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72nd session of the Committee against Torture
Review of the Third Periodic Report of the Republic of Serbia 
on the application of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
Belgrade, 26 November 2021
ADDITIONAL ANSWERS BY THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA TO THE QUESTIONS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE UN COMMITTEE AGAINST TORTURE WHEN CONSIDERING THE THIRD PERIODIC REPORT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA ON THE APPLICATION OF THE CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT
The Republic of Serbia is committed to strengthening a democratic society, which includes, above all, respect for human and minority rights.
According to the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia, generally accepted rules of international law and ratified international treaties form an integral part of the domestic legal order and are directly applicable. The Republic of Serbia is a member of eight basic international treaties in the field of human rights protection and supports the work of United Nations special procedures, which is confirmed by its open invitation to all thematic procedures from 11 October 2005 onward.
In the field of protecting and developing human and minority rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as promoting the rule of law, the Republic of Serbia actively cooperates with the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Council of Europe. As a member of the OSCE, the Republic of Serbia is actively involved in the OSCE human dimension, whereby as a member of the Council of Europe, it has ratified a number of conventions in the field of human and minority rights, including the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 
The Republic of Serbia has the status of candidate for membership in the European Union.  As part of the comprehensive reform that is taking place in this context, special attention is being paid to promoting the rule of law and protecting human rights. The reform refers to changes in the legislative framework in the direction of adopting the best standards and achievements of modern society, but also to the areas of ​​strengthening institutional capacities, media freedom and promotion of human rights in every segment of society.
The Republic of Serbia fully applies the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners and the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment of the United Nations, as they are implemented in domestic legislation as basic principles in the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty.
Effective judicial cooperation in criminal matters is one of the key challenges in efforts taken to prevent and combat criminal activities as effectively as possible. Quality mechanisms for combating these phenomena imply an effective normative and institutional framework. Strengthening the capacity of judicial bodies for law enforcement remains a priority for the Republic of Serbia. 
We would like to highlight that the most significant issue within the reporting period was the amendment of the Criminal Code that came into force on 1 December 2019, according to which a prison sentence for the criminal offense of Ill-treatment and Torture under Article 137, paragraph 3 of the Criminal Code was increased to 2 to 10 years of imprisonment (previously 1 to 8 years), if the act was committed by an official in the performance of his/her duties.
This amendment enabled the mandatory conduct of investigations by prosecutors, while the earlier range of sentences provided for the conduct of investigative actions. This removed the Committee's earlier objections regarding the non-existence of an obligation to investigate such acts, thus increasing a prosecutor's obligation and effectiveness in acting.
Over the course of May this year, the Minister of Justice passed a decision establishing a Working Group for the analysis of the criminal justice system's effectiveness and drafting of the working text of the Law on Amendments to the Criminal Code. At a meeting held on 8 November 2021, members of the Working Group decided, among other things, that the provisions of Articles 136 (Extortion of Confession) and 137 (Ill-treatment and Torture) of the current Criminal Code shall be the subject of analysis and possible amendments in accordance with international legal standards.
Free legal aid law has been adopted in 2018 and entered in to force in October 2019. This law provides for ex lege protection of anyone exercising legal protection from torture without any other conditions.

Over the course of July last year, the National Strategy on the Realisation of the Rights of Victims and Witnesses of Crime for the period 2020-2025 was adopted, providing for the creation of a national network of victim and witness support services during court proceedings. Its adoption was motivated by the need to plan and regulate reform processes aimed at improving the position of victims and witnesses in accordance with European Union standards in a comprehensive and systematic manner, taking into account the need to preserve and improve the achieved level of standards in the normative framework and its aplication.
Recognising previous efforts to improve the position of certain categories of victims through the adoption of special laws and strategic documents, the adoption of this Strategy is the result of a strategic commitment to provide all victims and witnesses of crimes with an adequate level of procedural rights and systematic, professional and available assistance and support, as well as a special level of protection for particularly vulnerable categories of victims.

Implementation of Victims strategy – MoJ has conducted preparatory work regarding necessary legal amendment needed for establishment and functioning of full scale national network of victims support services, in coming month it is planned to amend entire judicial organizational legislation and criminal legislation. Additionally, coordination body charged to overseer this strategy has been formed and has prepared monitoring templates necessary for preparation of first report on implementation.

In reference to compensation to victims of serious crimes

In August 2019, within the project Support to Victims of Crime, the Supreme Court of Cassation, in cooperation with the OSCE mission, prepared a publication Guidelines for Improving Judicial Practice in Proceedings for Compensation to Victims of Serious Crimes in Criminal Proceedings.

This publication was written by the judges of the Supreme Court of Cassation and the Deputy Republic Public Prosecutor, with the aim of deciding on compensation to the victims in the criminal procedure and avoiding their referral to civil proceedings, and therefore, their multiple victimization.

The presentation of this publication throughout Serbia, and the production of an educational film due to the KOVID situation, contributed to the improvement of court practice and to raising the awareness of judges about the importance of victims' right to compensation.

The results are already visible in the court practice, and the courts decide on compensation in criminal proceedings; it is especially important that the prosecutors, when concluding a plea agreement with the defendant, started a new practice which includes the obligation to compensate the victim.

Several good examples are the decision of the Higher Court in Novi Sad, K152/18 of April 28, 2020, which, after the agreement between the defendant and the prosecutor, awarded RSD 1,117,000 to the victim of human trafficking for damages.

In two more decision of the Higher Court in Novi Sad, K 106/19 and K 188/18, both from 2020, the victims were awarded compensation in the amounts of RSD 1,000,000 and RSD 1,500,000 in connection to the criminal offense of murder, as well as compensation for the funeral of the deceased.

The process of harmonising national legal systems with EU standards in the field of procedural guarantees is one of the biggest challenges not only for candidate countries, but also for Member States, having in mind the dynamics of changes and improvements of EU legislation in this area.

The Judicial Academy of the Republic of Serbia, in cooperation with the Council of Europe, has developed the ECHR base of case law, which was improved in cooperation with the UN Office for Human Rights in Serbia to include decisions of the UN Human Rights Committee: CAT, CRS, SRPD, ICCPR, ICERD, CEDAW and CPED. The new application contains decisions made in reference to the Republic of Serbia, so that they can be searched through the applied articles of the Convention or keywords that are implemented so that a link is established between the UN conventions and the ECHR, primarily in reference to the CAT Convention and ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. At the same time, a separate section is established within the application for linking national laws and the UN conventions on the protection of fundamental human rights, so that examples from the practice of committees related to the Republic of Serbia are linked to the articles of national laws, UN conventions and relevant ECHR articles. Further development of these applications is underway in the direction of linking with the base of case law and the base of prosecutorial practice, so that the descriptors related to UN conventions, primarily those related to the Convention against Torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment - The CAT and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights - ICCPR, can link cases from the practice of UN committees and the practice of national courts and prosecutors' offices.

Principles of medical ethics relating to the role of medical staff in protecting prisoners from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment are also incorporated into domestic law.
The Administration for the Enforcement of Penal Sanctions is obliged to register every possible case of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, to immediately establish facts, initiate disciplinary proceedings against an employee without delay and file a criminal complaint with the competent prosecutor's office if there are grounds for suspicion that there are elements of a criminal offense in the conduct of an employee.
The Proposal of the Development Strategy for Execution of Criminal Sanctions until 2027 has been prepared along with an accompanying Action Plan; their adoption is expected by the end of the year.
By analysing the implementation of the Development Strategy and Action Plan for Execution of Criminal Sanctions, as well as the Strategy for Reducing Overcrowding in Institutions for Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions until 2020, the Administration for the Enforcement of Penal Sanctions has determined that results have been achieved in the areas of human rights protection, health care, as well as in introducing new treatment and training programmes for persons deprived of liberty, increasing the number of employees and improving professional capacities.

OVERCROWDING AND BAD MATERIAL CONDITIONS IN PRISONS

Based on the prepared Analysis of the implementation of the Strategy for the Development of the System of Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions until 2020, it has been determined that significant results have been achieved in improving the material conditions in prisons and to resolve overcrowding.

The accommodation conditions for persons deprived of liberty was improved by constructing new facilities, but also by reconstructing existing facilities, in accordance with international standards.

The construction of a new prison in Kragujevac for the accommodation of 500 persons deprived of liberty is in progress, and the completion of works is planned for the 4th quarter of 2022.

In relation to the data on the construction of new facilities for the accommodation of prisoners listed in the RS Report, I would like to inform you that they have all been completed and moved in. I would like to point out that after the construction of a new pavilion in the Penitentiary in Sremska Mitrovica to accommodate 320 convicts, the 4th pavilion was closed and put out of use in accordance with the recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on Torture of the UN Human Rights Council, CPT and NPM. The capacity of this institution is 1,885 places, and currently there are 1,938 people in it, so 53 over capacity. Overcrowding has been reduced by moving people to a new prison in Pancevo, which was built with the aim of relieving the Penitentiary in Sremska Mitrovica in 2018. The preparation of the main design for the construction of another pavilion is in progress.

In the past 2 years, the construction of three new pavilions for the accommodation of convicts, with a total capacity of 664 places, has been completed in the Penitentiary in Požarevac-Zabela. The capacity of this institution is 1,410 places, and the current number is 1,479 people. The main designs for the construction of 2 more pavilions have been completed.

