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Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,
The delegation of the Slovak Republic has the honour and responsibility to speak over the next two days about our continued efforts to ensure that the rights of children in our country are fully respected, protected and promoted. As head of the delegation, I have the privilege of leading experts from key institutions who are involved in this effort.
With your permission, I would like to introduce the members of the delegation:

Mr. Dušan Matulay,
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Slovak Republic to the United Nations and other international organizations in Geneva

Mr Juraj Kubla, 
Permanent Mission of the Slovak Republic to the United Nations in Geneva

Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic 
Mr. Ján Gabura, 
Ms. Katarína Pari, 
Ms. Mária Vargová, 
Ms. Alena Mikulášová, 
Mr. Kristián Kovács, 

Ministry of Education Research, Development and Youth of the Slovak Republic 
Mr. Peter Papšo, 

Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic 
Ms. Zuzana Haťapková, 

Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic 
Ms. Ivana Nagyová, 

General Prosecutor's Office
Ms. Barbora Hubertová,  

Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic 
Ms. Zuzana Németz, 

Office of the Commissioner for Children 
Mr. Andrej Peter,  

Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic 
Ms. Michaela Stránska,  

Interpreters
Ms Nadežda Rozholdova, 
Ms. Diana Šimová. 

We are all aware that no expert or politician can achieve positive change alone. Protecting children's rights requires the joint efforts of all officials, professionals, NGOs and communities. In response to the deliberations of the 3rd, 4th, and 5th periodic reports, we have worked intensively over the past more than ten years to build and strengthen multi-sectoral cooperation, which we also anchored legislatively in 2019 in the Law on State Administration Bodies in the Field of Social Affairs, Family and Employment Services.
Although Slovakia is a small country, our regions are diverse, which means that cooperation takes place not only at the national level, but also at the regional level, thus ensuring the necessary flexibility in dealing with challenges and difficult situations. Cooperation between the police, schools, municipalities, social-legal protection of children, NGOs, churches, doctors and judges is supported by coordinators for the protection of children from violence. The position of Coordinator for Protection of Children from Violence was newly created in the Ministry of Labour Social Affairs and Family in 2017. Currently, 46 Coordinators for Protection of Children from Violence are working in all regions of Slovakia. Their work is based on examples of good practice and focuses also on eliminating systemic gaps and improving communication between all involved stakeholders, taking into account the specificities of the respective regions.

The participation of children and their right to express their opinion in matters that concern them

We believe that children should not only be protected, but they should also be active participants in decision-making processes that affect their lives.
We actively involve children in policy-making, while giving them the opportunity to assess how their rights under the Convention on the Rights of the Child are being respected. Children also have the space to directly suggest improvements in discussions with adult representatives of the professional community. Through this communication with children, we focus more on promoting children's activism and civic responsibility, and guide them towards tolerance and respect. These goals and objectives are included in the Strategy Childhood without Violence for All Children (2023-2026) adopted by Government Resolution 594/2023 in November 2023, which is accompanying the National Strategy for the Protection of Children from Violence for the years 2023-2029.
Through children's participation we try to promote dialogue between children and adults, we learn not only to listen to their opinions, but also to receive feedback on the existing policies and laws. In this way, we also prepare a safe environment for the child to recognise and be able to tell us if he/she is under a threat, or a witness or victim of violence. Last but not least, it reminds us, adults, that behind every paragraph, every law and every policy there is the life of the child and his or her entire family.

Children's rights in the digital environment

We pay great attention to the safety of children in the digital space. The pandemic has rapidly increased the use of digital technologies, but it has also brought new risks. Research has shown an increase in problems such as cyberbullying, children being exposed to dangerous content, including sexual content, grooming and so on. In February 2020, the Government of the Slovak Republic adopted Resolution No. 63/2020, approving the Strategy of Child Protection in the Digital Space. This Strategy contains measures aimed at prevention and intervention in the event of threats faced by children in the online environment. It also includes support for victims and perpetrators of online violence, including support for distance counselling through helplines. The Strategy also includes the re-engagement of the Slovak Republic in the international networks INHOPE (for reporting and removing Child Sexual Abuse Material) and Insafe (a network Safer Internet Centres).

Protection and strengthening of the rights of children from endangered groups

The Slovak Republic has adopted the European Child Guarantee, which is an initiative created jointly by the Member States of the European Union in 2021 to combat poverty and social exclusion of children. The aim is to break the cycle of poverty that can be transmitted from one generation to the next and to ensure that all children, especially those from marginalised and vulnerable groups, have the same opportunities for a better life. Through the national coordinator, the National Coordination Centre for Resolving Issues of Violence against Children, in April 2023 we have developed an action plan in line with our national needs that focuses on improving the living conditions of children from vulnerable groups, especially in marginalized communities. We aim to address issues such as lack of housing, poor access to health care, inadequate nutrition, early school leaving, early parenthood and high unemployment, which are often both causes and consequences of poverty.
Specific measures include the creation of school support teams for children from socially disadvantaged backgrounds, as well as various leisure activities that support the development of children, especially those from Roma communities and children with disabilities. Opportunities are created for early school leavers to complete their education, including secondary education, which enables them to obtain a basic education and continue their further education.
The Action Plan also includes the prevention of premature parenthood. In 2025, combating menstrual poverty will be one of the priorities. We are also focusing on improving access to health care and health awareness and ensuring the presence of health workers directly in communities.
An important development and an important part of the steps to break the cycle of poverty is the involvement of experts, NGOs and children themselves in the planning and evaluation of measures directly in the regions concerned. This work in the regions is essential to ensure that our initiatives really take into account the specific needs of the community, that they are targeted and that they make a real difference.

International cooperation

Last but not least, we highly value the international cooperation that continues within the United Nations, the Council of Europe and the European Union and inspires our policies and objectives in the field of human rights protection. Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic is actively involved in international initiatives, for example, our country is also an affiliated organisation of the international network Children of Prisoners Europe, which enables us to address better the rights of children growing up in families with imprisoned parents.

Conclusion:

Ladies and gentlemen, we are here today to discuss our achievements and progress, but also to identify areas that require further attention and improvement. Our country is committed to protection of children's rights and ensures that their voices are always heard when decisions are made about their future. 

I thank you very much for your attention!
