medical products with devastating consequences for public health, especially among vulnerable populations.
10) Unilateral coercive measures have caused the reluctance of foreign companies to deliver medicines and medical equipment needed by Iranian patients, and this issue causes discrimination in people's access to medical equipment and violation of their right to health.
11) Besides medicine and medical equipment, international companies and suppliers refuse to sell software to Iran which is required to manage and monitor patients’ treatment, such as the software needed to measure the drug dosage for cancer patients.
12) Financial constraints, secondary sanctions, and uncertainty have affected several medical disciplines and sectors in Iran, including nuclear medicine and radio-pharmacy, directly impacting patients receiving such specialized treatments.
13) Iran Radioisotope Company is sanctioned by the US Treasury Department due to its dependence on the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran generating significant obstacles for company in accessing raw materials available abroad, required for the development of radiopharmaceuticals for the treatment of cancer patients in Iran and abroad. The  issue has caused the treatment of cancer patients to be delayed due to the lack of adequate access to the required medical equipment.
14) The outbreak of Covid-19 intensified the adverse effects of unilateral sanctions on health care, with over 131 thousand victims by the end of 2021.
15) Iran produces about 95% of its essential drugs and vaccines to reduce the impact of unilateral sanctions. However, Iranian pharmaceutical companies face difficulties of access to quality raw materials and the increasing costs, while exporting their essential items. 
16) Sanctions create significant challenges in procuring and delivering life-saving drugs and medical equipment produced by foreign companies for treating rare diseases, including certain types of cancer, thalassemia, haemophilia, leukaemia, mania, MS, butterfly disease, and autism. 
The right to development
17) Unilateral coercive measures have increased the cost of development and challenged equal opportunity for development regionally and internationally, they interfere with the capacity of the developing countries to achieve all Sustainable Development Goals.
The Economy
18) The sanctions have limited Iran's access to international financial markets, banned Iran's oil and petrochemical exports and limited the import of required goods.
19) Estimated annual foreign exchange earnings before the imposition of sanctions, was about 66 billion USD  between 2005 and 2011, decreased to 25 billion during 2021-2019, significantly affecting government spending on development and other projects.
20) Unilateral coercive measures affected Iran's economy. Annual GDP growth averaged 4.6 percent between 2000 and 2010, but reduced to 1.7 percent between 2011 and 2015 as unilateral sanctions intensified. GDP grew by 13.6% in 2016, after signing the JCPOA and lifting sanctions and by 3.7% in 2017. Meanwhile, in 2018 and 2019, the economy shrank by 6% and 6.8%, respectively.
21) The cost of the sanctions imposed on Iran in four years reached about 19.1% of the real GDP. Sanctions have affected rural households, heads of households, and residents of border areas more in terms of economic matters.
22) Inflation has also been affected by unilateral sanctions and the devaluation of Iran's currency due to financial restrictions and the blocking of foreign assets.
23) Since the re-imposition of sanctions in 2018, the prices of general goods in Iran have increased by 85%, and food prices have doubled.
24) The imposed commercial and financial restrictions have directly impacted Iran's labour market, especially in sectors directly related to international markets and the lives of Iranians living abroad, who were actively involved in commercial activities.
25) Unilateral economic sanctions have made the lives and livelihoods of vulnerable groups difficult and deprived them of minimum social welfare.
Recommendations:
We draw the attention of the Committee to the remarks made by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Negative Impact of Unilateral Coercive Measures on Human Rights, in paragraph 38 of A/HRC/39/54:
There is a strong legal argument to the effect that sanctions may have a discriminating effect on the basis of the country of residence or nationality of the targeted populations. Discrimination on the basis of nationality or national origin violates, inter alia, article 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and articles 1 and 2 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.

We also draw the attention of the Committee to the numerous Reports and Resolutions of the UN Human Rights Council that criticizes the negative impacts of UCMs on human rights[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Reports:
A/HRC/48/59; A/HRC/48/59/Add.2; A/HRC/45/7; A/HRC/42/46; A/HRC/36/44; A/HRC/33/48; A/HRC/48/59; A/HRC/48/59/Add.2; A/HRC/51/33; A/HRC/51/33/Add.1; A/HRC/54/15
Resolutions: 
A/HRC/RES/24/14; A/HRC/RES/30/2; A/HRC/RES/34/13; A/RES/71/193; A/HRC/RES/46/5; A/HRC/RES/43/15; A/HRC/RES/46/5; A/HRC/RES/49/6; A/HRC/RES/52/13; A/HRC/RES/54/23.] 


We call on the Committee to recommend:
· The sanctioning countries to refrain from violation of the right to health, the right to life, the right to education and the right to development through imposition of UCMs that detrimentally impact the right to health of nationals of sanctioned countries.
· The sanctioned countries on how to address this form of extensive and systemic discrimination based on nationality.
· The international community to take decisive actions to reduce and eliminate this form of global and politically motivated discrimination on the grounds of nationality.
· The United Nations to establish effective mechanisms to address this form of unilateralism and discrimination which is imposed on the people of sanctioned countries beyond the authority of the UN and the international rule of law.
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