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Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, I have the honour to declare open the thirty-ninth session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
	I feel privileged today to address this meeting and I wish to extend a warm welcome to all of you.
	Allow me first and foremost to welcome a positive development, which is the deposition on 6 November 2024 by the Republic of Zimbabwe of its instruments of ratification as the 60th State Party to the International Convention.
	I would like, on behalf of the UN High Commissioner Volker Türk to commend the Government of Zimbabwe for accomplishing its UDHR 75 pledge to accede to the CMW Convention much earlier than the committed deadline of 2027.
	Nonetheless, the CMW Convention is still the least ratified of the core international human rights treaties. Regrettably, none of the EU 27 member States has signed or ratified the Convention. I believe that getting EU States to ratify this Treaty is crucial. The EU is a significant destination for migrants, and ratification by its members states would send a strong message that could also encourage wider ratification in other regions of the world.
	While 60 ratifications constitute a good standpoint, the CMW Convention is still the least ratified among the core international human rights treaties. In comparison, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and the Convention on Enforced Disappearances (CED), both adopted in 2006, have already surpassed the ratification rate on the migrants’ rights treaty. Indeed, all the countries that make up the international community have accepted many of the standards enshrined in the CMW Convention through the ratification of other human rights treaties whose provisions mirror the core rights codified in the Convention. 
	During the UDHR 75 commemoration, several States, including Zimbabwe made pledges to ratify the CMW Convention, among others. Your working Group on the ratification campaign and the OHCHR should work together to follow-up with the concerned States.
	I understand that you will be having a private meeting with HC Volker Türk on Thursday 12th of December. This is indeed a good opportunity to have a candid dialogue with him on your ratification campaign to seek his advocacy support and use his moral voice to increase the ratification of the Convention.


Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	During the thirty-ninth session, your Committee will consider the initial report of Benin, the combined second to fourth periodic reports of Egypt, the second periodic report of Peru and the second periodic report of Seychelles. The Committee will also adopt lists of issues in relation to the second periodic report of Mauritania under the traditional procedure as well as lists of issues prior to reporting under the simplified reporting procedure for the second periodic report of Indonesia, the third periodic report for Mali and the second periodic report for Timor Leste. The Committee will also assess the follow-up report in relation to the priority recommendations to the concluding observations concerning Azerbaijan with respect to the implementation of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families


Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	The High Commissioner, Mr. Volker Turk attaches great importance to the joint initiatives of the treaty bodies, in developing joint General Comments and Recommendations, joint press releases and high-level events on various human rights issues, with the objective of giving more weight and visibility to our work. 
	I note in this regard that your Committee and the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) have just completed the second phase of holding global and regional consultations, in the process of the elaboration of a joint General Comment/Recommendation on “on Public Policies for Addressing and Eradicating Xenophobia and its impact on the rights of migrants, their families and other nationals (or perceived as such) affected by racial discrimination and all intersecting grounds of discrimination”.
	I was informed by the Secretariat that the Global consultations held in Geneva, on 19 September and followed the same day by a side event headed by the Chair of the UN Human Rights Council, His Excellency the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Morocco were all well attended and successful. In the same vein, the regional consultations for Asia and Pacific held on 23 September, in Bangkok/Thailand, the consultations for Latin America, on 3-4 October, in Panama city, the ones for Northern America and Caribbean, in Toronto, Canada, on 17-18 October, the thematic consultation organized by the University of Texas Austin, in addition to the regional consultations for Europe, in Brussels on 30-31 October and finally the Dakar consultation for Africa, on 5-6 November were meaningful and a important opportunity to seek substantive contributions from stakeholders to reflect regional and national contexts in the joint CERD-CMW General Comment/Recommendations.
	I understand that the third phase will start during the CERD-CMW overlapping sessions and will be focused on the adoption of the GC No 38/7 document, paragraph by paragraph.
	Allow me to thank on behalf of the Secretariat our partners, especially the UN Agencies such as the OHCHR, IOM, UN Women, UNODC, UNHCR regional offices as well as philanthropic foundations such as Friedrich-Ebert- Stiftung (FES) Academia and Research Centres such as the Regional Center for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CRADESC), who made it happen in a difficult context of the liquidity crisis.


