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Palestinian Disability Coalition
The Palestinian Disability Coalition (PDC) is a national entity that comprises 24 members (non-governmental organizations, organizations of persons with disability, self-help groups and activists). It works collectively on promoting the rights of Palestinians with disability, through the use of various advocacy tactics, including but not limited to: policy advocacy; lobbying; awareness raising; monitoring; networking; among others.

Arab Forum for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
The Arab Forum for the Rights of Persons with Disability (AFRPD) is a human rights, regional grassroots organization, comprised of 12 members representing organizations of persons with disability and coalitions/networks in 12 Arab countries: Egypt; Iraq; Jordan; Lebanon; Libya; Mauritania; Morocco; Palestine; Sudan; Syria; Tunisia; Yemen.  AFRPD works towards contributing to the improvement of persons with disabilities’ enjoyment of rights in the Arab region, through awareness raising, advocacy at the national, regional, and international levels, monitoring and research, empowerment, and capacity building, as well as representing persons with disability at relevant platforms.

Disability Justice for Palestine Collective 
A collective of human rights activists from the global disability rights community, working in solidarity with the people of Palestine. 


Introductory Remarks 

This report is submitted to the United Nations Committee Against Torture by the Palestinian Disability Coalition, the Arab Forum for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the Disability Justice for Palestine Collective. It presents evidence of systematic torture, ill-treatment, and inhuman or degrading conditions perpetrated by the Israeli colonial and occupation regime against the Palestinian people, including persons with disabilities.

All policies and practices described in this report form part of a comprehensive, long-term strategy of domination and control over the Palestinian land and people.[footnoteRef:1],[footnoteRef:2] Since the onset of military operations in 1947, this regime has operated through displacement, imprisonment, siege, and the destruction of civilian life, producing generations of Palestinians living under conditions that constitute cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment as defined under the Convention Against Torture. [1:  Pappé, I. (2006). The ethnic cleansing of Palestine. Oneworld Publications.]  [2:  Khalidi, W. (1992). All That Remains: The Palestinian Villages Occupied and Depopulated by Israel in 1948. Institute for Palestine Studies.] 


Torture and ill-treatment are not limited to interrogation rooms or detention centres. They occur across all areas under the effective control of the occupying authorities — at checkpoints, during bombardments, through the deliberate or prolonged denial of medical care, in the withholding of bodies, in forced displacement, and in the daily humiliation of Palestinians deprived of dignity and autonomy. Persons with disabilities experience this violence in compounded ways: denied evacuation during attacks, abandoned in destroyed homes, left without assistive devices or access to essential medicines, or detained without consideration for their impairments — practices that inflict severe physical and mental suffering and amount to torture or, at minimum, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment under the Convention.

The production of disability through repeated military assaults, the use of weapons causing permanent injuries, and the deliberate destruction of health and rehabilitation systems reflects a policy of collective punishment that turns the very experience of impairment into a site of cruelty. This systematic creation of physical and psychological suffering reveals a structure of governance based on the infliction of pain and dependency.

The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in its thirty-third-session report (CRPD/C/33/2, Annex IV, Aug 2025), documented widespread violations of the rights of persons with disabilities in Gaza and the West Bank, including torture, ill-treatment, and the denial of humanitarian assistance, health care, and rehabilitation. It concluded that persons with disabilities face “severe risks and harms to their dignity, personal integrity and survival” as a result of bombardment, starvation, displacement and detention.

We therefore urge the Committee Against Torture to recognise that the Israeli occupation regime’s treatment of Palestinians constitutes a sustained pattern of torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, prohibited under Articles 1, 2, 10, 11 and 16 of the Convention. The Committee should further examine the responsibility of States and corporate actors supplying arms and technologies used in these violations, and ensure that accountability, redress, and rehabilitation measures explicitly include Palestinians with disabilities.

I. Torture and Ill-Treatment in Detention and Custody

Detention has been one of the central instruments of control used by the Israeli colonial and occupation regime since 1948. The policy of arbitrary arrest and imprisonment has affected generations of Palestinians—men, women and children, civilians and fighters alike—and has systematically involved acts that amount to torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

The practices described below are not exceptional events but components of a long-term carceral system aimed at intimidation, punishment, and the destruction of Palestinian physical and psychological integrity. Persons with disabilities are subjected to the same or greater cruelty, both during arrest and while in custody, without regard to their individual conditions or medical or support needs.

Patterns of Arrest and Detention
Since 1967, more than one million Palestinians have been arrested; 50,000 were children and 17,000 women and girls.

