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1.	The Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its fifty-sixth session from 3 to 5 May 2023 in Geneva. All five members of the Working Group attended the session: Leticia Bonifaz, Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen (Chair), Hilary Gbedemah, Nahla Haidar (Vice-Chair) and Elgun Safarov. 
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted its agenda (see the Appendix at the end of the present document). 
3.	The Working Group took stock of the registration of seven new individual communications. Given its new composition, it appointed case rapporteurs for all pending cases, including cases at the follow-up stage.
4.	The Working Group noted that the follow-up dialogue was ongoing in 26 cases where the Committee had found violations of the authors’ rights concerning 18 States parties: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Finland, Georgia, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Libya, Mexico (2), North Macedonia (3), Republic of Moldova (2), Russian Federation (4), Slovakia, Spain (2), Sri Lanka, Tanzania, the Philippines and Timor-Leste. 
5.	The Working Group noted that since the entry into force of the Optional Protocol on 22 December 2000, 201 communications had been registered, noting the stringent criteria the Committee applies, 48 of which are currently pending consideration by the Committee.
6.	The Working Group noted that 15 cases are currently ready for decision. At the same time, it noted that the Secretariat remains unable to increase the number of draft recommendations prepared for consideration, due to existing constraints. While taking into account the current financial situation of the Organization, the Working Group called for increased and adequately allocated resources, on a sustainable basis, for the Petitions and Urgent Actions Section in order to provide the Committee, as well as the other treaty bodies considering individual communications, with a higher number of draft recommendations for adoption in order to avoid delays and accumulation of a backlog of cases ready for decision. The Working Group set a target of 12 adopted cases per year (not counting discontinuance decisions).  
7.	The Working group discussed its methods of work, including a briefing by its Chair on the meeting concerning harmonization of working methods of treaty bodies, organised by the Geneva Academy on 18 March 2023. The Working Group decided to amend its working methods for the ordinary registration of cases and granting of interim measures. It agreed to reduce the required number of approvals by WG members to 2 for granting interim measures requests, and to 3 for the ordinary registration of cases. The Working Group also discussed friendly settlements in light of a request for discontinuance by Argentina in a case where a friendly settlement had been reached between the parties (communication No. 127/2018). The Working Group decided to consider this communication based on its own assessment of the terms of the friendly settlement reached at the domestic level. The Working Group further noted a new pilot practice of clustering cases that had been registered separately but shall be drafted and adopted jointly. It considered this pilot approach reasonable and pragmatic, while stressing that the merits of each author’s claims shall still be assessed individually by the Committee. 
8. The Working Group also discussed ways to strengthen the procedure for follow-up to Views. It noted that 3 States parties currently under the follow-up to Views procedure would be reviewed under the State reporting procedure at the eighty-fifth session of the Committee (Timor-Leste, Slovakia and Spain). It considered it opportune to explore the possibility of raising the issue of implementation of Views during the constructive dialogues with the States parties concerned.  
9.	The Working Group discussed the following individual communications: 
a)	No. 173/2021 (Bandboni et al. v. Switzerland);
b)	No. 150/2019 (Metelitsa v. Belarus); 
c)	No. 146/2019 (U.S. v. Cambodia);
d)	No. 178/2022 (H.O. v. The Netherlands);
It decided to refer the recommendations in relation to these communications to the Committee; for adoption. All recommendations were adopted by consensus. 
10.	Taking into account the priority to be given to cases with interim measures of protection in place, the chronological order of registration, regional representation, and thematic issues of importance for the Committee’s jurisprudence, the Working Group listed the following communications on its agenda for its fifty-seventh session: Nos. 127/2018 concerning Argentina; 139/2018 concerning Republic of Korea; and 152/2019 concerning Czechia. 
11.	The Working Group appreciated the opportunity to have a preliminary discussion regarding communications to be selected for drafting for its fifty-seventh session, as well as draft recommendations in relation to newly registered cases and requests for interim measures of protection. It stressed the value of exchanging with the Human Rights Officers drafting cases prior to the session and receiving relevant documentation as early as possible in electronic format. 
		Actions taken at the present session:
12.	The Working Group decided, inter alia:
a) To refer, for consideration by the Committee, communications Nos.  146/2019, 150/2019, 173/2021 and 178/2022;
[bookmark: _Hlk32177362]b) To request the Secretariat to prepare draft recommendations for consideration at the fifty-seventh session of the Working Group in relation to communications Nos. 127/2018 concerning Argentina; 139/2018 concerning Republic of Korea; and 152/2019 concerning Czechia.
13.	The Working Group noted that its fifty-seventh session is scheduled to take place from 4 to 6 October 2023 in Geneva.
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Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol
56th session (Geneva, 3 – 5 May 2023)
Palais des Nations, Room XXIII

Agenda

1. Adoption of the agenda. 

1. Review of steps and activities undertaken since the last session:
-	Note by the Secretariat (CEDAW/C/WG/56/R.1)
-	For information: Report of the fifty-fifth session of Working Group
-	List of Case Rapporteurs on registered cases
1. New communications registered and designation of Case Rapporteurs

1. Update on pending communications (see Note by the Secretariat) and on follow-up to Views (see Note by the Secretariat).

1. Adoption of draft recommendations

1. Discussion on working methods
a) Friendly settlement requests (Argentina)
b) Ordinary registration and interim measures requests  
			
7.	Meeting of Special Rapporteurs on new registrations and interim measures and Chairs of Working Groups on harmonisation of working methods, facilitated by the Geneva Academy
-	Briefing by the Chair of the CEDAW Working Group on Communications, Ms. Dettmeijer-Vermeulen

8.	Upcoming documentary filming at the 85th session of CEDAW on 17 and 18 May 2023
-	Interview with Ms. Bonifaz Alfonzo about CEDAW Views on obstetric violence 

9.	Adoption of the report of the fifty-fifth session of the Working Group

10.	Any other business