[bookmark: _Hlk162095114]Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	Be assured that I value the extent to which your committee has on many occasions voiced through its concluding observations and public statements its deep concern about the increasing impact of climate change and environmental degradation on the human rights of migrants.
	Linkages between the climate crisis and issues related discrimination and to intersectionality remain also largely unaddressed in the context of the UN climate change process. Except for the recognition of the imperative of respect for the rights of, and participation by, Indigenous Peoples in the context of climate responses, political outcomes adopted at UN climate change conference have remain silent on these issues. Minorities are only mentioned in 2 of the first Nationally Determined Contributions submitted by Parties as they ratified the Paris Agreement.
	There is much that could be gained both from greater attention to environmental issues, and particularly climate change, on the part of those mechanisms that are charged with addressing racial disparities, and greater attention to racial disparities and other elements of environmental justice on the part of all UN human rights actors when addressing environment and climate issues.


I will switch to French
Madame la Présidente, 
Distingués membres du Comité, 
Mesdames et Messieurs,
	Le système des organes des traités a été affecté par des contraintes de ressources chroniques, en plus de la crise de liquidité actuelle des Nations Unies. Cela limite la protection des droits de l’homme et empêche mon comité et d’autres comités de mettre pleinement en œuvre les activités, qui leur ont été confiées, de manière efficace et efficiente. Les ressources des organes des traités doivent être renforcées pour répondre à l’augmentation des ratifications, des rapports des Etats parties, des communications individuelles et des demandes d’action urgente.
	Malgré ces contraintes, le processus de renforcement des organes des traités a abouti à des résultats significatifs, pour donner suite à l’adoption de la résolution 68/268 de l’Assemblée Générale. Les présidents des Organes ont présenté des conclusions unifiées sur la manière de rendre le système des organes des traités adapté à son objectif, cohérent et durable, et le HCDH a présenté un document de travail techniquement détaillé. Toutes les recommandations sont fondées sur le processus d’examen 2020 mené par les Etats.
	Dans le « Pacte pour l’avenir » adopté lors du sommet des Nations Unies pour l’avenir en septembre 2024, les Etats membres ont demandé au Secrétaire Général d’évaluer la nécessité d’un financement adéquat, prévisible, accru et durable des mécanismes des Nations Unies aux droits de l’homme, pour une exécution efficace et efficiente de leur mandat, afin de leur permettre de répondre à l’ensemble des défis en matière de droits de l’homme auxquels la communauté internationale est confrontée, avec impartialité, objectivité et non-sélectivité.
	Toutefois, il est regrettable que la résolution de l’Assemblée Générale adoptée récemment n'inclue pas les propositions clés des présidents, y compris le calendrier prévisible sur huit ans, malgré les appels clairs et répétés des présidents, du HCDH et de certains États membres à inclure ce langage dans la résolution, nos efforts pour plaider en faveur d'un projet solide qui refléterait pleinement les excellentes conclusions des présidents et les accompagnerait de ressources, la résolution adoptée n'est pas à la hauteur de nos attentes, ce qui reflète le contexte politique et financier difficile. Plusieurs États, ainsi que le Haut-Commissaire lui-même, ont suggéré une formulation spécifique pour remédier à cette lacune.



Distingués Président et membres du Comité,
Chers Collègues, Mesdames et Messieurs,
	Je voudrais conclure mon propos en lançant un appel à tous les Etats qui n’ont pas encore ratifié la Convention à le faire, avec pour principal objectif de promouvoir et de protéger les droits de l’homme des migrants vivant sur leur territoire au même titre que ceux de leurs citoyens vivant à l’étranger.
Sur cette note, je vous souhaite plein succès dans vos travaux.
Merci de votre aimable attention.
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