As of April 2025, there were over 9,000 Palestinian detainees, including 1,747 people from Gaza labelled “illegal combatants,” 400 children, 29 women, and about 3,500 administrative detainees held without charge or trial. The number of martyrs[footnoteRef:3] from the prisoner movement has reached at least 300 since 1967, 63 of them during the current genocidal war. [3:  Please note that we use the term martyrs to describe all Palestinians killed by the policies and practices of the Israeli occupation forces, regardless of their age, religion or gender, and whether or not they were involved in resistance to the occupation. ] 


After 7 October 2023, arrests expanded dramatically, with hundreds of Palestinians disappeared or detained incommunicado, particularly those from Gaza whose whereabouts remain unknown.

The system of administrative detention—a colonial legacy of the British Mandate—permits indefinite imprisonment based on secret evidence. This practice, long condemned by the Committee Against Torture, violates the prohibition of arbitrary detention and enables the routine use of torture and ill-treatment during interrogation and incarceration.

Methods of Torture and Ill-Treatment
Israeli detention facilities have long operated as spaces of reprisal and collective punishment, a pattern that has intensified since October 2023. Testimonies gathered by prisoners’ organisations, Physicians for Human Rights – Israel and others[footnoteRef:4],[footnoteRef:5] describe consistent patterns of: [4:  https://bit.ly/4ncMbMl ]  [5:  https://bit.ly/3WaEsTS ] 


· Severe and repeated beatings, often while shackled or blindfolded;
· Use of dogs, electric shocks, and sexual assaults;
· Forced nudity and humiliating “security checks”;
· Prolonged stress positions and sleep deprivation;
· Denial of food, hygiene, and access to toilets;
· Confiscation of personal belongings and exposure to extreme cold;
· Shackling during transfer, interrogation, or medical treatment;
· Denial of family contact and legal counsel.

These methods are intentionally inflicted to intimidate, punish, or coerce confessions—fulfilling the definitional elements of torture under Article 1 of the Convention. Furthermore, the intentional targeting of persons with disabilities due to their perceived vulnerability as “easy targets”, and the disproportionate suffering thereby inflicted, constitute disability-based discrimination and fulfill the discriminatory purpose element required under Article 1.

A former detainee[footnoteRef:6] from the Gaza Strip recounted: [6:  Interview with AAZ, a man with a physical disability, 44 years old, from the Gaza Strip, June 22, 2025.
] 


“I have a physical disability and reduced mobility. I use a wheelchair... The occupation soldiers started taking everyone out of the house, forcing the women to go south. I stayed on my chair; without it, I don't walk. When the soldier saw me, he laughed sarcastically and said, ‘Ahmed Yassin.’ … They carried me and my brothers out of the house, lined us up against the wall, our hands tied, our eyes covered, and we thought it was the moment of execution… I felt as if the platinum in my body had shattered. I didn’t have a wheelchair, I needed diapers, and my siblings were helping me. I wasn’t the only disabled person there… they were constantly beaten right on the spot.”

“They treat us as if we are Hamas, because Ahmed Yassin, the founder of Hamas, had a physical disability and reduced mobility, and they treat us as such: Brutally, they bring wheelchairs only when they take us for torture, interrogation and beating, they didn't provide medicine or painkillers, they used to tell us you are not in a hospital, we didn't bring you here to treat you, you are in prison.”

“When they first dropped me from the truck, and when we stayed for at least twenty days in the same clothes, no shower and nothing. They made us take a shower afterward, then they brought dogs and started beating everyone. They ordered us not to move, and I usually can't move my feet, but they involuntarily trembled from fear, so they beat me even after I explained that I was paralyzed.”

Another detainee with visual and mobility impairments[footnoteRef:7] added: [7:  Interview with AAZ, a man with partial motor and visual impairment, from the Gaza Strip, age 36, June 22, 2025] 


“The occupation soldiers do not distinguish between Palestinians with disabilities and Palestinians without disabilities; everyone is the same. They beat everyone, and they treat us all as if we were animals (…). We saw death with our own eyes, so much so that I couldn't believe I was back.”

Such statements mirror numerous reports confirming that persons with disabilities are often targeted for mockery and intensified violence, their impairments used as grounds for humiliation.

Persons with Disabilities in Detention
The exact number of detainees with disabilities is unknown: Israeli and Palestinian institutions alike fail to record disability-disaggregated data, often conflating “sick” and “disabled” prisoners. Monitoring of such cases remains extremely limited, and no organisation has established a mechanism to document, represent, or advocate specifically for prisoners with disabilities. Since October 2023, only lawyers have been permitted to visit detainees, under severe restrictions.

