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BRIEFING ON BARBADOS FOR THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
74th session, January – February 2017
From the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, info@endcorporalpunishment.org 
This briefing provides an update on the legality of corporal punishment in Barbados in light of the recent legal developments. Despite the adoption of several new laws relating to the prevention of violence against children, including the Education (Amendment) Act, corporal punishment of children is still not prohibited in any setting, except for day nurseries.
We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Barbados’ second periodic report, will recommend that legislation prohibiting all corporal punishment in all settings, including the home, be enacted immediately and that legal defences of corporal punishment, including the right “to administer punishment”, be repealed.


1 The legality of corporal punishment of children in Barbados’ schools 
1.1 The legality of corporal punishment in Barbados: With the exception of day nurseries, corporal punishment of children is lawful in all settings – the home, alternative care settings, day care, schools, penal institutions and as a sentence for crime. Article 4 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act 1904 recognises a right “to administer punishment” to parents, teachers and other people holding parental responsibilities over a child.
1.2 Schools (lawful): Corporal punishment is lawful under the right “to administer punishment” in article 4 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act 1904 and the Education Regulations pursuant to article 59 of the Education Act 1983. 
1.3 Despite the Minister of Education publicly voicing opposition to corporal punishment in schools,[footnoteRef:1] the Government has reported on several occasions that they and the people of Barbados “did not view corporal punishment as torture, or inhumane or degrading in itself” and there were no plans to review its legality.[footnoteRef:2] In reporting to the second UPR in 2013, the Government stated that alternatives to corporal punishment were being encouraged but support for corporal punishment remained strong; however, the Education Act and Regulations were being reviewed and the Code of Discipline in schools was to be examined in relation to human rights.[footnoteRef:3] The 2014 report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child noted the conclusion of the National Commission on Law and Order in 2004 that corporal punishment should remain in the education system. The Government noted the “prolonged difficulty in changing the public’s attitude towards corporal punishment” and noted efforts to promote positive discipline in schools with the support of UNICEF, but made no reference to the drafting of prohibiting legislation.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Reported in The Barbados Advocate, 29 June 2014 (www.barbadosadvocate.com/newsitem.asp?more=local&NewsID=37229, accessed 3 July 2014); and 16 March 2009, A/HRC/10/73/Add.1, Report of the working group: Addendum, para. 23]  [2:  25 September 2006, CCPR/C/BRB/3, Third state party report, para. 244]  [3:  5 December 2012, A/HRC/WG.6/15/BRB/1, National report to the UPR, paras. 85 and 86]  [4:  4 May 2015, CRC/C/BRB/2, Second state party report, paras. 91 and 94] 

1.4 The Education (Amendment) Bill 2014 was passed in March 2015 and did not mention corporal punishment. We hope the Committee will remind the state party of its international obligations and recommend that prohibiting legislation be enacted immediately. We hope the Committee will further remind the state party that in matters of human rights governments must lead public opinion and that a clear legal prohibition is a prerequisite to changes in social norms around violent discipline in childrearing.

2 Immediate opportunities for prohibiting corporal punishment
2.1 The Domestic Violence Act is being reviewed. This review provides an opportunity for the Government to fulfil its obligation to enact prohibition of corporal punishment in all settings, including in the home, and to lead on societal change on this issue. The aims of the Domestic Violence (Protection Orders) (Amendment) Bill 2016 include to provide a comprehensive definition of domestic violence and to extend the persons considered to be victims of domestic violence. The bill defines child abuse as “any act of domestic violence perpetrated against a child” and domestic violence as “the wilful infliction or threat of infliction of harm by one person in a domestic relationship upon another person in that relationship and includes child abuse, emotional abuse, financial abuse, physical abuse and sexual abuse” (art. 2). The Bill as it currently stands would not prohibit corporal punishment or repeal the right “to administer punishment”. 
2.2 Although a Bill amending the Education Act was passed in March 2015, it appears the Education is still under review.[footnoteRef:5] We urge the Committee to highlight this review as a further opportunity for the Government to enact prohibition of corporal punishment in schools. [5:  UNICEF Office for the Eastern Caribbean Area, in correspondence with the Global Initiative, April 2015] 
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