With the construction of a new facility in the District Prison in Leskovac, the capacities in the Penitentiary in Nis have been relieved

In the Penitentiary for Women in Požarevac, the construction of a new facility for the accommodation of convicts with a capacity of 165 places, for the open and semi-open wards of the establishment (2019), has been completed. Also, the design for the construction of a new closed ward facility in this establishment was created for the accommodation of 220 convicts, which will complete the entire reconstruction of this establishment.

The reconstruction of two more blocks for the accommodation of persons deprived of liberty in the District Prison in Belgrade is in progress. So far, 9 blocks have been reconstructed in this establishment, in accordance with international standards. The complete reconstruction will be completed next year. The capacity of this prison is 1,110 places for convicted persons, and the current number is 867, and it has 364 employees.

Investments from previous years and the afore mentioned increase in accommodation capacities provided 11,451 places for accommodation of persons deprived of liberty in 29 penitentiaries. The number of persons deprived of their liberty in prisons is 10,410. The problem is that the capacities are unevenly distributed on the territory of RS. That is why the proposal of the new Strategy for the period 2021-2027 foresees the relocation of the prisons from city centers, considering that it is estimated that due to the existing architectural solutions, an adequate reconstruction cannot be carried out. The construction of 3 new prisons in Subotica, Sombor and Krusevac is planned, for which the Action Plan allocates 50,200,000 euros, as well as the continuation of reconstruction and construction of detention and convict wards in Sremska Mitrovica, Novi Sad, Belgrade, Pozarevac and others. 30,000,700 euros have been allocated for the above-mentioned works.

In addition to infrastructural investments, another significant part of the solution for the problem of overcrowding is the application of early release, conditional release, wider application of measures that are an alternative to detention, above all house arrest, as well as wider application of alternative sanctions:

EARLY RELEASE in 2020 - 163 convicts.

CONDITIONAL RELEASE in 2020 - 1,304 convicts.

IN DETENTION as at 31.12.2020 – 1,959 persons, or 18.6%.

HOUSE ARREST as at 31.12.2020 – 411 persons or 20.1%.

BY APPLYING ALTERNATIVE SANCTIONS, the share of short-term prison sentences was significantly reduced over a 5 year period – the share of sentences up to 1 year was reduced from 19.1% to 12.3%.

STRUCTURE BY SEX, AGE, NATIONALITY AND TYPE OF SANCTIONS

Among the total number of persons deprived of liberty (10,540) as at 31.12.2020 men predominated (10,085, i.e. 95.8%), while the share of women remained low (4.2% and 455, respectively), even in relation to the average values on a European scale. Such a relationship between the representation of males and females in the total prison population has been shown to be stable for years, regularly accompanied by a low detention rate for women. According to the representation of persons over 50 in the total prison population (16.7%), Serbia is in the group of European countries that exceed the general statistical average, and as the share of this category of convicts is constantly growing, this requires consequent adjustment of the criminal sanctions system. Domestic citizens make up 97.1% of the prison population (10,154), while foreigners are represented with 3.7% (386).

Regarding the structure of persons deprived of liberty based on the grounds for the deprivation of liberty, the data of the Administration for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions show that as at 31 December 2020, out of a total of 10,540 persons deprived of liberty, 7,301 (69%) were adults sentenced to prison sentences for a committed crime, and 1,959 (18.6%) were detainees. A total of 639 (6%) were sentenced to medical security measures, 479 persons were serving a prison sentence imposed for a misdemeanor (4.5%). 21 (0.2%) persons were sentenced to serve a sentence in youth detention centers, and 183 persons (1.73%) were sentenced to a corrective measure.

STAFF After the lifting of the employment ban, the Administration adopted the Rulebook on Amendments to the Systematization of Jobs, and the conditions for increasing the number of employees were thus provided. Currently there are 4208 employees. 

In 2019, 119 employees were hired for an indefinite period of time. 

In 2020, 229 employees were hired for an indefinite period of time. 

In 2021, 114 employees were hired for an indefinite period of time. 

Of the larger job postings, the system is currently seeking to hire 172 commanders.

In order to prevent torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, the Center for Training and Vocational Training of the Administration for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions is continuously conducting basic and specialist training. Basic training is regularly conducted for trainees and members of all ranks in the security services. An integral part of the regular training for members of the security services is familiarizing them with international conventions, including the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, as well as with domestic regulations governing this matter. Trainings are conducted for employees in all services.

Annual Report on Implemented Activities in the Center for Training and Vocational Training for 2020:

1.
Over the course of 2020, trainings for 101 employees of the security services were conducted in the Center for Training and Vocational Training.


Annual Report on Implemented Activities in the Center for Training and Vocational Training for 2020:

Trainings were conducted for 328 members of the security service.

In addition to the above, in 2021, trainings were organized for the implementation of the Guidelines on the conduct of employees in cases of allegations of abuse, the Manual for the work of health workers in establishments and the Manual for the implementation of the Istanbul Protocol for Investigation and Documentation of Torture Cases for heads of health services in all establishments for the enforcement of criminal sanctions and training of 70 employees from the treatment service for the implementation of new specialized treatment programs.

It is planned to continue training for employees in the system for the enforcement of criminal sanctions in accordance with the work plan of the Training Center for 2022.

Health care

The Administration for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions has implemented, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health and in accordance with the Strategy for the Development of the System for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions in the Republic of Serbia until 2020, measures and activities aimed at improving health care in prisons. Reconstructions and adaptations of one part of the space intended for the provision of health care in establishments and the complete reconstruction of the Special Prison Hospital in Belgrade have been carried out. The problems that existed in the procurement of medicines and medical equipment were solved in cooperation with the Republic Health Insurance Fund. Trainings were organized for health workers in the system of enforcement of criminal sanctions and the number of health staff is being increased in accordance with the financing possibilities.

In 2019, 29 health workers were hired.

In 2020, 32 health workers were hired.

In 2021, 22 health workers were hired

Within the  Council of Europe’s Action "Enhancing human rights protection for detained and sentenced persons”, a Manual for the Work of Health Workers in Establishments for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions was developed, which enables harmonization of procedures and application of uniform records and protocols in all establishments, which is supported by the information system in this area which will be in use by the end of the year. The manual includes protocols, from the first examination after admission to the examination before discharge from the establishment and contains forms for keeping medical records and other records, including records of injuries. The manual is significant because it contains legal and medical standards regarding the monitoring of specific indicators in prisons, such as: examination after the application of coercive measures, self-harm, suicide attempts, violence between detained and sentenced persons, mental and physical torture, solitary confinement, restraining, etc.

In accordance with the Manual, each injury is ascertained and registered, photographed and recorded by the doctor of the establishment in three documents: medical records, a body diagram sheet and a special register.

The violation report contains all the elements in accordance with the Istanbul Protocol.

The heads of health services in all establishments were trained.

The training also included the implementation of the Istanbul Protocol for the Investigation and Documentation of Torture Cases.

During the COVID-19-pandemic, successful preventive measures helped to prevent the spread of the virus among detained and sentenced persons and employees, and health care was provided at the same level as in civil health. The Administration has established direct cooperation with the Institute of Public Health of Serbia, which has provided all the necessary information on the prevention and protection against the spread of the Coronavirus in the establishments for the enforcement of criminal sanctions. Based on the instructions, the establishments were referred to contact the territorially closest public health institute in order to establish the diagnosis in cases of suspected infection and to provide treatment to detained or sentenced persons or employees.

Since March 2021, the Administration for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions has conducted a survey of persons deprived of their liberty for voluntary vaccination, and every person who has applied has been vaccinated. Until 01.10.2021, 6,671 persons deprived of liberty were vaccinated.

Based on the National Strategy for the Prevention of Drug Abuse for the period    , activities are being undertaken in the Administration for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions to raise the awareness of health workers in prisons and persons deprived of liberty about testing for viral hepatitis B, C, and HIV.

Training programs have been developed to prevent blood-borne diseases and reduce harm to addicts. Training for doctors-trainers for the implementation of these programs is underway, who will conduct these trainings for doctors in the establishments through the Center for Training and Vocational Training of the Administration.

The treatment service implements specialized programs for group work with addicts, for which they have been trained.


The Ministry of Health has developed a draft plan for the prevention and control of viral hepatitis in the RS for the period 2021-2026, which includes prevention, diagnosis, and treatment in prisons.


The Administration for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health, implemented measures and activities in order to further develop the provision of health services in prisons, especially the protection of the mental health of persons deprived of their liberty.

As part of the Council of Europe project "Enhancing human rights protection for detained and sentenced persons", doctors from the Special Prison Hospital participated in workshops with Council of Europe experts and representatives of the Ministry of Health to develop individual treatment and treatment programs for persons deprived of their liberty.

Also, representatives of the Special Prison Hospital participated in the development of the Program on the Protection of Mental Health in the Republic of Serbia for the period 2019-2026.

The provision of psychiatric protection to persons deprived of their liberty is enabled in all establishments. In most establishments, psychiatrists are hired from local health institutions, and in some establishments a psychiatrist is permanently employed. The management is undertaking activities in order to improve psychiatric services in the establishments.

A special ward for acute psychiatry has been reconstructed in the Special Prison Hospital, which is intended for inpatient treatment of convicted persons.

All persons in need of a more long-term psychiatric support are sent to the Special Prison Hospital.