Testimonies collected for this report confirm that persons with physical, sensory, intellectual, and psychosocial disabilities are arrested and detained without regard to their conditions. They are frequently dragged, beaten, or left without mobility aids; denied medication, prosthetic limbs, hearing aids, or oxygen; subjected to surgeries or amputations without anaesthesia; and left in isolation without assistance for daily activities. 

Further documentation by the Coalition confirms that detention itself often causes Palestinians to acquire impairments. Physical violence, medical crimes, and systematic medical negligence form part of the policies governing Palestinian prisoners in Israeli detention centres.

A young man from a refugee camp in the southern West Bank[footnoteRef:8] described his experience: [8:  Interview with IH, a young man with partial visual impairment, 22 years old, in a refugee camp in the southern West Bank, October 30, 2024.] 


“I was in prison on October 7, 2023. There is no consideration for injury or illness. They urinate in the food before bringing it to us. I showered once in six months, and it no longer seemed to matter whether I received medical follow-up as before... We lived in horrible conditions, and we reached a point where we wanted to hang ourselves. There was gunfire inside the prison, beatings and bone-breaking, denial of treatment. I saw people lose their minds from the horror. I was beaten so severely that my retina was damaged, and I lost sight in my right eye.”

Prisoners who acquire disabilities face further neglect upon release, encountering bureaucratic obstruction and favouritism when seeking medical care from Palestinian institutions. The same witness recalled:

“I saw a young man with a prosthetic limb which the soldiers dismantled and sabotaged, saying sarcastically, ‘You don’t need it.’”

Many Palestinians with disabilities are arrested without consideration for their needs, which are instead exploited as tools of humiliation and coercion. Others become disabled during detention through injury, torture, or prolonged deprivation. For example, Wafa Jarrar, who lost both legs during her arrest in 2024, died months later after deliberate medical neglect by Israeli forces.[footnoteRef:9],[footnoteRef:10] [9:  https://www.alquds.com/ar/posts/122933 ]  [10:  https://bit.ly/479Jo0m  ] 


Lawyers Reham Nasra[footnoteRef:11] and Nadia Daqqa[footnoteRef:12], who represent several prisoners with disabilities, describe worsening conditions under the declared state of emergency. Nasra explained that the appointment of Minister Ben-Gvir ushered in a “policy of slow death”: food rations reduced to subsistence level, confiscation of clothing and bedding, and denial of notebooks, hygiene, and medical care. After October 7, overcrowding worsened, and diseases such as scabies and intestinal infections spread widely.  [11:  Interview with Reham Nasra, a Palestinian political activist from the 48 territories and a human rights lawyer, June 21, 2025.]  [12:  Interview with Nadia Daqqa, human rights lawyer, June 24, 2025.
] 


“Failure to take disability into account is a challenge for prisoners with disabilities at every moment of their detention. Prisons these days have become slaughterhouses,” Nasra stated.

Daqqa confirmed that all Palestinian prisoners—women, men, children, sick persons, and those with disabilities—are now treated as a single undifferentiated group, stripped of rights and cut off from the outside world. She described four prisoners with disabilities denied assistive devices, provided inappropriate prosthetics, and forced to endure inaccessible and degrading conditions. One prisoner deprived of his wheelchair was forced to rely on others for basic needs in exchange for food; another, paralysed after beatings, was brought to visits strapped to a chair. Daqqa emphasised that torture and medical negligence continue to cause permanent disabilities, often through untreated or mis-treated fractures.

These testimonies confirm that Israeli detention practices both inflict and intensify disability, turning it into a deliberate instrument of control and punishment. Detention thus operates not only as a site of torture but as a system that systematically produces disability as part of the regime’s broader policy of domination.

These findings are consistent with the CRPD Committee’s report (CRPD/C/33/2, para. 123), which recorded “physical and psychological ill-treatment, medical neglect and torture of persons deprived of liberty in Israeli detention sites, including persons with disabilities,” and the denial of medical and psychosocial care.

Deaths in Custody and Withholding of Bodies
Since October 2023, at least 73 Palestinian prisoners have died in custody as a result of torture, ill-treatment, or medical neglect. There is no information on how many were prisoners with disabilities.

Bodies are frequently withheld from families, preventing autopsy or burial rites—an act the Committee and other UN mechanisms recognise as continuing inhuman treatment toward relatives.

