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M. le Président,
Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du comité,
Mesdames et Messieurs,
Au nom du Secrétaire général des Nations Unies, j'ai l'honneur d'ouvrir la quatre-vingt-septième session en ligne du Comité des droits de l'enfant.  Tout d'abord, je suis heureux d'accueillir les quatre nouveaux membres du Comité : M. Rinchen CHOPEL, Mme Sophie KILADZE, Mme Zara RATOU et M. Benoit VAN KEIRSBILCK. Félicitations à vous, ainsi qu'aux membres qui ont été réélus. Je vous souhaite quatre années très productives et j'espère vous rencontrer en personne prochainement. 
Permettez-moi également de remercier M. Luis Pedernera, qui a assumé avec brio la présidence du Comité, ainsi que la présidence des présidents des organes conventionnels des droits de l’homme, dans une période difficile. M. Pedernera, sous votre direction, le Comité a entre autres, tenu sa première session régionale hors de Genève, organisé deux sessions en ligne en pleine pandémie mondiale et a adopté sa première observation générale en travaillant virtuellement. L'année écoulée a été particulièrement difficile, mais vous avez relevé le défi avec force, grâce et un engagement inébranlable. Merci d'être la voix de la raison et de la persévérance pour le Comité, et de travailler sans relâche pour que la protection des droits de l'enfant reste une priorité pour tous. 
M. le Président,
Mesdames et Messieurs les membres,
	Une fois de plus, cette session se déroule en ligne. La pandémie de Covid-19 trouve malheureusement de nouveaux moyens de resurgir et il n'est donc pas encore possible de tenir des réunions en personne. Il est donc très difficile pour tous les mécanismes de protection des droits de l'homme, y compris votre Comité, de se réunir tous ensemble au même endroit. Nous apprécions à leur juste valeur les efforts que le Comité des droits de l'enfant a faits pour continuer à mettre en œuvre les droits des enfants dans le monde entier, en travaillant entre et pendant les sessions en ligne, malgré les différents fuseaux horaires et les problèmes de connectivité. C'est un défi qui est parfois source de frustration. Pourtant, votre travail, et le nôtre, est maintenant plus pertinent que jamais pour garantir que les droits des enfants soient pris en considération et protégés dans le contexte de la pandémie et de ses conséquences.
Mr. Chair,
This new global wave of Covid-19 is having severe consequences for a greater number of children, with access to essential health, social protection and education services being continuously constrained. Children are facing mental health issues, with large numbers of children reporting anxiety, fear, irritability and depressive symptoms. In particular, children living with chronic illness, disability or existing psychological disorders are likely to be at elevated risk of mental health distress, as are migrant children and children from disadvantaged socioeconomic situations. 
While Covid-19 does not affect children’s physical health to the same extent it affects adults, the overall health, social and economic impact of Covid-19 has a disproportionate effect on children. Child poverty is continuing to rise at an alarming rate. UNICEF has estimated that in the absence of any mitigating policies, the total number of children living in poor households globally could reach over 725 million. Nearly two-thirds of these children live in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. Children are also at greater risk of violence, trafficking and child marriage. In India, UNICEF expressed concerns earlier this month over a “likely spike in illegal adoption pleas on Internet platforms by families desperate to find homes for orphaned relatives, prompting fears of child exploitation.” When building back better, all States must ensure that children are not left behind as the effects of the pandemic on them can have lifelong consequences.
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has also highlighted the importance of ensuring digital connectivity for children. According to UNICEF, at least one in three of the world’s schoolchildren – more than 460 million children globally – were unable to access remote education during school closures, but that the actual number of children is most likely significantly higher. Schoolchildren in the poorest countries lost nearly four months of schooling since the start of the pandemic, compared to six weeks lost by children in high-income countries.
Ensuring the equitable access of children to online services and connectivity is a necessary first step towards ensuring their access to quality online learning and information from a wide variety of trusted sources. In this regard, the Committee’s general comment No. 25 on children’s rights in relation to the digital environment, which was launched at the end of the last session, provides valuable, timely guidance to States on ensuring children’s access to digital technologies as a means to realize their full range of civil, political, cultural, economic and social rights. 
Chair,
Distinguished Members,
At the most recent preparatory meeting of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies last week, the Chairs agreed to take the lead by establishing a drafting group to look at concrete elements in implementing the main outcome of the 2020 review process based on the recommendations of the co-facilitators’ report in relation to three interconnected priorities: a predictable review calendar, harmonized working methods and digital shift. The Office will do its utmost to support the Chairs in developing further innovative ideas for a strengthened Treaty Body system, including alternating between full and focused reviews and better digital tools to enhance information sharing with States and other stakeholders.  

In this regard, Mr. Chair, once again I would like to thank you on behalf of the Office, for your dedication and hard work in chairing the meeting of Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies this year. This has not been an easy task during the pandemic, with on-line formal and informal meetings on a regular basis. 
Chair,
Distinguished Members,
I will now recall recent developments regarding the rights of the child at the intergovernmental level.  OHCHR organized the annual full-day meeting of the Human Rights Council on child rights on 1 March, following up on “the rights of the child and the Sustainable Development Goals”. With thanks for the participation as panelist of CRC member Benyam Dawit Mezmur, the meeting was an opportunity for stakeholders, to highlight both the barriers and solutions to realizing children’s rights through the SDGs, and the implications of a child rights approach to building back better in the Decade of Action to accelerate delivery on the global goals. It included direct participation from children, and an intergenerational discussion involving children, youth and older persons. The Council decided that the topic of next year’s resolution and full-day meeting will be “the rights of the child and family reunification”. 
OHCHR also submitted its annual child rights’ input to the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development on the review theme “sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic”. This report included reflections and ideas from children on their situation and on building back, gathered in partnership with civil society through focus groups and other forms of outreach with children from 25 countries across all regions. On 12 April, OHCHR organized an online Intersessional Seminar on Youth and Human Rights. The Seminar featured high-level representation and included a discussion focused of the challenges and discrimination faced by young people in the exercise of their rights, as well as a panel on youth mainstreaming in human rights mechanisms and the next steps on youth and human rights at the international level. The recommendations included, among others, the establishment of a HRC Forum on Youth, a Special Procedure mandate, and the elaboration of an International Convention on Youth Rights.
Chair,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Distinguished members,
I wish you all the very best for a successful and productive session and I am looking forward to working with the new Committee’s Chair and Bureau who will commence their term today for the next two years. 
Thank you.
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