The Hong Kong Girl Guides Association

The report is for HKSAR, China

The Scout Movement for boys began in Britain in 1908. It soon became apparent that a large number of girls wanted to join this Movement or, indeed, to have one of their own. The result of their enthusiasm was the founding of The Girl Guides Association in 1910 under the presidency of Agnes Baden-Powell, sister of the founder of the Scout Movement, Lord Baden-Powell. In a surprisingly short time, the Movement spread overseas, with the first Company in Hong Kong formed in 1916.  

Over the years, thousands of girls and young women have joined our Guiding family.  In 1981, at the World Conference held in France, the HKGGA obtained Full Member status of the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS). It was the only non-national organization that was granted full membership with links in 152 member organizations.  As part of the world’s largest organization for girls and young women, Hong Kong Girl Guides offers a unique and challenging programme to meet the needs and interests of each individual. It has been a girl-centered organization that ensures that girls have the freedom, space, time and support to reach their full potential.

Our membership includes:
Happy Bee (aged 4-6)
Brownie (aged 6-12)
Guide (aged 10-18)
Ranger (aged 15-23)
Golden Guide (aged 55 or above)

Our mission is to empower girls and young women to enhance their own lives as well as those with whom they will come into contact so as to become responsible citizens of the world.

We offer hundreds of interest badges and interest badges workshops for the girls to try new things, gain knowledge, develop skills and pursue hobbies and interests:

Despite the Covid pandemic in 2022, the following events were held where over 250 members at each event gathered to enjoy and participate in memorable activities.

· National Flag Raising Ceremony, Festive Christmas Dinner, Golden Guides Tea Gathering, Annual Parade, Lunar New Year Reception, Happy Bees Gathering, Leadership and Guiding Skills Workshops, Wellness and Holistic Health Seminars, Global Youth Mobilization Project, Intergenerational Responsible Citizenship Project – Make a Difference Community Service Project, Outstanding Girl Guide Award, HKGGA Awards Presentation, Orienteering Day etc. 

The biggest achievement during our 107 years is the growth of  the HKGGA from a few troops of girls to an organization of over 30,000 members as of now.  Ranging from the age of four to infinity age.  The growth was due to the passionate dedication of the Presidents’ Team, the Commissioners, volunteers  and most importantly the support from the Hong Kong SAR Government.  After the return to the Motherland in July 1997, the Movement including the subvention funding from the Hong Kong Government to HKGGA and all other uniform groups in Hong Kong have not been affected.In fact the subvention to HKGGA was doubled since 2013.  This increase in funding was applied also to all other uniform youth groups in Hong Kong.

All trainers, guiders, commissioners, deputy and assistant chief commissioners, instructors and regional members as well as the President, Vice Presidents and Executive Council member are volunteers to make this the largest women’s association in Hong Kong.  Thousands of girls and young women have been trained in leadership qualities and in providing assistance to those less fortunate in our community. 

Hong Kong Girl Guides Association has attained Championship and 1st Runner-up status in the “The Highest Service Hour Award (Public Organizations)” that organized by Social Welfare Department, HKSAR from 2007-2021; 

We also attained the Top Ten Highest Volunteer Hours (Top 10 organizations with highest service hours in respective segments - Public corporations) and Outstanding Corporate & Non-Commercial Organization - Excellence Gold Award of Hong Kong Volunteer Award (“HKV-Award”) in 2022 that co-organized by the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau and the Agency for Volunteer Service (“AVS”) 

A total of 111 members attained the Secretary for Home Affairs’ Commendation Scheme from 2002 to 2021.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, our teams of Girl Guides provided face masks to those in need, as well as charity packs donated by vice presidents to the underprivileged. 

We also took part in several active anti-epidemic community voluntary services that were organized by Government departments and NGOs which exemplified the Guiding spirit of serving the community.
All youth members were in touch with leaders via zoom and on our website during these challenging times.

All women in Hong Kong have been able to receive free government-subvented education from Kindergarten through to High school due to government subvention.   All universities inclusing the 8 highly rated government-funded universities have given equal opportunities towomen to acquire degrees including those in medicine, law, technology, finance, education etc.s.  These degrees are recognized and accepted internationally.   
In fact recent statistics show that the number of female students in major professional courses has surpassed that of their male counterparts.

Women in Hong Kong have an innate desire to excel in their own fields.  They strive to find work that meet their aspirations. Att the same time women serve as the key provider and carer in the family as well as  the person responsible for the well being and up growing of the offsprings in the family.   They are hardworking, innovative and competitive.  They also possess leadership qualities that are passed onto the next generation.

Compared to other cities in South East Asia and perhaps the rest of the world, Hong Kong  stands out in the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women.  Opportunities in career development, job selection, top salaries and compensations for women are most probably the best in the world and definitely in the Asia Pacific Region.

When CEDAW was first introduced to Hong Kong, it provided a benchmark for  the rights of women in all respects. In all fields Hong Kong women have enjoyed equal opportunities and there has been a great improvement especially during the past 20 years when women were able to reach the top positions in all walks of life.
On the whole, Hong Kong Women are not hindered in any way  by gender, religion, race, colour, class nor social constraints.

Since CEDAW, there came another booster for the protection of women and their rights alongside  other residents in Hong Kong. This was the introduction of The Hong Kong National Security Law (HKNSL) in June 2020.  
The HKNSL ensures security and stability in Hong Kong.  Hong Kong residents, including women can live without fear of riots and other forms of threats and disturbance, and continue to enjoy free speech, free press and the freedom of association.  Liberty and democracy in Hong Kong have been enhanced as people can now express freely different opinions without the apprehension of  threat to personal security which  was the case during the social unrest in 2019.
All in all, there was no  adverse impact on the freedoms that women enjoyed prior to the implementation of the HKNSL.

HKGGA being a non-political non-profit organization will strive to maintain the equalities for women and to achieve its missions for women  to reach their full development potential and be  responsible nationals, and in furtherance of their contribution to the world gobally. 
HKGGA will  “Build Together”,  “Enjoy Together”,  “Mix Together”  and  “Win Together”  with the whole world as  “One Whole Big Family” !