Accountability and Structural Impunity
No effective investigations have been carried out into allegations of torture or deaths in custody. Israeli authorities routinely dismiss complaints as “security measures,” while Palestinian institutions lack the capacity or independence to ensure redress.

Monitoring by independent organisations is restricted, and lawyers face obstacles in visiting detainees, especially those from Gaza. The systematic absence of accountability has normalised torture as a tool of governance.

II. Torture and Inhuman Treatment Beyond Detention: The Occupied Territory as a Carceral Space

The experience of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment in Palestine extends far beyond the walls of prisons. The entire territory under the Israeli colonial and occupation regime functions as a carceral system — one that governs through the infliction of fear, deprivation, and physical and psychological suffering.

The patterns described below show how collective punishment, bombardment, forced displacement, and the destruction of infrastructure amount to acts of torture and other inhuman treatment, intentionally or knowingly inflicted by state agents upon a civilian population.

Excessive Use of Force and Scorched-Earth Policies
Since October 2023, the occupying power has waged a large-scale military assault on the Gaza Strip, characterised by indiscriminate bombardment, siege, and total destruction of civilian infrastructure. The attacks have targeted residential buildings, hospitals, schools, roads, and places of worship, leaving more than 100,000 people dead or injured, and rendering large parts of Gaza uninhabitable.

According to the CRPD Committee (CRPD/C/33/2, paras. 63–70), at least 157,114 Palestinians were injured between 7 October 2023 and 21 Aug 2025, with over 25 per cent at risk of lifelong impairment. The Committee further noted that 83 per cent of persons with disabilities lost their assistive devices, and many died “owing to the impossibility to evacuate or during evacuation because of inaccessible routes.”

For persons with disabilities, these attacks have created unimaginable suffering.[footnoteRef:13] Evacuation orders were issued without any consideration for accessibility, mobility, information, or support needs, trapping people inside homes or shelters as bombs fell. Many were crushed under rubble or forced to crawl through destroyed environments without wheelchairs, crutches, or assistance. [13:  Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 2024, May. Gaza: Palestinians with disabilities fear being killed first, says UN committee. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/05/gaza-palestinians-disabilities-fear-being-killed-first-says-un-committee ] 


“Imagine trying to flee airstrikes or shelling without being able to hear any of the sounds around you, or trying to evacuate your home after being forced out and then navigating dirt and damaged roads using your wheelchair (unless you lost it under the rubble of a bombed building), or trying to figure out how dirty the water you are drinking is but you can’t see it.”[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Medical Aid Society for Palestinians (MAP). (2024, December 03). The suffering of the nondescript: Striving for the survival and dignity of people with disabilities in Gaza. Available at: https://www.map.org.uk/news-ar/arabic-news/post/1678-uoouoo-ouuouuouu-ouoou-uu-oou-uooo-uuoouo-ouooooo-ouu-ouooouo-uu-ooo ] 


“I am most afraid that the house will collapse on our heads without my hearing it, and I will find myself under the rubble. What if I don’t die — how will I call for help or hear those who need me?”— Testimony of a hearing-impaired girl, Gaza Strip.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Independent Commission for Human Rights - Ombudsman's Office. (2024, January 01). Fact sheet on the situation of persons with disabilities in the Israeli military aggression on the Gaza Strip. Available at: https://www.ichr.ps/category-1/8848.html] 


Bombardments and the destruction of roads and transport infrastructure have made movement nearly impossible. Facilities that once offered minimal safety—such as hospitals, UNRWA shelters, and schools—have been repeatedly attacked, cutting off access to food, water, and medicine. The excessive use of force has also targeted spaces that could have provided refuge or essential services for persons with disabilities, including specialised institutions that have now been reduced to rubble.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Euro-Mediterranean Observatory for Human Rights and Disability Representative Body Network (DRBN) 2023, December 07. More than 5 thousand: Catastrophic plight of persons with disabilities in Gaza due to attacks by Israel (the occupying power). Available at: https://bit.ly/3JdJSdU ] 


These experiences reveal a foreseeable and systematic policy that weaponises immobility and neglect, transforming the entire landscape into a mechanism of suffering in which people are made to endure constant fear, pain, and helplessness.

Disability-based discrimination: Deliberate Killing and Targeting of Persons with Disabilities
There are no accurate figures on the number of persons with disabilities killed during the aggression. The chaos of bombardment, the collapse of institutions, and the Ministry of Health’s limited data—categorising victims only by age and gender—make it impossible to distinguish those who were disabled before death.