In the forthcoming period, it is necessary to continue working through infrastructural investments on the humanization of the conditions for the serving of prison sentences for persons facing mental disorders, as well as on the development of specialized treatment and treatment programs. The action plan envisages the construction of a Special Prison Hospital for the execution of security measures of mandatory psychiatric treatment and custody in a health care institution, as well as the construction of a new facility for the accommodation of sick persons and persons with mental disorders in the Penitentiary in Nis and the Penitentiary in Pozarevac-Zabela.

PREVENTION OF DEATHS, SUICIDE, VIOLENCE

A manual for the work of health workers in prisons has been developed, which includes a multidisciplinary approach in the part related to the monitoring of specific indicators in prisons, such as:

- prevention of suicide, 

self-harming, 

death cases, 

separations, fixations etc.

The training of the heads of health services in all institutions has been carried out, who will continue the cascade training of the employees in their institution.

TRAININGS IN COOPERATION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TRAININGS WERE CARRIED OUT FOR EMPLOYEES ON THE TOPIC "IMPROVEMENT OF TREATMENT OF CONVICTED PERSONS AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE WORK OF EMPLOYEES IN THE PREVENTION OF SUICIDE AND SELF-INJURY OF DETAINED AND SENTENCED PERSONS”

The identification, assessment, and reduction of the risk of suicide of persons deprived of their liberty is one of the priorities of the health service of the establishments. The first assessment is performed after admission.

If during the first medical examination at the admission of a person deprived of liberty elements are found that indicate a high degree of risk of suicide, the person deprived of liberty should be urgently referred to a specialist psychiatric examination.

Based on the recommendation of the psychiatrist, a person with an increased risk of suicide is referred to the Special Prison Hospital or is under increased supervision of the health service, treatment service and security service.

Expert teams are being formed to monitor cases where there is a potential risk of suicide.

Death cases in establishments

Significant progress has been made in terms of the quality of health care in prisons and training of health workers and in cooperation with the Ministry of Health in terms of priority admissions of persons deprived of liberty for treatment in tertiary health care institutions, as well as in terms of treatment of persons with viral hepatitis, HIV and malignancies, with which detained and convicted persons come to the establishments without having begun treatment at liberty.

In case of death of a person deprived of liberty, an autopsy is mandatory.

The Administration for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions, ie the doctor in the institution, will address the public prosecutor's office that ordered the autopsy and request the submission of a copy of the autopsy report. A copy of the autopsy report must be available to the health service in the institution and the administration of the institution in order to analyze the causes and take possible measures.

In 2020, there were 61 deaths.
VIOLENCE BETWEEN DETAINED AND CONVICTED PERSONS

In 2021, special teaching units for training on the prevention of violence between detained and sentenced persons were introduced, given that the percentage of violence increased, which was caused by the impossibility of exercising extra-institutional rights and canceling visits in a shorter period of time due to preventive measures introduced because of the pandemic.

In line with that, trainings were held for the managers of all establishments in order to regularly monitor and react to the indications of potential violence in the establishments themselves. In each specific case of inter-detainee violence, it must be determined whether there was a mistake in the actions of employees and disciplinary proceedings must accordingly be initiated.

For members of the security service, the teaching unit included dynamic security techniques in the function of preventing violence, especially the development of a relationship of trust with detained and convicted persons. The workshops were interactive, exchanging experiences and examples of good practice with the aim of raising the awareness of employees in this field.

A multidisciplinary approach to this problem has been introduced, given that representatives of the treatment service must be involved in the prevention of violence, applying new treatment programs for perpetrators of violent acts and programs for controlling aggressive behavior.

A system of internal investigation and supervision over the investigation of all cases of mutual violence among persons deprived of their liberty has been established. Guidelines

Сonflicts between detained and sentenced persons per year

2018
679

2019
717

2020
754

USE OF COERCION MEASURES

The following measures was applied in 2020:

 Physical strength: 265, of which 4 excessive,

Separation: 665, of which 1 unfounded,

Rubber baton: 143, of which 3 excessive uses.

Informing the prosecutor’s office on injuries

During 2021, managers were trained to apply the Guidelines for the Conduct of Employees in Establishments for the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions in Cases of Allegations of Abuse, which set out in detail international standards in this area, as well as domestic legislation with detailed procedures in the institution and mandatory elements of gathering appropriate evidence, including detailed doctor's reports, within a short period of 72 hours, if immediately available evidence is not sufficient. Based on the obtained evidence, the managers are obliged to submit a notification to the competent prosecutor's office and to initiate disciplinary proceedings against the employees.

There are currently 22 minors in custody, the procedure is urgent, so the average duration of detention is up to 3 months. In the District Prison in Belgrade, cooperation with the Ministry of Education was established for the continuation of education later in the Youth Correctional Facility, and also physical activity is provided and a permanent child psychiatrist is employed.

The grievance system was introduced in 2006, and since then it has only been improved. There is a two-tier grievance system within the Administration and the right to judicial protection. An enforcement judge was introduced into our legal system in 2014 and regularly visits detainees every 15 days, as well as convicts once every four months. He decides on appeals and requests for judicial protection.

In 2019, a total of 344 complaints of sentenced persons were filed against the violation of their rights in the establishments, of which 4 complaints were related to possible abuse or excessive use of coercion-1 was founded. 189 appeals were lodged against these decisions to the Director of the Administration, none was founded. Of the complaints filed against bodily harm and 52 requests to the enforcement judge related to decisions on appeals and 18 requests related to endangering life or health, none was founded.

In 2020, a total of 389 complaints of sentenced persons were filed against the violation of their rights in the establishments, of which 4 complaints were related to possible abuse or excessive use of coercion, which were rejected. 109 appeals were lodged against these decisions to the Director of the Administration, of which 3 were related to excessive use of coercion and 2 were found to be founded, and 32 requests were filed to the enforcement judge, 16 requests related to endangering life or health. In 2 cases it was determined that they were founded.

SOLITARY CONFINEMENT

Solitary confinement is imposed only for more serious disciplinary offences. The sentenced person has the right to an attorney or legal assistance in the establishment. He has the right to appeal any decisions to the enforcement judge. He is entitled to visits during solitary confinement.

In 2020, out of 3403 disciplinary measures imposed, 168 were conditional solitary confinement, 201 solitary confinement for up to 5 days, 478 solitary confinement for 5 to 10 days, 411 solitary confinement for 10-15 days. 107 appeals were filed with the enforcement judge, 77 were rejected, 14 accepted and sent back for a renewed procedure, and 2 were reversed.
Cooperation with non-governmental organizations.

The Administration continuously cooperates with NGOs that have the right to talk to detained and sentenced persons without the presence of employees and to inspect the official records. Prisons are visited by the Center for Human Rights from Nis (38 visits from 2018 to 2020); Organization for the Protection of People with HIV: 16 visits; Belgrade Center for Human Rights 2 visits (2018-2019), Helsinki Committee for Human Rights 2 visits  2021, World Roma Organization, organizations working with addicts 42 visits since 2018. The management has concluded a memorandum of cooperation with NGOs in post-penal reception.

NPM visits prisons regularly: 2019-16 visits; 2020 - 21 visits; 2021. - 17 visits.

Accommodation capacities in prisons have been increased from 10,300 to 11,450 places, whereby the current number of persons deprived of liberty is 10,410.

The adoption of the Rulebook on Amendments to the Rulebook on Internal Organisation and Systematisation of Work Positions within the Administration for the Enforcement of Penal Sanctions, which entered into force in May 2021, provided conditions for increasing the number of employees in all services within institutions.
The Administration for the Enforcement of Penal Sanctions, with the support of the Council of Europe and the OSCE Mission, has developed Guidelines on the Conduct of Employees in the Event of Allegations of Ill-Treatment and a Handbook for Prison Health Workers.

Successful preventive measures have protected a large number of persons deprived of liberty from COVID 19 infection, whereby the health care provided was of the same quality as in civil health clinics.
Since March 2021, the Administration for the Enforcement of Penal Sanctions has been conducting a survey of persons deprived of liberty who underwent voluntary vaccination; each and every applicant was vaccinated. Until 1 October 2021, 6,671 persons deprived of liberty were vaccinated.

In July 7-16, 2020 in Belgrade, unannounced public protests against the counter COVID-19 measures took place, during which the protestors’ behaviour escalated to extreme and violent behaviour, as they attacked the Police officers that acted as security for the building of the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia with torches, stones and other objects in order to break by force into that building, following which measures and activities were taken in order to restore public peace and order. 95 Police officers were injured in the course of these events, along with 62 participants in the protests. 36 vehicles (of which 17 Police vehicles) were damaged, and 5 Police vehicles were set on fire.

244 persons were apprehended, of which 40 persons for committing criminal acts, and 173 persons based on committing misdemeanours. 89 persons were detained under the Law on Misdemeanours and 31 persons were detained under the Law on Criminal Procedure. It was determined for 31 persons that they were not responsible for any criminal acts or misdemeanours.  Summary procedures were conducted against 93 persons (65 for misdemeanours and 28 for criminal offences).

The Internal Control Sector examined each event and provided reports thereon to the competent Prosecutor’s office. More than 300 official files were drawn up on information collected from Police officers, upon 81 requests to collect information that were provided by the Prosecutor’s Office and 28 requests from the Protector of Citizens. 1 criminal charge was filed against 1 Police officer for the criminal offence of Violent Behaviour, and disciplinary proceedings were initiated against 3 Police officers for grave professional misconduct.

