Committee against Torture, 51st session
1. Distinguished members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues,

2. Today I have the honour to present the fifth periodic report of the Republic of Latvia on the implementation of the 1984 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Convention). I am also honoured to lead the delegation consisting of experts and high-level officials representing relevant institutions. We look forward to a constructive, professional and productive dialogue with the Committee.
3. Latvia attaches high priority to the fulfilment of its international commitments, and to the practical implementation at national level of the well-established principles of international human rights law. We are aware of what improvements can and should be made domestically, but we do appreciate international cooperation and constructive dialogue that help us accomplish them. 

4. In my introductory speech I would like to recall some of the most important issues that have been discussed in the report we present to you today. In line with the new optional reporting procedure, the report in fact is a collection of replies to the list of issues presented by the Committee to Latvia in 2009. In drafting these replies, we have carefully considered the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee adopted after the examination of Latvia’s second report on the implementation of the convention, as well as have taken into account the General Comments on the interpretation of the Convention adopted by the Committee. 
5. I would also like to note that the Ombudsman’s Office, as well as national NGOs were invited to present their comments about this report. Information provided by the Ombudsman’s Office was incorporated into the report, and several NGOs provided their views on the issues covered by the report.
6. Overall, the report provides detailed information on measures, both legislative and administrative taken by Latvia during the reporting period, which are aimed at enhancing the protection of individual rights. The report covers such issues as the treatment of asylum-seekers, juvenile offenders, provision of victims with sufficient redress, and measures on raising public awareness on unacceptability of any form of ill-treatment and the obligation to ensure effective investigation of such acts. 
7. Turning to the content of the report, I would first of all like to emphasise that it covers various new legislative and policy planning initiatives that have been implemented during the reporting period.  
8. I invite the Committee to note Latvia’s achievements since the submission and examination of its second periodic report in 2007. For example several legislative amendments have been adopted in order to clarify the definition of the crime of torture as contained in the domestic law. This will help combat impunity for torture-related crimes.
9. The present report also provides extensive information on various aspects of criminal procedure, rights and guarantees ensured for detainees and convicts on a variety of issues, for instance, provision of medical treatment, access to legal aid, guarantees and legal safeguards to juvenile offenders. In line with the global trends, Latvia examines alternatives to imprisonment, and has allocated considerable resources for improving the conditions in the places of detention and imprisonments, both for juveniles and adults.     
10. Furthermore, the report addresses in detail the areas of concern identified by the Committee, and describes steps taken by Latvia with a view of improving, for example, the asylum procedure and protection of the rights of those seeking to benefit from it. In this respect, I would like to stress that a more detailed regulatory framework for asylum issues has been introduced, which complies with international mandatory requirements on the availability of legal aid to foreigners, changes in provisions related to the accelerated procedure for asylum-seekers, to name but a few. 
11. Turning to practical steps taken to implement the Convention, Latvia has carefully considered the concerns expressed by the Committee regarding the effectiveness of the mechanisms established for the investigation of allegations of torture and ill-treatment by state officials. A number of measures are still progress and are aimed at strengthening the institutional capacity and independence of the national authorities  tasked with investigating such crimes. In that respect, the system of collecting statistical data is of outmost importance and is under improvement.
12. We pay particular attention to effective investigation of, and enforcement of criminal sanctions for such crimes as violence against women, children and domestic violence in general, as well as human trafficking.
13. I would also like to stress that considerable steps have been taken at the national level in order to ensure that a victim, be it an adult or a juvenile, who has suffered from a violent act receives compensation, and has access to adequate social rehabilitation services.

14. Furthermore, the report contains extensive information about psychiatric assistance in Latvia, and improvements made with regard to medical treatment methods and provision of mental health care services. 
15. Acknowledging the important role that the general public as well as professional communities have in eradicating torture and ill-treatment, Latvia finds it of outmost importance to educate both, general public and law enforcement officials, judges, prison staff and other specialists on the issues related to the Convention and its standards. Thus, a clear message is sent that torture and ill-treatment must not be tolerated.
16. I find it important to emphasise that despite the measures taken to balance the budget and deal with the negative impact of global economic crisis, the Latvian Government is committed to develop and improve the regulatory framework and the administrative practices necessary for promotion and effective protection of human rights. 
17. I would also like to mention that the independent monitoring bodies, both national and international, play an important role in identifying issues which need to be solved and improved. The Ombudsman, in addition to its complaint-handling role, contributes to the monitoring as well as to introduction of improvements related to the Convention issues. The Ombudsman’s activities are aimed at recognizing deficiencies and providing recommendations on necessary positive actions which are then duly considered by public authorities. 
18. In this regard I would also recall that Latvia has accepted the competence of the European Court of Human rights to examine the individual complaints, including those alleging ill-treatment. Likewise, Latvia has a history of effective cooperation with of the European Committee for the prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 

19. In conclusion, I would like to underline that we see the cooperation with the UN in general and the Committee in particular as one of the key factors that contribute to the full implementation of the Convention and to eradicating and preventing torture as well as other forms of ill-treatment. We see this session and the dialogue with the Committee as an opportunity to further our work. We look forward to the comments and questions by the members of the Committee.

20. Thank you very much for your attention. 
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