Nevertheless, testimonies collected by families and disability organisations confirm that persons with visible disabilities have been directly targeted on the basis of their disability, as easy targets, unable to flee or defend themselves- killed in their homes, shelters, and even hospitals. 

Ahmad Saeed Al-Abadla, a young man with Down Syndrome, was chased and shot at by Israeli Occupation army quadcopters when he was near his home in Al-Qarara, southern Gaza, in July 2024.[footnoteRef:17] Only after the withdrawal of the Occupation army, family members were able to recover his body. [17:  Palestine TV, 30 July 2024,  https://www.facebook.com/PalestineTV/posts/pfbid0A2xXmTYwHdWNdZCHACzmNep9osJoovb2GT6tau7r3MsyppRZVVqyxxGz9c82A21xl.  ] 


Louay Baraka, a young deaf man who lived in South Gaza, was killed by the Israeli Occupation army on 23 July 2024.[footnoteRef:18] He was shot by a sniper near the Bani Suhaila roundabout, East Khan Younis, South Gaza, and no one was able to rescue him.  [18:  Basem Alhabel, 23 July 2024, https://www.instagram.com/p/C9x2WjIMg-s/?locale=id&hl=en. ] 


Yasmeen Daghmash, a 28-year-old woman with a physical disability and a wheelchair basketball player. She was killed, as well as three of her family members, on 19 July 2024. Her house was attacked by the Israeli occupation forces in the Al-Sabrah neighbourhood in Gaza City.

Fayeq Kamel Al-Hiqi, a 46-year-old man with a physical disability and a father of five children. He was targeted by a quadcopter while he was collecting wood in Tal Al-hawa in Gaza City, on 28 June 2024. His body was found three days after he was killed.

Mohamed Bhar, a 24-year-old man with Down syndrome, was brutally attacked by an Israeli Occupation army dog and left to die.[footnoteRef:19] The incident occurred on 27 June 2024 at his home in the Tuffah neighbourhood east of Gaza City. The Israeli Occupation military forces raided his family home, and a combat dog attacked him. The family was forced to leave the premises, and Mohamed succumbed to the injuries inflicted by the dog. His dead body was found by his family a week later. The Israeli Occupation army admitted that he was left on his own by soldiers.  [19:  BBC, Gaza man with Down's syndrome attacked by IDF dog and left to die, mother tells BBC, 16 July 2024, https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cz9drj14e0lo. ] 


Hashem Abdullah Hashem Ghazal, a 58-year-old deaf activist who lived on Yafa Street in Gaza City, was killed along with his wife, Samira Ghabayen, in an Israeli Occupation airstrike on 13 May 2024.[footnoteRef:20] Their two-story house was attacked without prior warning. Hashem was a prominent leader of the Palestinian Deaf community and a member of the Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children. Several deaf people have been killed due to the lack of accessible information and warnings, thus being unable to flee from danger.[footnoteRef:21]  [20:  The New Arab, Gaza mourns deaf activist Hashem Ghazal killed with his wife in Israeli strike, 14 May 2024, https://www.newarab.com/news/gaza-mourns-deaf-activist-hashem-ghazal-killed-israel. ]  [21:  United Nations, Signing the war in Gaza: Overcoming deafness and displacement, 26 April 2024, https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/04/1149091. ] 


Naseem Abu Shidiq, a deaf teacher, was detained alongside other young individuals by the Israeli Occupation army, subjected to blindfolding and handcuffing, and taken to Kamal Odwan. Upon his release, Naseem returned to search for his 4-year-old child at the school, only to be shot by an Israeli Occupation army sniper on 10 December 2023.[footnoteRef:22],[footnoteRef:23]  [22:  Mosab Abu Toha, 10 December 2023, https://x.com/MosabAbuToha/status/1733821338056348047. ]  [23:  Rakaya Esime Fetuga, 18 January 2024, https://www.instagram.com/rakayaesime/p/C2PKbXYoVsY/?img_index=1.    ] 


Foa’d Abu Sabha, a 23-year-old man with intellectual disabilities, was shot in the chest and killed on 30 October 2023 by the Israel Occupation army, following a students’ protest in Yatta, Hebron Governorate. Video footage reviewed by OHCHR shows that he did not pose any material threat when he was shot.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  OHCHR, The human rights situation in the occupied West Bank including East Jerusalem, 27 December 2023, https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/palestine/2023-12-27-Flash-Report.pdf.  ] 


These examples illustrate the brutal violence that persons with disabilities endure amidst the Israeli occupation forces’ attacks. Mr. Zarif al-Ghurra,[footnoteRef:25] a local activist, explained: [25:  Interview with Zarif al-Ghurra, head of the network of bodies representing disability in the Gaza Strip, June 20, 2025
] 


“There is no accurate data on martyrs with disabilities in the Gaza Strip, but based on our observations and what we have been able to observe, we can say that at least hundreds of people with disabilities have been martyred since the beginning of the recent aggression on the Gaza Strip.”