In the reporting period, the Ministry of Interior issued several by-laws aimed at improving the position of persons subject to police powers (including the Methodology for conducting investigations into cases of ill-treatment by the police, the the Rulebook on police powers, the Rulebook on the manner and conditions of appying police powers towards minors, the Rulebook on conditions that must be met by detention facilities, Standard Operating Procedures for Treatment of Victims of Trafficking in Human Beings).
The Methodology for conducting investigations into cases of ill-treatment by the police
In accordance with the activities prescribed by the Action Plan for Negotiating Chapter 23, in cooperation with the OSCE Mission to Serbia, in the first half of 2017 a working group consisting of representatives of the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office and the Ministry of Interior - Internal Control Sector, developed the Methodology to investigate cases of ill-treatment by the police.

The methodology is intended for public prosecutors and police officers and refers to the investigation of cases of alleged ill-treatment by police officers, but its scope can be extended to the investigation of all other cases of ill-treatment, when the alleged perpetrators are officials.

In addition, the Republic Public Prosecutor issued on September 26, 2017. the General Mandatory Instruction on the application of the Methodology for conducting investigations in cases of abuse by the police, according to which all public prosecutors are obliged to act on, in cases related to incidents of ill-treatment by police officers, especially when it comes to criminal acts of obtaining  coerced confessions under Art. 136, of the Criminal Code, and abuse and torture under Art. 137, of the CC, taking the actions and measures provided by the Methodology for conducting investigations in cases of ill-treatment by the police. The Methodology discusses the notion of ill-treatment in accordance with national legislation and international standards, provides guidelines for the analysis and evaluation of the evidence collected, and an overview of the rights of the injured party, and also provides for urgency in action.

During 2018, the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office, in cooperation with the Judicial Academy and the OSCE Mission to Serbia, organized eight trainings for public prosecutors and police officers on the topic of applying the Methodology for conducting investigations into cases of ill-treatment by the police.

The implementation of these activities continued in 2019 by holding a new cycle of trainings organized for public prosecutors and police officers on the topic of applying the Methodology.

However, during 2020 and 2021, due to the Covid-19 virus pandemic, epidemiological measures and recommendations by the Government of the Republic of Serbia regarding the restriction of gatherings, training for public prosecutors has not been organized.

With regard to the conduct of public prosecutor's offices on criminal charges for criminal offenses of obtaining  coerced confessions under Article 136, of the Criminal Code, and ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the Criminal Code, we provide herewith the relevant statistics:

1. In the period from 01/01/2017 through 31/12/2020, criminal charges were filed against 866 police officers and 34 officers of the Administration for the Execution of Criminal Sanctions (a total of 900 persons) in public prosecutor's offices;

2. In the reporting period, motions to indict were filed against a total of 29 persons - 28 police officers and 1 officer of the Administration for the Execution of Criminal Sanctions, as follows:


in 2017 against 7 police officers for the crime of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137,of the CC;


in 2018 against 5 police officers for the crime of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the CC;


in 2019 against 1 police officer for the criminal offense of obtaining  coerced confession under Article 136, of the Criminal Code, against 10 police officers and 1 officer of the Administration for the Execution of Criminal Sanctions, for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the CC;


in 2020 against 5 persons for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the CC.

3. The decision on the rejection of criminal charges was issued for 764 persons, namely 738 police officers and 26 officers of the Administration for the Execution of Criminal Sanctions, as follows:


Against 14 police officers after the application of the institute of postponement of criminal prosecution (the suspect fulfilled the obligation determined by the order of the public prosecutor pursuant to Article 283, of the CPC), namely

-
against 2 persons for the criminal offense of obtaining  coerced confessions from Article 136, of the CC, and

-
12 persons for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the CC;


Against 137 persons because the reported crime is not a criminal offense for which they are prosecuted ex officio, namely:

-
133 police officers - 8 for the criminal offense of obtaining  coerced confession from Article 136, of the Criminal Code, and 125 for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the Criminal Code, and

-
4 officers of the Administration for the Execution of Criminal Sanctions for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the Criminal Code);


Against 14 police officers because the statute of limitations has expired or the crime is covered by amnesty or pardon or there are other circumstances that permanently exclude prosecution, as follows:

-
against 2 persons for the criminal offense of obtaining  coerced confession from Article 136, of the Criminal Code, and

-
12 persons for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the Criminal Code


Against 599 persons, because there are no grounds for suspicion that a criminal offense had been committed for which he is prosecuted ex officio, as follows:

-
577 police officers - 45 persons for the criminal offense of obtaining  coerced confession from Article 136, of the Criminal Code, and 532 persons for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the Criminal Code, and

-
22 officers of the Administration for the Execution of Criminal Sanctions for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the Criminal Code

4. An order was issued to conduct an investigation against 7 persons, namely 7 police officers for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the Criminal Code. An order was issued to suspend the investigation against 2 persons because the act which is the subject of the accusation is not a criminal act, and there are no conditions for the application of security measures.

5. The first instance rulings were passed against 18 persons, namely police officers for the criminal offense of ill-treatment and torture under Article 137, of the CC, of which 15 persons were convicted and 3 persons were acquitted.

Structure of convictions:


1 person was sentenced to imprisonment


A fine was imposed on 1 person


A suspended sentence was imposed on 12 persons


1 person was found guilty and relieved from penalty

No first-instance ruling was passed against the employee of the Administration for the Execution of Criminal Sanctions in the stated period for the aforementioned criminal offenses.

In reference to Article 15 of the Convention, we can point out that the case law considers the inadmissibility of evidence obtained by torture.

As one of the examples, we can cite the decision of the Supreme Court of Cassation on the Request for Protection of Legality, KZZ 620/020 of July 15, 2020, by which the Supreme Court of Cassation overturned the judgments of lower courts and returned the case for retrial because it found that the defendant who was convicted of drug trafficking claimed that he had been abused by the police, which had not been investigated by the competent prosecutor or the court, and which could have affected the legality of the evidence obtained.

There are also two decisions of the Court of Appeals in Niš, Kž1 755/2020 of October 28, 2020 and Kž2279/2017, which rejected the plaintiff's appeals against court decisions, to remove as illegal the evidence obtained by the police by the means of abuse and deception, i.e. not to accept the confessions of the defendants.

In reference to the decisions of the Constitutional Court in which the court refers to international conventions, we emphasize:

Decision Už 171723/017 of 29 November, 2020, accepting the constitutional complaint of several refugees from Afghanistan, represented by the lawyer of the Belgrade Centre for Human Rights.

A violation of the right to freedom of movement, illegal deprivation of liberty as well as the prohibition of torture were established, all related to the forced expulsion of these persons from Serbia.

The non-material damage that the state is obliged to compensate has also been determined.

The applicants relied on violations of the Constitution and the provisions of the ECHR, while the court in its reasoning on pages 12 and 13 referred to the interpretation of the UN Convention against Torture, in particular Articles 1, 2, 13 and 16 of the Convention.

Also, in the decision UŽ 4100/011 from 2013, a violation of Article 25 of the Constitution was established, and the court referred to the relevant provisions of the UN Convention against Torture in this decision on page 12.

Reference to the UN Convention is also in the decision of the Constitutional Court UŽ8791/04 from March 16, 2017.

It is important to say that the Constitutional Court considers the alleged violations by the submitter of the constitutional complaint in the light of the relevant provisions of the Constitution, finding that the violations pointed out under international conventions do not differ in content from the provisions of the Constitution.

Referring to the UN and EU Conventions is the practice of the Constitutional Court. 

A project with Horizontal Facility is underway to help the Constitutional Court publish its decisions in English.

We also consider as important the decision of the Constitutional Court of RS Už1526/2017 of March 04, 2021 adopting the constitutional complaint of the victim of human trafficking and found a violation of Article 26 of the Constitution, Prohibition of slavery and, inter alia, the ineffectiveness of the investigation and the consequent change of legal qualification of the act from human trafficking to a minor offense, illegal solicitation in prostitution. 

This is an important decision because, for the first time, it analyzes the various rights of victims of human trafficking in a very comprehensive way and determines that they have not been respected. 

It is also noticeable that after numerous trainings and publications, the practice of courts in respecting the principle of impunity for victims of human trafficking has improved.

In reference to the ex officio defense counsel's question:

Pursuant to Article 76, paragraph 1 of the CPC, defense counsel are appointed ex officio in order from the list of lawyers submitted by the competent bar association.

Pursuant to the protocol agreed with the bar association, in order to avoid abuses, a call center has been established that functions at the level of the police, the prosecution and the courts. All calls to lawyers are recorded. 

Pursuant to paragraph 2 of the same article, bar associations are obliged to take into account when placing a lawyer on the list that the practical or professional work of the lawyer in the field of criminal law provides a basis for assuming that the defense will be effective.

In reference to the detention of minors:

Pursuant to the provisions of the Law on Juvenile Criminal Offenders, according to Article 67 

the juvenile judge may only exceptionally order that a juvenile be placed in custody, if the purpose for which the detention was ordered cannot be achieved by the measure of temporary accommodation of the juvenile referred to in Article 66, paragraph 1 of this Law. According to Article 66, alternative measures to detention are:

during the preparatory procedure, the juvenile is temporarily placed in a shelter, educational or similar institution, placed under the supervision of a guardianship authority or placed in another family, if this is necessary to separate the juvenile from the environment in which he/she lived or to provide assistance, supervision, protection or accommodation of minors.

