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It is my absolute pleasure to close this constructive dialogue session with the States Party of Mexico. On behalf of my astute colleague Co-Rapporteur, Markus Schefer and the other distinguished members of the Committee of the CRPD; I wish to thank the members of the Mexican delegation for the rich and frank discussion that we have enjoyed over the past three days. I am particularly delighted to have been here for this session, because I recalled very well, the days of negotiating the CRPD in New York between 2002 and 2006 and the seminal role that Mexico played in the development of this transformational global instrument. I was proud to participate in every session of that negotiation in New York on behalf of the State Party of Jamaica that was the first country to both sign and ratify the treaty in March 2007. I was the person who affixed my signature on behalf of Jamaica to this treaty.
Over the past three days, we examined the second and third combined report of Mexico to the Committee on the CRPD. We read the report and took careful note of a number of the achievements and challenges adumbrated by the States Party. Members of the Committee took note of the fact that Mexico has moved to establish legislation to protect the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities, evidenced by entrenchment of rights in the Constitution of Mexico and the establishment of disability specific legislation for the inclusion, participation and non-discrimination of persons with disabilities.
Notwithstanding the CRPD being subject to the principle of progressive realization, States Parties must ensure that there is an efficacious and diligent implementation of this treaty. Whilst we have noted and applaud the progress that have been made by Mexico to implement the CRPD over the past 15 years, the members of the Committee continue  to be concerned about a compendia of issues affecting persons with disabilities. We have taken note that whilst there is an acceptance of the human rights model of disability by the States Party, there is a conflict between this new paradigm and the antiquated notions of disability in the broader Mexican society, that is, the medical and welfare approaches to disability. This conflict is evidenced from the growing number of legislation approved by the States Party and how individuals still treat and relate to persons with disabilities. Indigenous persons with disabilities, Women and girls with disabilities in particular, continue to see their fundamental rights and freedoms being violated on a consistent basis. Most egregious is the reported case of forced sterilization of women with disabilities in institutional care.
Based on data presented by the States Party, only 39 per cent of the population of persons with disabilities are economically active and 49 per cent of them are living below the poverty line. There is an established relationship with unemployment and poverty and this is evidenced in the case of the States Party and persons with disabilities. We believe unequivocally, that more must be done to educate persons with disabilities in an inclusive education system and get them in the labour market.
Members of the Committee are extremely concerned about the indolent approach to rulings in the justice system where persons with disabilities are concerned. Most notably is the 2019 ruling of the Mexico Supreme Court of Justice on legal capacity.
If the issues affecting persons with disabilities in Mexico are to be resolved, there must be a gallant effort to eradicate the conflict between the human rights approach being adopted by the States Party and the welfare and medical model approaches that are deeply entrenched in the broader society. Resultantly, consistent public awareness campaigns, bolstered by the allocation of adequate financial resources, must be utilized to localize the provisions of the CRPD and to ensure that citizens understand that persons with disabilities are human beings and are thus subject to the same fundamental rights and freedoms as those without a disability. The broader Mexican society must realize that disability is a respecter of no one. You may have all your functional capabilities today and lose them tomorrow. I thank you and may God continue to bless the people of Mexico and the world.

