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Examen Rapport CEDAW 7 février 2025
Introduction
Message vidéo de la ministre Yuriko Backes
Dear all,
I am truly sorry that I can’t be with you in person today, but I assure you that Luxembourg is represented by a large delegation of experts that is looking forward to answering your questions.
Women’s rights, gender equality and diversity are not just nice to haves. They are essential to the wellbeing and healthy functioning of our society as a whole. 
Not only am I Minister for Gender Equality and Diversity, I am also responsible for Defence, Transport and public works. And I try very hard to make sure that both gender and diversity aspects are considered throughout my government portfolios. 
I am actually the first woman to hold the position of Minister of Defence in Luxembourg and the same was true when I was Mister of Finance. This indeed goes a long way to demonstrate that we still have work ahead when it comes to shaping a world where equality is a reality on all levels, especially when it comes to decision-making. 
Yes, significant progress has been made in past decades and years. But, and here I am paraphrasing Simeone de Beauvoir, we know that one crisis is enough to turn back the clock on women’s rights. Unfortunately, that is exactly what we’re witnessing across the globe right now. 
No crisis is gender neutral. Women and girls are differently and disproportionally affected by climate disasters, armed conflicts and pandemics. The only way to sustainably change this is to opt for gender-responsive policymaking across all fields. 
The empowerment of women and girls and with it SDG5 should be front and centre across all areas of action including in the design and implementation, as well as in monitoring and evaluation of policies.
The Luxembourg government as a whole, and my Ministry especially, remain determined to stand up for women’s and girls’ rights, safety, freedom and access to equal opportunities.  
The importance of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women cannot be overstated within the global political context.
We are looking forward to hearing your recommendations. You can count on our determination and support.
Thank you.
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