Mister/Madamme Chair,

Distinguished Members of the Committee, 

Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the government of Somalia, I’m honored to engage in this constructive dialogue on our initial report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the members of the CRC Committee for useful inputs in their list of issues. They served as a task list, which we were considering seriously, trying to address all recommended areas.

With all confidence I assure the Committee that the Government of FRS is fully committed to continuously working on ensuring all children rights despite of all obstacles and difficulties which our country faced over the last three decades. 

Somalia is a complex country, composed of federal states, but very homogenous ethnically. Our country is a poor country, tormented by armed conflicts, famine, political divisions, social complexity and climate and environmental factors. 

Children under 18 make up over half of the population of Somalia. The situation of children in Somalia is improving, with more children surviving, being vaccinated, going to school and their births being registered, while an increasing number of families have sustainable water supply systems and access to health care. The Government is aware, however, that much more still needs to be done as Somali children and their mothers continue to suffer from multiple nutritional deprivations. Over 300,000 children under the age of five are acutely malnourished and the under-five mortality rate is among the highest in the world, with one out of every seven Somali children dying before their fifth birthday and fewer than half of children estimated to have been vaccinated against measles. In addition, the maternal mortality ratio is extraordinarily high, with one in every 12 women dying due to pregnancy-related causes; nearly every girl undergoes female genital mutilation (FGM), and only four in 10 go to school. 

Madamme chair, children in Somalia is faced with repeated climate shocks, continued conflict, displacement, and violence. As of January 2019, over 4.2 million people, including 2.5 million children, needed humanitarian assistance and protection. Over 1.5 million people were expected to require emergency nutrition support and treatment, with 903,100 children aged under five projected to be acutely malnourished from August 2018 to September 2019, including 138,000 severely malnourished

By December 2018, over three million children, out of 4.9 million in the country, were estimated to be out of school, including 1.85 million school-aged children who require urgent assistance. There are also an estimated 2.6 million people displaced in Somalia, including over one million in the last year alone, with women and children representing the majority of the displaced. Exclusion and discrimination of socially marginalized groups continue to exacerbate elevated levels of serious humanitarian needs. 


FGS is, in cooperation with international community and civil society, making efforts to make child rights reality. Our ratification of the CRC is just a baby step towards full implementation, and I can assure you of our full commitment toward the implementation of the Convention and readiness to overcome every challenge along the way to ensure children’s rights. 

Somalia is actively at conflict with terrorist groups, who avoid international humanitarian law. The presence and influence of these groups can be felt throughout Somalia as it carries out random, yet deadly, terrorist attacks within areas that are controlled by the Government, with deadly consequences for children and adults alike. In many instances the terrorist groups use children as fighters in their endevour to instill fear into the Somali people. 

The Government of Somalia has established a programme aimed at handling of disengaged child soldiers. This programme is jointly managed and facilitated by the Government and international partners and is aimed at facilitating the reception and screening of the former child soldiers, reintegration of the former child soldiers into the communities and conducting continuous social outreach
Madame Chair, 
The accomplishments of Somalia in the promotion of the rights of children can only be recognized in relation to:

· The role of the state in promoting peace and security and the impact of these on the rights of children;
· The participatory development of laws and policies that will guide the implementation and subsequent protection of child rights;
· The engagement with other state parties to the CRC, civil society organizations, federal member states and the United Nations (UN) to promote child rights;
· The creation of peace, security, and the policy environment that private entrepreneurs may use for child-related social and economic services;
· The recognition and promotion of religious, social and cultural institutions that promote the best interest of the child in civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights of the child; 
· The prevention of actions that result in violation of child rights such as recruitment of children and young people by armed groups;
· The ratification of the CRC; and
· The ratification of the Africa Child Charter

· The Kafalah child policy

· The drafting of the Child Rights Bill.

One of our most important tasks in relation to the obligations under the CRC is our commitment to development of a first National Plan of Action for Children in Somalia. We have started the development process in 2020 and are hoping to have it ready for a five-year implementation at the beginning of 2023. We have undertaken a unique approach to the National Plan of Action for Children by agreeing in a broad consultative process nation -wide, to have a comprehensive National Plan of Action for Children, covering all areas of the rights of the child, but from the angle of infrastructure, that is by developing a plan for the measures of implementation of the CRC. 
We need to install and strengthen legislative and administrative measures, thus building a solid framework for the implementation of all rights and building capacity in the country for such an important endevour. 
Unfortunately, the limited time frame does not allow me to be as specific and detailed as I would like to be, but I am looking forward to the dialogue we will have today and tomorrow to address your questions and comments. 
Our delegation is composed of Senior Child Rights Officer Mr. Mohamed Abdi Ali and Human Rights Advisor, Mr. Mohamed Abdullahi Elmi Naaleeye. 
Mamade. Chair, distinguished members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen I thank you very much for your attention!