“Many of them were martyred in the same conditions as other Palestinians in Gaza, some of them were martyred in Israeli prisons, such as Azzeddin al-Banna, and others were executed in the field.”

“For example: Muhammad al-Salak was executed along with his wife and relatives in the Shujaiya neighborhood; he had an amputated foot as a result of a previous aggression. Likewise, the child Al-Bahar, who was left by the occupation forces to be mauled by dogs, who has Down syndrome.”

“There are those who were directly martyred and were intended to be assassinated, such as Hamad Hadid, who has an amputation, and Muhammad al-Wadiya, who also has an amputation, as they were directly targeted and killed, and there are many examples.”

“Others were killed indirectly due to the lack of health services and lack of access to the necessary medical care, such as Ahmed Saeed al-Masri, whose health condition deteriorated and he was unable to get the necessary medical follow-ups, and he was martyred.”

These testimonies are echoed by others across the Gaza Strip. As Ms. Latifa al-Jaabari[footnoteRef:26] recalled: [26:  Interview with Latifa al-Ja'bari, a community activist for women with disabilities, who works at the Stars of Hope Association to empower women with disabilities, Thursday, 6/26/2025.] 


“I know a number of people with disabilities who went out to look for food even though they knew the danger. Some were killed instantly.”

The deliberate killing of civilians known to be disabled, including those incapable of fleeing or posing any threat, reflects a policy of punishment based on discrimination and dehumanisation. 

The Systematic Production of Disability
A defining feature of the ongoing assault is the mass production of disability.[footnoteRef:27] Thousands of Palestinians have acquired permanent injuries — amputations, spinal cord injuries, burns, and psychological trauma — as a result of bombings and sniper fire. [27:  The Right to Maim, Debility, Capacity, Disability, JASBIR K. PUAR, Duke University Press Durham and London, 2017.] 


According to UN and local humanitarian sources, more than 27,000 Palestinians have sustained life-changing injuries,[footnoteRef:28] including over 4,000 amputations, many of them children.[footnoteRef:29] [28:  https://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/palestine/WHO-operational-response-and-early-recovery-plan-for-oPt-2025.pdf]  [29:  Medical Aid Society for Palestinians (MAP) 2024, December 03. The suffering of the nondescript: Striving for the survival and dignity of people with disabilities in Gaza. Available at: https://www.map.org.uk/news-ar/arabic-news/post/1678-uoouoo-ouuouuouu-ouoou-uu-oou-uooo-uuoouo-ouooooo-ouu-ouooouo-uu-ooo] 


This deliberate use of excessive force in densely populated areas, combined with the systematic destruction of hospitals, rehabilitation centres and prosthetic workshops, yields disproportionate impacts on Palestinians with disabilities, resulting in exacerbating and prolonging physical and psychological suffering. Survivors often endure unrelieved pain for months without painkillers, surgery, or medical evacuation.

A 31-year-old man from the Gaza Strip,[footnoteRef:30] who lost his left leg and sustained a head injury affecting his vision, was injured when a rocket struck his home on 12 December 2023. Twenty-two members of his family were martyred in the attack, and three others were left disabled. He and his wife remained trapped under the rubble for four days. After spending six weeks in intensive care, he said he “had to cope” with the amputation, even as he became the breadwinner for more than eleven relatives. Unable to afford painkillers for himself, he gives them to his sisters, who were also injured and live with constant pain from amputation and shrapnel wounds. Despite his injuries and loss, he explained that “the priority now is to find food and water” before seeking treatment for himself and his family.
 [30:  Interview with H Z, a 31-year-old man from the Gaza Strip, December 1, 2024.
] 

A 29-year-old woman from the Gaza Strip[footnoteRef:31] was shot in the back on 4 July 2024 while talking to her cousin at home. Her husband and daughter were also injured, and other relatives were martyred. Due to the collapse of the health system, her wound was stitched improperly and became infected: “I was wounded twice, once at the time of the injury and again when the stitches were removed. The wound remained open for two months, accompanied by unbearable pain.” The young woman’s and her husband’s injuries have severely affected their mobility, leaving them in constant pain, and causing persistent anxiety and isolation. She still has shrapnel in her body and says her only priority now “is for the war to end—then we will manage our affairs and pick up the pieces.”  [31:  Interview with Y A, a 29-year-old woman from the Gaza Strip, December 3, 2024.] 