Pursuant to Article 67 of this Law, detention is reviewed ex officio every month, as well as at the proposal of the parties.

Detention may not last longer than 4 months for juveniles aged 14 to 16 and longer than 6 months for those up to 18.

Pursuant to Article 68 of the law, a juvenile is detained separately from adults. 

Exceptionally, a juvenile judge may order that a juvenile be detained together with an adult, who would not have a detrimental effect on him/her, otherwise the juvenile's solitude would last longer and leave detrimental consequences for his/her personal development.

We can also add that the Bar Association of Serbia and Vojvodina organizes trainings for lawyers on the topic of torture. Judges as well as forensic experts participate in these trainings as lecturers.

Through budget funds and project assistance provided by the Kingdom of Norway, material conditions within the Ministry of Interior were improved through the adaptation and construction of 81 detention rooms, with a capacity of 157 people within 24 police administrations. 
According to the recommendations of the NPM, the procedure of equipping premises for interrogating persons with audio and video surveillance in all police administrations in the Republic of Serbia has begun.

In the course of 2021, the Republic of Serbia has allocated the means for adaptation of rooms used for hearings that are equipped with audio and video equipment in all of the 27 Regional Police Directorates (33 rooms).

In the Ministry of Interior, 223 rooms are used for detention, for 326 persons. 140 of these rooms, for 231 persons, are in conformity with the standards of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT).

Since 2017, adaptation and construction of 18 rooms for 29 persons have been financed from the budget, and 63 rooms for 128 persons have been adapted in 24 Regional Police Directorates with the assistance of the Kingdom of Norway.

The capacities of the Center for the Protection of Victims of Trafficking in Human Beings have been strengthened, while a shelter for urgent accommodation of women victims of trafficking in human beings has been opened.

The asylum procedure is prescribed by the Law on Asylum and Temporary Protection from 2018, which is harmonized with the EU directives 2011/95, 2013/32, 2013/33 and 2001/55. The decision on the request is made within 3 months at the latest, and within 12 months at the latest. Upon the submitted request, the applicant has the right to appeal to the Commission, which was formed by the Government of the RS, and an administrative dispute may be initiated before the Administrative Court against the final decision of the Commission.

STATISTICS:

	Year
	Submitted  requests
	Adopted requests
	Number of persons

	2019
	251
	13
	17

	2020
	145
	17
	17

	2021
	125
	5
	5



In the period from 2017 to 2021, 4 victims of human trafficking were preliminarily identified in the asylum procedure.

In the period from January 01, 2019 until November 26, 2021, 364 foreigners were forcibly removed.
In cooperation with the FRONTEX agency, the Ministry of Interior is actively working on combating irregular migration on the borders of the Republic of Serbia towards R. Bulgaria and R. N. Macedonia.

Regarding diplomatic guarantees – Serbia has no practice of asking for diplomatic guarantees when acting upon extradition orders. On the other hand, Serbia has accepted all diplomatic guarantees asked by other counties when extraditing to Serbia.

The Strategy for Preventing and Combating Gender-Based Violence against Women and Domestic Violence for the period 2021-2025  was adopted over the course of April 2021. 
In relation to the submitted report, I would like to stress that the Strategy for Prevention and Protection of Children from Violence for 2020-2023 was adopted in May 2020, as was the accompanying AP for 2020 and 2021.
The Strategy for Improving the Position of Persons with Disabilities in RS for 2020-2024 was adopted in 2020. A two-year AP was adopted in 2021.
Furthermore, on 14. October 2021, the Government of the Republic of Serbia adopted a new National War Crimes Prosecution Strategy for the period 2021-2026 with an accompanying action plan.
Preparations have begun for work on the revision of the Prosecutorial Strategy for the Investigation and Prosecution of War Crimes. 
In the period from 20 November 2018 to 1 November 2021, the Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor filed twenty (20) indictments against twenty-one (21) persons. Among the indictments are those related to high-ranking perpetrators and events with hundreds of victims.
The personnel capacities of the Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor have been strengthened in accordance with valid strategic documents. In relation to the reporting period, the Office of War Crimes Prosecutor has four new Deputy Prosecutors. Currently, the OWCP has twelve (12) deputy prosecutors.
With the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus in Serbia and the introduction of measures by the Government, there was a sharp increase in the number of accommodated persons due to restrictions on movement, which led to overcrowding within centres. The key challenge was to ensure a minimum of accommodation standards in the shortest possible time. Within a week, by engaging reserve capacities for accommodation, the population rate was brought to the level of 95%, while additional capacities were provided for a shorter stay in the form of tents in 4 centres. By engaging mobile sanitation facilities, standards regarding access to water and sanitation facilities were provided within the same deadline.
In order to prevent the spread of disease, the Commissariat for Refugees and Migration implements intensive preventive measures. Prescribed instructions intended for both employed persons and accommodated persons that are harmonised with the national algorithm for prevention and treatment in case of infection are being applied. The result of good cooperation and coordination is especially emphasized through the fact that during the emergency situation, no cases of COVID-19 infection was registered in any asylum or reception centre.
In order to prevent and protect accommodated persons from exploitation and abuse, in particular children and other vulnerable categories, the Commissariat for Refugees and Migration of the Republic of Serbia, with the support of UNICEF, developed a Review of measures to preserve the welfare of users, including a Risk Register to map possible risks of exploitation and abuse of beneficiaries, as well as a module that trained trainers can organise for all relevant stakeholders.
Regarding Ajaz case - Following the rendering of decision by UNCAT Office for Human and minority rights, OHCHR representative in Serbia, Ministry of foreign affairs and Ministry of justice held two meeting in order to find ways to follow through the decision of Committee. On these meetings it was decided to organize two trainings for judiciary on topics of extradition, non-refoulment and protection against torture. Following these trainings, we are happy to report that there were four cases, were courts decided not to extradite persons asked by Turkey on the similar charges as mr. Ajaz. Additionally, legal counsel of Mr. Ajaz were informed that they should contact State attorney’s office in order to settle on necessary damages to be paid to Mr. Ajaz. And finally, MFA were informed that Mr. Ajaz is willing to receive visit by Serbian delegation only if his attorneys are present, but unfortunately, they do not feel secure in Turkey and are not willing to be part of such delegation.

Information on the Protector of Citizens of the Republic of Citizens (Ombudsman)

Since 2010 the Protector of Citizens of the Republic of Serbia is part of Global Alliance of the National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) as a NHRI accredited with status A. As it is known, the ‘A’ status accreditation indicates that an NHRI is a credible and independent actor, able to provide reliable and concrete information to international monitoring bodies and to take a critical and thorough look at how its State complies with international human rights obligations. ‘A’ status accreditation means that the NHRI has demonstrated full compliance with the Paris Principles.

In accordance with its status, the Protector of Citizens is using its prerogatives of reporting to Treaty Bodies independently. Respecting the independent status of the institution, the information presented in this document is to serve as an update to the information already provided to the Committee against Torture and holds no judgement to the work of Ombudsman.

GANRI Sub-Committee on Accreditation (SCA) operating under the auspices of the UN Human Rights Office, is responsible for reviewing and accrediting NHRI in compliance with the Paris Principles. In December 2020 GANHRI Subcommittee on Accreditation held an accreditation session with the Protector of Citizens and decided to defer the decision for a year. The review process is very detailed and rigorous and allows no participation or insight of the executive branch. There is no available information on the steps made following this decision. The Delegation trust the GANHRI Bureau to produce a report and publicize the results of the accreditation in the upcoming period.

Meanwhile, the Proposal of the new Law on the Protector of Citizens has been reviewed by SIGMA (OECS and EU joint initiative- Support for Improvement in Governance and Management), passed by the Parliament on 3 November 2021 and entered into force on 16 November 2021. The Protector of Citizens continues to act in a capacity of a National Preventive Mechanism. The new Law contains an Article that does not allow for the budget of the Protector of Citizens to be reduced unless such action is applied to other budget beneficiaries.
Council for monitoring the implementation of UN human rights recommendations

Going through the Second Cycle of the UPR, Serbia accepted recommendation 131.4, which reads: "Consider the establishment of a state body to monitor the implementation of the recommendations of the UN human rights mechanisms." Right after receiving the recommendation, Serbia took steps towards its fulfilment, which in the period between the Second and Third cycles of the UPR resulted in the established and operational mechanism that has already given results regarding the monitoring the implementation of recommendations.

In the period from 2013 to 2014, extensive consultations were conducted on what this mechanism should look like. Apart from the Government, we found it important to include the Parliament, independent bodies, civil society and international organizations in this process, which can contribute to the establishment of a quality and efficient mechanism. From the start, significant support to the whole process was provided by the United Nations Human Rights Team and the OSCE Mission to Serbia.

The result is the establishment of a Government Council which work involves all stakeholders who have participated in the consultation process from the very beginning. Government institutions, Parliament, civil society organizations, independent bodies and others who have recognized the importance of such a body for their own work, because regardless of different roles and competencies, we all have the same goal, which is to improve human rights and their effective protection.

From its establishment until today, the Council has worked based on two key principles: inclusiveness and transparency, and that is something we don’t give up on in the work of the Council.

After a broad consultative process, the Council for Monitoring the Implementation of the Recommendations of the United Nations for Human Rights was officially established by the Decision of the Government of the Republic of Serbia on December 19, 2014. After the formation of the new Government in 2020, with the amendments to the Decision on the establishment of the Council, the continuity of the Council's work remained, the composition of the Council was expanded to members from the Ministry of Family Care and Demography and the Ministry of Youth and Sports. Professional and administrative-technical support to the work of the Council is provided by the Ministry of Human and Minority Rights and Social Dialogue.

