Additional information on the replies from the government of Japan in the session
Japan Federation of Bar Associations 

[bookmark: _Hlk535596666]１	Exclusion of Korean schools from the High School Tuition Support Fund
	The government answered that Korean schools were excluded from the fund because they did not satisfy with the conditions set by the related law and regulations to enroll it. 
	That does not explain the reality. Korean schools had applied for the fund based on the provision for individual designation of the ordinance regarding the Act on Free Tuition at Public High Schools. However, just after the change of the government, the government eliminated the provision, saying that the public would not accept that Korean schools were included as the issue of Japanese citizens’ abduction by North Korea had not been addressed. Thus, the legal basis for Korean schools to apply for the fund was lost. As a result, only Korean schools have been excluded from the free tuition system out of the main schools for foreigners.
CERD also made recommendations about this issue in 2014 and 2018 (CERD/C/JPN/CO/7-9, Para19, CERD/C/JPN/CO/10-11, Para 22).
Please see the attached for the detailed facts and JFBA’s opinion, which was part of the report by the JFBA for consideration of the country periodic report for CERD in 2018.

2 	Political activities of high school students 
	The government answered that they amended a notification regarding political activities of high school students in 2015, in response to the amendment of the Civil Law, by which the persons over 18 years old have the right to vote. Also, the MEXT explained that the notification stated that the political activities outside the schools should have been done with the responsibility of the student him/herself with the understanding of their family.
Certainly, the notification includes what they explained. However, it states that high schools should limit or ban political activities and campaigns in which high school students participate outside the schools if they are illegal and/or violent or it is likely that they will become illegal and/or violent. In addition, the notification states that in the case where students are caught up in political activities and campaigns to the extent that it obstructs the schoolwork and life of the student him/herself or other students, and in the case where the smooth implementation of school education is hindered due to a political conflict caused between the students or other problems, high schools should provide appropriate guidance including limitation or ban of the political activities to the necessary and reasonable extent.   
 	Thus, the political activities of the high school students is not completely free at all.

3 	Right to be heard of children’s opinions at the family court 
Only investigation by family court investigating officers were mentioned in the session. However, the different ways were created by enacting the Domestic Relations Case Procedure Act in 2013 as follows. 
First, children may become involved in procedures through petition for their case (provided, however, only for cases where the authority of petition was granted under a substantive law), participation of the party (Article 41) and participation of the stakeholders (Article 42). 
Second, the system for the child’s counsel has been introduced (Article 23).  The attorney appointed as the child’s counsel will help and encourage the child to express his/her views in the adjudication and conciliation procedures, and act for the best interest of the child. 
However, either of the ways has not been used that much. 

4 	Stateless children
Please refer to para 109-110 of our original report (attached).

5 	Right of the child to maintain relations with both parents after divorce
Please refer to our additional report (the excerpt is attached). 
Incidentally, as for the child born out of wedlock and recognized by the father, the parental authority, the father shall exercise parental authority of the child only if both parents agree that he shall have parental authority or if the family court makes a ruling at the request of the father or the mother.

6 	Immigration detention of asylum-seeking children/ parents and others
The government’s explanation is very inaccurate. Please see the attached for the details (Some information is added on the paper put on the desk of the committee members on the first day of the session).

7 	Life imprisonment with parole 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The practice is very different from the explanation about the law by the government. Please see the attached for the details. (The paper was put on the desk of the committee members on the second day of the session).
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