These acts involve both the deliberate infliction of physical harm and the prolonged denial of medical care, resulting in severe pain and suffering.

Forced Displacement and Denial of Access to Basic Services
The repeated displacements of Gaza’s population—up to seven or eight times per family—have forced millions into inhuman living conditions. Overcrowded shelters, destroyed roads, and lack of sanitation have created conditions of constant humiliation and pain, with disproportionate impacts on persons with disabilities.

These conditions are not incidental: they are the foreseeable and accepted outcome of policies that make survival itself a form of suffering. 

Military Raids and Collective Punishment in the West Bank
In the West Bank, collective punishment has intensified through nightly raids, demolitions, and mass arrests in refugee camps such as Jenin and Tulkarem. The use of air strikes, curfews, and forced displacement replicates Gaza’s conditions on a smaller scale.

Settler violence, combined with hundreds of checkpoints, has paralysed daily life. Many persons with disabilities have lost assistive devices or medication during raids. They are routinely prevented from reaching hospitals or schools, which creates significant limits in their daily lives given their higher health and rehabilitation needs.

These practices—marked by humiliation, fear, and systematic neglect—inflict severe physical and mental suffering.

III. Destruction of Health and Rehabilitation Systems

The Israeli colonial and occupation regime has systematically targeted and destroyed the foundations of life in the occupied Palestinian territory — particularly in the Gaza Strip — including hospitals, rehabilitation centres, and social institutions. The deliberate dismantling of these systems amounts to collective punishment and inhuman treatment of the civilian population, with catastrophic consequences for persons with disabilities and those newly injured during the aggression. 

Targeting of Hospitals and Medical Personnel
Since October 2023, hospitals, ambulances, and medical convoys have been systematically bombed or besieged, in direct violation of international humanitarian and human rights law.

Out of Gaza’s 36 hospitals, only a handful remain partially functional, operating without electricity, water, or sterilised equipment. Hundreds of medical staff have been killed or detained, and many hospitals have been turned into military zones.

The destruction of hospitals and medical infrastructure has created conditions of unrelieved suffering. Persons with disabilities and those injured in bombardments are often denied admission or forced to undergo amputations without anaesthesia due to lack of supplies.

In some cases, patients and medical staff were ordered to evacuate under fire, leaving behind individuals who were immobile or unable to flee. Many of those patients were later found dead. 

Collapse of Rehabilitation and Support Services
Before the war, Gaza already faced a chronic shortage of rehabilitation and assistive technology services due to the blockade. The aggression has obliterated what remained.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Palestinian Media Center. (2024, October 12). 68,000 people with disabilities in Gaza. What is life like for people with disabilities in war? Available at: https://palinfo.com/news/2024/10/12/914424/ ] 


According to the Palestinian Ministry of Social Development, nearly all disability and rehabilitation centres have been damaged or destroyed, including the Al-Wafa Rehabilitation Hospital, the Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children, and several schools for children with disabilities.

This destruction has left thousands of newly disabled persons without access to physical therapy, prosthetics, or psychosocial support. Survivors of amputation and spinal injuries lie in tents without mattresses, wheelchairs, or toilets they can use.

The CRPD Committee has expressed concern at the “collapse of the rehabilitation system preventing any type of rehabilitation after surgeries,” and the “use of amputation surgeries without anaesthesia,” emphasising that such conditions amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment (CRPD/C/33/2, paras. 146–148).

Denial of Access to Basic Medicine and Assistive Devices
The total blockade imposed on Gaza since October 2023 has prevented the entry of painkillers, anaesthetics, medical equipment, and spare parts for assistive devices.

People with chronic conditions — including diabetes, epilepsy, or respiratory diseases — are dying from the lack of medication. Persons with disabilities who relied on hearing aids, oxygen tanks, or mobility devices have lost them in bombardments and cannot replace them.

The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities documented legislative and administrative measures, including the “Law to Cease UNRWA Operations (2025)” and deregistration of humanitarian organizations, which have effectively obstructed disability-inclusive humanitarian aid (CRPD/C/33/2, paras. 111–113). 

IV. International Complicity and Conditional Cooperation

The Israeli colonial and occupation regime does not operate in isolation. Its capacity to maintain a system of domination built on violence, dispossession, and the infliction of suffering depends on the political, financial, and military support of other States and international institutions.

