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Mr Chairman, distinguished members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen, 

As the Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, I have the honour to address the Committee on behalf of the Kingdom, constituted by the Netherlands, Aruba, Curaçao and St. Maarten. Representatives from Aruba and Curaçao will also address your Committee.
Let me first of all apologise for the absence of the State Secretary of Security and Justice and Minister for Migration who was supposed to address your Committee today. Due to unforeseen developments his presence in The Hague was called for. 
The Kingdom is glad to have the opportunity to discuss the sixth periodical report of the Kingdom of Netherlands on its obligations under the Convention. The Kingdom of the Netherlands holds the work of the Committee in high esteem and I congratulate your Committee on its 25th anniversary. The delegation is looking forward to a productive and open exchange of views.
The report to be considered today and tomorrow contains our response to the Committee’s list of issues. The report covers the four-year period from 2007 to 2011 and concerns all four countries of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Each country within the Kingdom is autonomous in its internal affairs, including in the manner in which they implement international commitments. However, I would stress that this constitutional arrangement does not alter the fact that the Kingdom is fully responsible and accountable under the Convention.
All four countries are represented in our delegation. Let me introduce the members of the delegation:
Ms Joyce Dreessen			Legal Advisor, Ministry of Security and Justice	
Mr Jasper Hoogendoorn		Policy Coordinator, Ministry of Security and Justice
Ms Hanneke Palm	Legal Advisor Human Rights Law, Ministry of Security and Justice	
Ms Françoise Schild			Legal Counsel, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Ms Esther Baars	Solicitor General, Deputy Attorney General, Aruba 
Ms Olivia Croes				Senior Policy Officer, Foreign Relations, Aruba
Ms Clarelli Hato-Willems		Public Prosecutor, Curaçao
Ms Ann Philipps			Senior Policy Advisor, Foreign Relations, Curaçao
Ms Danaë Daal 		Treaty lawyer, Directorate of Foreign Relations, Sint Maarten

The delegation is supported by the staff of the Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands:
Mr Reinout Vos					Deputy Permanent Representative
Mr Paul Peters					Counsellor
Mr Maurits ter Kuile				First Secretary

We are all at your disposal for any questions you may have on the implementation of the Convention, and will answer them to the best of our ability. With your permission, I would like to make a number of general remarks. 
First of all, let me assure you that the Kingdom of the Netherlands remains deeply committed to the aims of the Convention. The Convention’s absolute ban on torture is fundamental to the legal order of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. The Kingdom’s strong commitment to the UN treaty body system in general is exemplified by its annual contribution to the Office of the High Commissioner.
Combating torture globally is a fundamental objective of Dutch human rights policy. The implementation of the standards set by the Convention is a high priority. An on-going effort is made to reaffirm the absolute prohibition of torture by means of resolutions in international human rights fora. Wherever possible, the Kingdom of the Netherlands supports the work of your Committee and the Special Rapporteur on Torture. It supports organisations that aim to prevent torture and assist victims of torture, such as the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT).
Having said that, we fully realize that the Convention is not only an important standard in our foreign policy but first and foremost in our domestic policies. Many priorities in our domestic policies, such as the fight against trafficking and other forms of exploitation, domestic violence and sexual and other violence against children, are directly related to the implementation of Convention standards. This does unfortunately not mean that these phenomena are eradicated in our society. It does however mean that we remain fully determined to fight them. Our on-going efforts aim to achieve further improvements.
To provide your Committee with one example of the relevance of Convention standards for the Dutch legal order, I would like to refer to a recent Parliamentary debate concerning alien detention following the suicide of an asylum seeker from the Russian Federation, Mr Dolmatov. Alien detention should be used as a last resort. The efforts of the Government are aimed at minimizing the use of alien detention and using alternatives as much as possible. In addition to the substantial improvements made since 2008 which were described in our report, the Government has therefore informed Parliament last month that it will reduce the detention capacity for the purpose of alien detention. Currently, there are almost 2500 places available, which will be reduced to less than a 1000 places. In addition, the Government has announced that it will introduce a bill before Parliament before the end of the year in which a separate (administrative) legal regime will be introduced for alien detention. In doing so, the already existing practice that separate regimes are applicable to persons detained for the purposes of criminal justice and to persons detained for the purposes of the implementation of alien legislation, will be codified in law.
As I indicated, the implementation of the standards laid down in the Convention is a major priority for the Netherlands. For that very reason, the Netherlands supported the creation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention. Likewise, the Netherlands is a party to the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture. The CPT visited the European part of the Kingdom in 2011 and I am sure that your Committee is aware of the findings of the CPT during that visit. Currently, the Netherlands is preparing a response to the CPT report.

Mr Chairman,
October 2012 marked the opening of the Netherlands Institute for Human Rights, established on the basis of the so-called Paris Principles and independent from the Government. The Institute monitors and protects human rights, promotes respect for human rights in practice, policy and legislation, and increases awareness of human rights in the Netherlands. In doing so, it could play an important role in the further realization of Convention standards in the domestic legal order. In this respect, I refer to the Institute’s submission to your Committee in which a number of issues were raised. The Government appreciates the constructive dialogue with the Institute.
Likewise, I would like to mention the work of the National Rapporteur on Trafficking in Human Beings and Sexual Violence against Children. The mandate of the National Rapporteur was extended on 1 October 2009 to include reporting on efforts to combat child pornography. Following her First Report on Child Pornography, the mandate of the Rapporteur was extended in 2012 to include all forms of sexual violence against children. Currently, a bill is prepared to codify the position of the National Rapporteur.
Finally, one of the priorities of this government is to strengthen the position of victims of crime before, during and after criminal proceedings. A main issue is to ensure victims’ rights in practice, for instance by simplifying procedures to claim compensation from the offender. In addition, the Government intends to expand the rights of victims to speak in court proceedings. Currently, victims are only allowed to speak about the consequences the criminal offence had on their lives. In future they will have the right to speak about all topics including the penalty to be imposed in case the offender is convicted. With all these upcoming measures we take a giant step towards a real victim oriented criminal justice system.

Mr Chairman, with your permission, I would now like to give the floor to the representatives of Aruba and then Curaçao, who will make a number of points on behalf of their countries.
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