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[bookmark: _GoBack]Update on the work of UNHCR in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities 
UNHCR is the UN agency with a mandate to provide international protection and to work for solutions for refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced and stateless persons. UNHCR would like to thank the Committee for this opportunity to provide an update on our work in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities. 
UNHCR’s Global Trends report for 2019 highlights that the world has now a population of 79.5 million forcibly displaced people, 9 more million than in 2018 - when 70.8 million were reported -and closing “a decade of displacement” with at least 100 million forcibly displaced in the period between 2010-2019.  
Taking global estimates for disability on the population reported in 2019, this equates to almost 12 million persons with disabilities forcibly displaced from their homes due to persecution, violence and human rights violations and stateless persons. However, population surveys and other data collection initiatives that have disaggregated data by disability status in 2019 reveal that the prevalence and negative impacts of living with a disability are more pervasive in crisis affected countries, such as Syria, where 27% of the total population above 12 years of age have a disability;[footnoteRef:1] Jordan, where 21% of Syrian refugees have disabilities;[footnoteRef:2] or Afghanistan, where 53.9% of the population have a disability, in addition to 17.3% of children.[footnoteRef:3] This prevalence is well above the 15% global estimate, and seems to confirm previous assumptions about the higher prevalence of disability in humanitarian contexts. On the other hand, insufficient qualitative data still hinders a better understanding of the risks that persons with disabilities face in displacement. [1:  Syria: Disability: Prevalence and Impact. A Nationwide Survey Using Washington Group Methodology. Syrian Arab Republic https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/wp-content/uploads/Disability_Prevalence-and-Impact_FINAL-2.pdf ]  [2:  Jordan: Vulnerability Assessment Framework 2019 https://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/vulnerability-assessment-framework-population-study-2019 ]  [3:  Afghanistan: Model Disability Survey of Afghanistan 2019 https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/model-disability-survey-afghanistan-2019 The 53.9% prevalence results from adding 13.9% of adults with “severe” disability and 40% with a “moderate” disability. An additional 24.6% of the adult population lives with a “mild” disability, according to this report.] 

2020 is witnessing a world transformed by a global pandemic, which is having a disproportionate impact on the lives and rights of persons with disabilities. With the world mobilizing to combat the spread of COVID-19, many countries have as well adopted exceptional measures, limiting air travel and cross-border movements. However, and as shared by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, wars and persecution have not stopped – and today, across the globe, people are continuing to flee their homes in search of safety. The High Commissioner has shared his concerns by measures adopted by some countries that could block altogether the right to seek asylum.
UNHCR has strengthened its work to respond to this reality, including by undertaking the following actions, among other:
· In 2019, UNHCR created a dedicated position to coordinate UNHCR's global efforts to advance the rights of persons with disabilities across UNHCR programmes and promote disability inclusion in humanitarian contexts around the world. Additional capacity building resources on the rights of persons with disabilities have been developed as well, including an e-learning launched in December 3rd 2019, on the occasion of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities.
· UNHCR worked closely with Finland and the International Disability Alliance (IDA) to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities were adequately reflected during the first ever Global Refugee Forum, which took place in December 2019. Pledges included a contribution from the Government of Finland for a Junior Professional Officer to strengthen UNHCR’s work on the rights of persons with disabilities in country operations, and a pledge shared by IDA to strengthen the capacity of organizations of persons with disabilities to mainstream refugees with disabilities and to engage with humanitarian organizations. As a result of that pledge, IDA and UNHCR are developing a formal collaboration agreement that will enhance cross-collaboration and mutual support between both organizations to advance the rights of persons with disabilities living in forced displacement. 
· On the other hand, it is important to note that only 7 out of 1,400 pledges shared during the Global Refugee Forum had substantial commitments towards persons with disabilities; UNHCR would like to kindly request the support of the Committee on stressing the commitments of Member States towards persons with disabilities living in forced displacement under Article 11 and 32 of the CRPD, among other, and the importance of leveraging opportunities such as the Global Refugee Forum to advance these commitments through practical and tangible actions.
· In 2020, and as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, UNHCR generated a Global Protection dashboard to monitor discriminatory practices in COVID 19 prevention and response, including persons with disabilities as a category about which UNHCR country operations can report data. 
· UNHCR has developed dedicated guidance and programmatic measures to ensure equal access to COVID-19 prevention and response activities for persons with disabilities living in forced displacement; UNHCR has used information reported through the Global Protection Dashboard above mentioned to inform the Global Humanitarian Response Plan and its updates, and other COVID-19 coordination groups developed under the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy (UNDIS) and the Reference Group on inclusion of persons with disabilities.
· UNHCR welcomed the launch of the UNDIS as an important step towards improving accountability of the UN system towards persons with disabilities. Reporting against the UNDIS accountability framework has created a positive momentum in the organization and a strong commitment to change the status quo. UNHCR is currently developing a 3-5-year action plan which will lay out the institutional and operational changes necessary to meet the UNDIS requirements for UNHCR’s workforce and operations.

We thank the Committee for the opportunity to present on these recent developments and initiatives, and we look forward to our continued collaboration with you to advance the promotion and protection of the rights of all persons with disabilities.