This support — through arms transfers, diplomatic protection, and conditional humanitarian assistance — facilitates and sustains acts that amount to torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Under Article 2 of the Convention, States have an obligation not only to prevent torture within their own jurisdiction, but also to refrain from aiding or assisting in acts that contribute to its commission elsewhere.

Arms Transfers and Military Cooperation
Despite the well-documented use of torture and inhuman treatment in detention, and the deliberate targeting of civilians in Gaza and the West Bank, several States continue to authorise arms transfers, components, and military assistance to the occupying power. [footnoteRef:33],[footnoteRef:34] These weapons, including aircraft, artillery shells, surveillance technologies, and crowd-control tools, have been used to inflict severe pain and suffering on civilians, often in circumstances amounting to torture or inhuman treatment. [33:  https://www.aljazeera.net/politics/2024/3/25/%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD ]  [34:  https://arabic.cnn.com/middle-east/article/2024/10/16/where-israel-get-its-weapons 
] 


The continued flow of arms and military cooperation constitutes a form of complicity under international law. The Committee Against Torture, in its General Comment No. 2, has affirmed that the obligation to prevent torture extends to all territories and situations under a State’s effective control, and to any action where a State knowingly facilitates or acquiesces in torture committed elsewhere.

States providing military assistance, training, or intelligence to the occupation regime despite knowledge of systematic torture and inhuman treatment are therefore in violation of Articles 2 and 16 of the Convention.

Structural Impunity and Diplomatic Protection
For decades, international mechanisms have failed to ensure accountability for torture and inhuman treatment committed by the occupying power. 

Repeated findings by the United Nations, including the Committee Against Torture itself, have been met with inaction by States that continue to shield the occupying power from sanction or referral to international justice mechanisms.

The systematic impunity granted through diplomatic protection, vetoes in international forums, and non-cooperation with investigative bodies enables the continuation of torture and collective punishment with full knowledge of their consequences.

V. Accountability, Remedies, and Redress

For decades, the Israeli colonial and occupation regime has subjected the Palestinian people, including persons with disabilities, to a consistent pattern of practices amounting to torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment under the Convention Against Torture. The persistence of these violations reflects not isolated misconduct but a system of control built on impunity, sustained by the failure to investigate, prosecute, and provide redress in accordance with Articles 12–14 of the Convention.

Persons with disabilities, targeted on the basis of their disability, are among those who suffer most acutely from the torture, inhuman and degrading treatment inflicted under the Israeli colonial and occupation regime. Yet they remain almost entirely invisible in mechanisms of accountability, reparation, and reconstruction. The systematic exclusion of persons with disabilities from justice processes, data collection, and humanitarian response constitutes a continuing form of inhuman treatment, extending the violence long after the physical acts have ceased.

Denial of Justice and Recognition
Survivors with disabilities rarely appear in official statistics, court cases, or victim registries. The occupying authorities provide no data on persons with disabilities in detention, among the wounded, or among those killed. At the same time, the humanitarian and human rights mechanisms that document violations seldom disaggregate information by disability or consult organisations of persons with disabilities (OPDs).

This erasure perpetuates the idea that disability is marginal to torture rather than one of its main targets and central expressions. For many, impairment itself is a result of violence — the production of disability through bombardment, injury, and medical neglect — yet survivors are left without recognition, compensation, or rehabilitation.

The Committee Against Torture has repeatedly underlined that impunity for torture constitutes a continuing violation of Articles 12 and 13. 

Rehabilitation as a Right, Not Charity
Under Article 14 of the Convention Against Torture, victims of torture and ill-treatment have the right to rehabilitation as part of full reparation. In the context of the occupied Palestinian territory, this obligation intersects with the broader right to habilitation and rehabilitation under Article 26 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). For persons with disabilities — including those who acquired impairments as a result of violence — these frameworks together require accessible medical, psychological, social, and community-based support aimed at restoring dignity, autonomy, and participation.

In Gaza and the West Bank, this right has been systematically denied. Hospitals and rehabilitation centres have been destroyed; staff have been killed or displaced; and survivors live in tents without prosthetics, medication, or mobility aids.

The deliberate obstruction of humanitarian aid and denial of accessible rehabilitation amount to continuing inhuman treatment, as the suffering of injured persons is prolonged by state action and omission.As the Committee stated in General Comment No. 3, the right to rehabilitation requires “effective and inclusive access without discrimination.” The current conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory represent its total negation.
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