The Council has 11 members from the ranks of officials (state secretaries, assistant ministers and executives) from the departments in charge of foreign affairs, internal affairs, justice, education, labour, veterans and social affairs, health, culture and information, state administration and local self-government, European integration, youth and sport and family care. As can be seen from the above, all relevant ministries are involved in the work of the Council, and above all those whose competence covers the largest number of recommendations that we have received from the UN human rights mechanisms. It is chaired by the Minister for Human and Minority Rights and Social Dialogue.

The Council has Rules of Procedure that manages its operations. The Rules of Procedure also define the role of the Secretary of the Council.

In order to better coordinate the activities in the field of monitoring the recommendations and more efficient communication with the Council, contact persons and their deputies have been appointed in all departments in charge of implementing the recommendations. Special attention is paid to strengthening their capacities for monitoring the recommendations and reporting, and the Council is continuously working in this area.

The specific nature of the work of the Council, which is based on the principles of its work, is the fact that from the very beginning the representatives of the Serbian National Assembly were included in the work of the Council, namely the Committee for Human and Minority Rights and Gender Equality. What is important for us is that we had a large number of public discussions in the Parliament at which the results of the reports submitted to the treaty bodies and the UN Human Rights Council were presented, as well as current topics of importance for improving the human rights situation. In this way, full cooperation between the legislative and the executive power has been achieved

Independent bodies have chosen the modality of participation in the work of the Council. It is important for us that they are part of the process of monitoring the recommendations, in the way they have chosen, to attend all sessions of the Council and monitor what is happening in the area of the implementation of recommendations. As national human rights institutions also make recommendations to state institutions, their practice and experience are relevant to the work and activities of the Council. Many of these recommendations also overlap with the recommendations of the UN human rights mechanisms.

With the process transparency, it is possible for civil society organizations to also participate in the work of the Council. So far, 14 civil society organizations have concluded a Memorandum of Cooperation with the Council. However, instead of signing memoranda with individual organizations, we realized that it is much more efficient to establish a mechanism for cooperation with the Council at the level of civil society organizations. The Council supported the establishment of a Platform of Organizations for Cooperation with UN Mechanisms (currently having 17 civil society organizations). The Platform's involvement in the work of this body does not interfere with their independence and ability to have shadow reports submitted to the human rights mechanisms. The Council sees the Platform as a partner for cooperation with the UN human rights mechanisms and continues, together with the UN Human Rights Team in Serbia, to provide support to its work. In order to further strengthen the role of the Platform, the Rules of Procedure of the Council stipulate that this Platform has its two permanent representatives in the Council.

The Council's Rules of Procedure also stipulate that the Council may establish thematic working groups consisting of persons authorized by members of the Council, representatives of the Platform or civil society organizations participating in the work of the Council to support the preparation of reports on UN mechanisms or other issues relevant to human rights.

This is supported by the fact that together with the Platform of Organizations for Cooperation with the UN Mechanisms and UN Women in Serbia, a Public Hearing was organized before the consideration of the Fourth Report on the Implementation of the CEDAW Convention, where for the first time in Serbia, before going to the Committee, shadow reports and state report were discussed. A joint public hearing was also organized after the presentation of Serbia's report within the Third Cycle of the UPR.

The Council also cooperates with the UN Human Rights Team in Serbia, as well as the OSCE Mission to Serbia, which have provided significant support to the work of the Council since its inception. Significant support to the work of the Council was provided by UNICEF and the UN Women Office in Serbia for the recommendations with the focus on children and women.

The tasks of the Council are to consider and monitor the implementation of the recommendations received by the Republic of Serbia in the process of the Universal Periodic Review of the United Nations Human Rights Council and the recommendations of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies; proposes measures for the implementation of the received recommendations; gives opinions on the progress of human rights in the reporting period and provides expert explanations on the state of human rights and the results achieved by implementing the recommendations.

In order to accomplish its tasks, the Council has developed a special Plan for the Implementation of Recommendations, which currently contains 393 received and accepted recommendations of the UN mechanisms for human rights on the implementation of which we are working.

The Rules of Procedure of the Council stipulate that the Council prepares and maintains a Plan for monitoring the implementation of the United Nations recommendations and what it should contain. The plan contains in one place a unified record of all recommendations of the UN human rights mechanisms, activities undertaken to meet them, listing the institutions participating in the implementation, indicators for measuring the degree of fulfilment of recommendations, links to sustainable development goals from the UN Agenda 2030, deadlines for implementing the recommendations, as well as a column for the remarks of civil society organizations that submitted alternative reports (shadow reports) and other relevant stakeholders to the UN human rights mechanisms.

Thematically grouped recommendations into clusters within the Plan should improve the efficiency and quality of periodic reports, and become a good basis for good implementation and creation of priority lists in action.

The specific nature of the Plan is that the results of the fulfilment of recommendations are measured through indicators. The Council and civil society organizations have worked together to develop indicators in the previous period, in order to reach a consensus on what we measure when reporting to United Nations mechanisms.

The Council's recommendations plan contributes not only to more effective reporting to United Nations mechanisms, but also to a better understanding of the human rights situation. Also, it in a way raises the capacity of all participants in the process and provides guidelines in which direction they should act.

Thanks to the developed indicators for monitoring the implementation of recommendations within the third cycle of the UPR, Serbia submitted a voluntary medium-term report to the Human Rights Council in February this year, which ranks it among the countries with good reporting practice. The work on the preparation of this type of report influenced the improvement of cooperation between the competent state bodies and institutions, as well as their cooperation with civil society organizations, which is extremely important for monitoring and fulfilling the received recommendations. The review of the situation in the area of fulfilment of recommendations in the three-year period will facilitate the process of preparation of the final report, which we are obliged to submit to the UN Human Rights Council.

The plan should provide an overview of the recommendations and the status of their implementation at all times, then improve coordination in the process of implementing the recommendations and in the process of preparing periodic reports to UN treaty bodies and improve communication between officials and other relevant stakeholders.

The fact is that the relevant institutions and bodies must clearly define their competencies and thus take full responsibility for fulfilling the specific recommendations, which is a precondition for a positive outcome.

Additional factors that contribute to the effective implementation of the recommendations are the constant updates of the Plan, as new recommendations arrive, and the availability of data on the results of implementation for each phase of the cycle of fulfilling the recommendations.

Work will continue to improve the efficiency of this Plan, through the development of indicators and their inclusion in the database that Serbia plans to take over from the OHCHR and adjust to its needs.

Sharing experiences on this topic is very important for us. In the previous period, cooperation was established with representatives of Finland, Belgium and Austria, and experiences were exc hanged regarding national mechanisms for reporting and monitoring recommendations within the third cycle of the UPR. Also, in 2018, we organized a regional conference in Belgrade, which was attended by representatives of Albania, North Macedonia, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina, with the aim of exchanging good practices and experiences in the process of implementing the recommendations received from UN mechanisms.

Finally, we would like to inform You that our country has started drafting the National Strategy for Monitoring and Improving Human Rights until 2030. We believe that the Council will grow into a national mechanism for monitoring the implementation of this strategy.

Special Hospitals for Psychiatric Illnesses

Concerning point 20, under b) it should be noted here that concerning the above mentioned, in the beginning of June 2021, based on the conclusion of the Republic Expert Commission for Mental Health, this Institution was ordered to undergo the accreditation process and/or to implement the quality standards of the European certified body, which would ensure clear and precise procedures relating to treatment and residential conditions in all the hospitals dedicated to treatment of psychiatric disorders. Further to that request, the Director provided a written reply to the Ministry of Health of the RS, in which he stated that the CPT delegation visited the entire hospital and conducted interviews with patients in all the hospital wards, and that they had not been notified of the concrete case to which the mistreatment was related and that it was not possible for them to determine the hospital ward or the person to which the objection was related, and that the representatives of the delegation did not inform them of that in the course of the final meeting. In the Special Hospital for Psychiatric Disorders “Dr Slavoljub Bakalovic” patients in all the hospital wards were informed and they were enabled to report to hospital ward heads, head nurses of the hospital wards and to other doctors of individual hospital wards each aspect of any mistreatment, along with complaints against the treatment by the medical staff. The Procedure for receipt, examination and resolving of patients’ complaints had been applied in the Hospital, and that Procedure had been provided to and published on all the notice boards of the medical wards and all the staff members and patients had been informed of the actions to be taken under the said procedure. In addition to that, on all the notice boards, as well as in the entrance hall of the Hospital and in the admittance ward, the contact phone number was visibly provided together with the contact details of the Advisor for protection of patients’ rights, as well as of the employee with the Hospital’s Legal Department and of the social worker tasked with acting upon the same. Boxes for patients’ complaints were placed in easily visible places in each one of the hospital wards, and they were available to all the patients and these boxes were opened and read regularly by the hospital ward staff. Further on, there was also the Patients’ Council established in the Hospital that was made up of the representatives of the patients from all the hospital wards, that convened once or twice a month (except during the pandemic), where the patients were enabled to state their objections, observations on and complaints against the work of the hospital staff and to present their other needs. All the hospital staff members were acquainted with the contents of the Law on Protection of Persons with Mental Disorders, as well as with the treatment method of the persons with mental disorders and prohibition of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment and treatment. In the Hospital, in the meetings of Expert Medical Boards, as well as in the course of continuous professional trainings for all the medical staff members, the importance of respecting the rights and of the protection of persons with mental disorders were constantly pointed out, along with the prohibition of patient mistreatment.

