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Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Article 29 of Law No. 16 provides for the “right” of parents to discipline their children (information unconfirmed). Provisions against violence and abuse in the Penal Code (1960) and the Juvenile Law (1983) are not interpreted as prohibiting corporal punishment in childrearing.
Corporal punishment has reportedly been prohibited in schools since the 1960s, but we have no details of applicable legislation.

In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime under articles 6 and 14 of the Juvenile Law and article 31 of the Constitution. However, the Juvenile Law was under review in the 1990s and in 2001 a draft bill was due before Parliament to amend the Penal Code to comply with Islamic law, including penalties of amputation and flogging.We have been unable to ascertain whether these developments allowed for corporal punishment of persons below 18 years of age. There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions. Law No. 26 on Prison Regulations (1962) obliges the competent authorities to provide decent treatment to detainees and states that they shall not be subject to degrading treatment.

Corporal punishment is lawful in alternative care settings.

In 1998, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed concern about the legality of corporal punishment of children and recommendation legislative measures to prohibit it in the home, schools and society at large (CRC/C/15/Add.96, Concluding observations on initial report, para. 21).Kuwait was examined under the Universal Periodic Review process in May 2010. The Government supported the recommendation to prohibit corporal punishment of children.

We hope the Committee Against Torture will question the state party in detail on the legality of corporal punishment of children in schools and in the juvenile justice system, and urge the Government of Kuwait to explicitly prohibit by law corporal punishment of children in all settings, including through the repeal of the “right” of parents to discipline their children and all other laws authorising corporal punishment.
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