Concerning point 26, paragraph 18 under v), the Ministry of Health of the RS requested from the medical institutions to provide updated information on the number and breakdown per sex, age and reasons for restrictive measures and isolation imposed against persons with mental and psychosocial disorders, as well as the number of conducted investigations of the individual cases of application of physical restraining and of the results of the same. The medical institutions provided the requested information for the period from January 1, 2019 until November 16, 2021.

-  Table  1. Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Gornja Toponica” in the course of 2019 took 235 restrictive measures of mechanical restraining (against 45 persons aged up to 35 years, 169 persons aged 35 to 65, and 21 persons older than 65) and/or against 190 persons of the male sex and 45 persons of the female sex; the reason for that was the high risk of suicide and injuring of other patients); in the course of 2020, against 215 persons (71 persons aged up to 35 years, 132 persons aged 35 to 65, 12 persons older than 65 years), and/or against 172 males and 43 females; the reason for that was the same); and in 2021, against 180 persons (against 67 persons aged up to 35 years, 97 persons aged 35 to 65 years, and 16 persons older than 65, and/or 141 males and 39 females; the reason was again the high risk of suicide and injuring of other patients) - Table 1. The said medical institution took no isolation measures and there were no investigations of cases of any physical restraining in the course of the monitoring period.

- Table 1.  Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders Kovin in the course of 2019 took 112 restrictive measures of mechanical restraining (against 47 persons aged up to 35 years, 63 persons aged 35 to 65 years, and against 2 persons older than 65 years, and/or against 71 males and 41 females; the reason was the high risk of suicide and injuring of other patients); in 2020, against 164 persons (against 58 persons aged up to 35 years, 98 persons aged 35 to 65 years, and 8 persons older than 65 years, and/or 114 males and 50 females; the reason was the same); and in 2021, against 113 persons (38 persons aged up to 35 years, 69 persons aged 35 to 65 years, and 6 persons older than 65 years, and/or against 71 males and 42 females; the reasons was again the high risk of suicide and injuring of other patients) - Table 1. The said medical institution took no isolation measures and there were no conducted investigations of cases of any physical restraining in the course of the monitoring period.

- Table 1. Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Dr Slavoljub Bakalovic” Vrsac in the course of 2019 took 31 restrictive measures of mechanical restraining (against 11 persons aged up to 35 years, 18 persons aged 35 to 65 years, and 2 persons older than 65 years, and/or against 28 males and 3 females; the reason: psychomotor unrest); in 2020, such measures were taken against 24 persons (2 persons aged up to 35 years, 20 persons aged 35 to 65 years, and 2 persons older than 65 years, and/or 24 males; the reason: the same); and in the course of 2021, against 22 persons (10 persons aged up to 35 years, 10 persons aged 35 to 65 years and  2 persons older than 65 years, and/or 18 males and 4 females; reason: the same) - Table 1. The said medical institution took no isolation measures and had no conducted investigations of cases of any physical restraining in the course of the monitoring period.

- Table 1. Clinic for psychiatric disorders “Dr Laza Lazarevic” Belgrade in the course of 2019 took 353 restrictive measures of mechanical restraining (against 152 persons aged up to 35 years, against 194 persons aged 35 to 65 years, and against 7 persons older than 65 years, and/or against 248 males and 105 females; the reason: psychomotor agitation, high risk of suicide and risk of injuring of other patients); in 2020 such measures were taken against 324 persons (149 persons aged up to 35 years, 172 persons aged 35 to 65 years and 3 persons older than 65 years, and/or 218 males and 106 females; the reason: the same), and in the course of 2021, against 350 persons (125 persons aged up to 35 years, 222 persons aged 35 to 65 years, and 3 persons older than 65 years, and/or 217 males and 133 females; the reason: the same) – Table 1. The said medical institution took no isolation measures and had no conducted investigations of cases of any physical restraining in the course of the monitoring period.

- Table 1. Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Sveti Vracevi” Novi Knezevac in the course of 2019 took 2 restrictive measures of mechanical restraining (both the persons were aged up to 35 years, and/or both were males; the reason was the high risk of suicide and injuring of other patients), in 2020, against 1 person (aged up to 35 years, a male; the reason was the same) and in 2021 against 2 persons (both the persons were up to 35 years of age and of the female gender; the reason was again the high risk of suicide and injuring of other patients) – Table 1. The said medical institution took no isolation measures and had no conducted investigations of cases of any physical restraining in the course of the monitoring period. - Table 1. In addition to that, the medical institutions were requested to provide the number of persons deprived of liberty (forensic psychiatry) for the period from January 1, 2019 until November 16, 2021.

- Table 2. Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Gornja Toponica” in the course of 2019 admitted the total of 110 persons deprived of liberty; in 2020, 146 persons and in the course of 2021, 137 persons deprived of liberty were admitted.

- Table 2. Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders Kovin in the course of 2019 admitted 7 persons deprived of liberty, in the course of 2020 they admitted 20 persons and in the course of 2021, they admitted the total of 54 persons deprived of liberty.

- Table 2. Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Dr Slavoljub Bakalovic” Vrsac, in the course of 2019 admitted 198 persons deprived of liberty, in the course of 2020 they admitted 183 persons and in 2021 they admitted the total of 183 persons deprived of liberty.

- Table 2. Clinic for psychiatric disorders “Dr Laza Lazarevic” Belgrade does not have the organized forensic psychiatric service (Table 2), but in accordance with the Action Plan for the Program of Mental Health Protection in the Republic of Serbia for the period 2019-2026 has initiated the procedure for organising the operation of such an organisational unit.

Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Sveti Vracevi” Novi Knezevac in 2019 admitted the total of 45 persons deprived of liberty; 46 persons in 2020, and in the course of 2021 this hospital admitted 50 persons deprived of liberty - Table 2.

Concerning point 23, paragraph 13, point c), on the type of rehabilitation program, including the medical and psychological processing of traumas, as well as allocation of adequate means to ensure efficient operation of such programs, it should be noted that this issue is within the scope of competence of the Ministry of Interior and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia.

Concerning point 26, paragraph 18, under g), that concerns ensuring adequate care and living conditions for the children residing in institutions, in particular in the residential home for children and persons with developmental disorders in Stamnica, it should be noted that this issue is within the scope of competence of the Ministry of Labour, Employment, Social and Veteran Policy of the Republic of Serbia.

Table 1

	INSTITUTION
	Characteristics 
	Restrictive measures
	

	
	
	01/01 -
31/12/2019
	01/01 -
31/12/2020
	01/01 -
16/11/2021
	01/01 -
31/12/2019

	Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Gornja Toponica”
	Age:

Up to 35 years

35 to 65 years

Older than 65 years
	45
169
21
	71

132

12
	67

97

16
	0

	
	Sex:
Male
Female
	190

45
	172

43
	141

39
	0

	
	Reason 
	High risk of suicide and injuring of other patients
	

	
	Number of persons
	235
	215
	180
	0

	
	Investigations
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders Kovin
	Age:

Up to 35 years

35 to 65 years

Older than 65 years
	47
63
2
	58

98

8
	38

69

6
	0

	
	Sex:
Male
Female
	71

41
	114

50
	71

42
	0

	
	Reason 
	High risk of suicide and injuring of other patients
	

	
	Number of persons
	112
	164
	113
	0

	
	Investigations
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Dr Slavoljub Bakalovic” Vrsac
	Age:

Up to 35 years

35 to 65 years

Older than 65 years
	11
18
2
	2

20

2
	10

10

2
	0

	
	Sex:
Male
Female
	28

3
	24

0
	18

4
	0

	
	Reason 
	Psychomotor unrest
	

	
	Number of persons
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	Investigations
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Clinic for psychiatric disorders “Dr Laza Lazarevic” Belgrade
	Age:

Up to 35 years

35 to 65 years

Older than 65 years
	159
194
7
	149

172

3
	125

222

3
	0

	
	Sex:
Male
Female
	248

105
	218

106
	217

133
	0

	
	Reason 
	Psychomotor agitation, high risk of suicide and injuring of other patients
	

	
	Number of persons
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	Investigations
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Sveti Vracevi” Novi Knezevac
	Age:

Up to 35 years

35 to 65 years

Older than 65 years
	2
0

0
	1

0

0
	2

0

0
	0

	
	Sex:
Male
Female
	0

2
	0

1
	0

2
	0

	
	Reason 
	High risk of suicide and injuring of other patients
	

	
	Number of persons
	2
	1
	2
	0

	
	Investigations
	0
	0
	0
	0


Table 2

	Institution
	Number of persons deprived of liberty (forensics)

	
	01/01 -
31/12/2019
	01/01 -
31/12/2020
	01/01 -
16/11/2021

	Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Gornja Toponica”
	110
	146
	137

	Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders Kovin
	7
	20
	54

	Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Dr Slavoljub Bakalovic” Vrsac
	198
	183
	183

	Clinic for psychiatric disorders “Dr Laza Lazarevic” Belgrade
	-
	-
	-

	Special Hospital for psychiatric disorders “Sveti Vracevi” Novi Knezevac
	45
	46
	50


Violence against journalists

	NO.
	NAME OF THE CASE, I.E. NAME OF AN INJURED JOURNALIST OR A MEDIA COMPANY
	DESCRIPTION OF CRIMINAL OFFENCE COMMITTED
	INVESTIGATION AND INVESTIGATION PROCEDURE / ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE POLICE AND PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE
	STATE OF PLAY JUDICIAL PROCEEDING

	1.
	Slavko Curuvija
	Aggravated Murder

Article 114, para. 1, point 5 of the Criminal Code of Serbia
	Prosecution for Organized Crime submitted Indictment on June 6, 2014


	Indictment against 4 defendants was confirmed on February 20, 2015.

More than 90 Main trial hearings were held after indictment was confirmed by the Court. Only two Main trial hearings were postponed.

During the Main trial evidentiary proceeding, significant number of evidence was examined and total of 105 witnesses gave their testimony.

On December 25th, 2018 Closing Argument of the Prosecution has commenced and continuation of the presentation was scheduled for January 24th, 2019.

After the Closing Arguments, on April 5th 2019, a first-instance court decision was rendered. Defendants were sentenced to total of 100 years of imprisonment – 2 defendants were sentenced to 30 years each and other 2 to 20 years of imprisonment each.

The First instance court decision of the Higher Court in Belgrade  was submitted to the Prosecutor's Office for Organized Crime on 15th  August 2019. A sentence of imprisonment of 30 (thirty) years was rendered against the first and second accused, and a sentence of imprisonment of 20 (twenty) years against the third and fourth accused.

On 12th   September 2019 Prosecutor's Office for Organized Crime filed an appeal to the Appellate Court in Belgrade.

Procedure upon appeal is ongoing. 

Sessions of the panel of the second instance court were held on 7-9th  July 2020.

On 8th  September 2020 a second-instance verdict was rendered  revoking the first-instance verdict and the case was reffered to first instance court for retrial. 

The preparatory hearing in the retrial was held in the period from October to November 2020. 

The main trial restarted in February 2021. Next hearing is scheduled for 13th  and 14th  July 2021.



	2.
	Milan Pantic
	Murder

Article 113 of the Criminal Code
	District Public Prosecutor`s Office in Jagodina initiated pre-investigation by submitting Request for gathering necessary information on June 13th, 2001.

On May 15th, 2017 report of the „Commission for consideration of the facts that were obtained in the investigations that were conducted on the killings of journalists” was submitted to the now Higher Public Prosecutor`s Office in Jagodina, which on July 6th, 2017 submitted request for gathering additional information to Ministry of Interior, Police Directorate.

On October 23rd, 2017 a new report from the Commission for the Investigation of the Murder of Journalists was submitted to the HPPO in Jagodina. 

On January 24th, 2018, the Commission submitted to the HPPO in Jagodina an official note on the interviews conducted with citizens.

On January 30th, 2018, HPPO in Jagodina issued an Order to conduct investigation against an unknown perpetrator for the Criminal Act of Murder under article 113 of the Criminal Code.

15 witnesses submitted their depositions.

In second half of 2018 2 witnesses submitted their depositions.

On December 7th , 2018 Ministry of Interior submitted additional report.

On April 3rd , 2019, Ministry of Interior submitted additional report with information received from 3 persons, followed by prosecution order for DNA analysis of comparable traces.

On April 17th , 2019 and June 13, 2019 the Faculty of Biology in Belgrade, provided its findings with the conclusion that none of the three persons contributed to the creation of traces that were subject of expertise. 

On September 26th , 2019, a new report was received by the Ministry of Internal Affairs - Police Directorate which summarized the actions taken so far with the proposal of further activities.

On November 7th , 2019, the Faculty of Biology in Belgrade, provided its findings with the conclusion that one person didn`t contribute to the creation of traces that were subject of expertise. 

On December 10th , 2019 HPPO Jagodina issued two orders for DNA analysis of comparable traces.

On April 22nd , 2020 the Faculty of Biology in Belgrade, provided its findings with the conclusion that three persons didn`t contribute to the creation of traces that were subject of expertise. 

On May 14th , 2020, a new report was received by the Ministry of Internal Affairs - Police Directorate which summarized the actions taken so far with the proposal of further activities, together with newly provided evidence – information received from one witness.

Based on this report, on 26th  May 2020 HPPO Jagodina submitted to the Ministry of Internal Affairs - Police Directorate motion for conducting further activities in order to identify perpetrator of this criminal act.

After receiving the General Mandatory Instruction of the Republic Public Prosecutor of 24th  December 2020, representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs - Police Directorate were given guidelines on further activities in the following period in accordance with the said General Mandatory Instruction. 

Consultations with the memebers of the working group on further activities are underway.

Investigation is ongoing. 


	

	3.
	Radislava Vujasinovic
	Murder

Article 113 of the Criminal Code
	Higher Public Prosecutor`s Office in Belgrade conducted examination of witnesses and expert witnesses on November 2, 2010.

On March 11, 2013 one witness gave its deposition to the prosecution.

On April 1st, 2014 Letter Rogatory for mutual assistance in criminal matters was submitted to the General Prosecution of Netherlands for facilitating additional expert analysis and acquirement of expert opinion by the Netherlands Forensic Institute about existing crime scene evidence.

On July 18th, 2016 Report on expert opinion by the Netherlands Forensic Institute was submitted to the HPPO Belgrade.

On July 20th, 2017 case file was returned to the Higher Public Prosecutor`s Office in Belgrade from Netherlands Forensic Institute.

Pre-investigation procedure is ongoing.


	


Actions taken in the period January 01 to June 30, 2021: 

	No.
	Name of the injured party
	Description of the criminal offense
	Actions taken
	Status of the case before the court

	1.
	Slavko Ćuruvija
	(severe) Murder from Article 114, par 1, item 5 of the Criminal Coe
	The Prosecutor's Office for Organized Crime filed an indictment on June 6, 2014, which was returned for supplementation. The trial began based on the POOC indictment dated December 29, 2014.

On September 12, 2019, the Prosecutor's Office for Organized Crime filed an appeal to the decision of the Higher Court in Belgrade, Special Department with the Court of Appeals in Belgrade.

On September 08, 2020, the Court of Appeals in Belgrade passed a decision accepting the appeals and revoking the first-instance decision, and the case was sent to the first-instance court for a retrial.
	Upon the appeal of the Prosecutor's Office for Organized Crime and the defense attorneys of the defendants, sessions of the panel were held before the Court of Appeals in Belgrade in the period from July 7 to 9, 2020 sessions of the panel were held before the Court of Appeals in Belgrade, at which the appeals were considered, and on September 8, 2020. a second-instance decision revoked the first-instance decision, and the case was remanded for retrial.

The main trial in the retrial is ongoing. The next hearing is scheduled for July 13 and 14, 2021. 

	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Radislava Vujasinović
	Murder 

KTN-581/1995


	The Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in Belgrade conducted the evidentiary action of examining witnesses and experts on November 2, 2010, as well as on March 11, 2013.

On April 1, 2014, the HPPO in Belgrade sent a request for international legal assistance to the Kingdom of the Netherlands for a combined forensic and ballistic expertise by the Netherlands Forensic Institute in The Hague.

On July 18, 2016, the findings on the expertise were submitted, without returning the case files.

On July 20, 2017 the case files were delivered. According to the data of the case handler, no action has been taken and the case is in the dormant phase, in the records from May 30, 2020.
	

	3
	Milan Pantić
	Murder 
	On November 7, 2019, the Faculty of Biology in Belgrade submitted a finding showing that one person did not contribute to the occurrence of traces that were the subject of expertise.

On December 10, 2019, the HPPO Jagodina issued two orders for taking a buccal swab from two persons.

The investigation in the case Ktni.br.1 / 18 is ongoing.

On April 22, 2020, the Faculty of Biology of the University of Belgrade submitted a finding on the subject of expertise of biological traces in the cases of the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office Str.pov.286/19, Str.pov.287/19 and Str.pov.13/20, with the conclusion and with the opinion that no contribution was noticed for 3 (three) persons from whom a buccal swab was previously taken with traces that were the subject of the expertise of the Faculty of Biology. 

On 14.05.2020, a new report was received from the Ministry of the Interior-UKP, which again states the chronology of previously presented evidence, as well as new evidence - an interview with one witness, with a proposal to take further action to find the perpetrator of this crime. Based on the above report, HPPO Jagodina sent a communication on May 26, 2020 to Ministry of the Interior - Police Directorate - UKP, with a proposal of measures and actions to be taken in the coming period to find the perpetrator. 

Oral communication with the authorized persons of the Ministry of the Interior - Police Directorate - UKP continued, and after receiving the General Mandatory Instruction of RPPO Belgrade, O No. 10/20 of December 24, 2020, these persons were given guidelines on how to proceed in the future pursuant to the General Mandatory Instruction.

On January 12, 2021, the Ministry of the Interior-Police Directorate-UKP was informed by a letter from the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in Jagodina about the content of the General Mandatory Instruction of RPPO Belgrade O  No. 10/20 of December 24, 2020, with an order that before and after undertaking any procedural action in In the case of the investigation into the murder of journalist Milan Pantić, the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in Jagodina be informed about it. Oral consultations with representatives of the working group continued.
	


In conclusion, we would like to emphasise that the Republic of Serbia, aware of existing challenges, remains consistent in its efforts to meet international obligations and standards, especially in the area of protection from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, which includes active cooperation with international bodies dealing with these issues.
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