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SUMMARY

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following report was drafted by Non-Governmental Organizations that ensure the promotion and defense of Children Rights in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention of United Nations related to Children Rights, notably the article 44.

It is made up of five chapters, notably:

· The first chapter that is devoted to the general introduction and presents the report draft background, methodology of work, difficulties encountered, information sources, political situation, social and economic environment in Democratic Republic of Congo;

· Chapter 2 introduces the general application measures and provides data analysis related to international standards approved by the Democratic Republic of Congo as well as national standards developed in order to reinforce the international standards showing that progress has been made satisfactorily with regard to the legal protection of children, notably through the ratification of all conventions aimed to the protection of children including those who are involved in armed conflicts et the promulgation of the law related to the protection of children that supports the approved international standards on local basis;

· Chapter 3 deals with the question of prevention, showing in the first section that direct participation of the child in hostilities is a reality even though the exact number is not captured due to inaccessibility to the sites where they are placed. Concerning the compulsory recruitment of children in armed forces and groups addressed in section 2 of this chapter, corroborating information confirm the presence of children in armed forces and militia;

· Chapter 4 refers to the question of minimum age for voluntary enrolment showing that there is no minimum age for children to be engaged into armed forces given the compulsory military services do not exist nor legal provisions allowing the presence  of children in the army even as apprentice;

· Chapter 5 is related to the protection clause and states that the law about the protection of children adopted in January 2010 has improved the legal status of children. The same apply with other regulations adopted or amended for better protection of children;

· Chapter 6 analyses the mandatory dissemination of the convention as well as the demobilization of children and show that information provided by the government are partially exact mostly points 114, 117 and 118 of its report, and this is a major concern, thus additional information  shall be provided. Concerning the dissemination of the convention, this report shows that the circulation of the relevant text is not effective in the field;

· Chapter 7 talks about the cooperation between states for a smooth execution of the convention and shows that the report of the state acknowledges the financial support received from multilateral partners without giving the amounts received and their allocation as well as other steps that shall be taken for effective implementation of the convention;

· Chapter 8 gives different recommendations suggested to the committee in order to reinforce the convention throughout the national territory.
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CHAPTER V: RECOMMENDATIONS


61. The Committee shall make the following recommendations to the Government:

1. Consider any proceedings against officers and sub officers involved in forced enrolment of children in the armed forces as well as their direct participation in hostilities;

2. Consider also any proceedings against chiefs of rebels groups who allegedly have involved children in the armed groups as well as their direct participation in hostilities;

3. Take legal and administrative measures needed to voluntary enrolment of children in national armed forces protection of children against any worst types of work including sexual abuse and any violence;

4. Provide accurate information on the fate of children as mentioned in point 117 of its report;

5. Provide any information on the fate of children who are under sentence due to military offence throughout the national territory in accordance with point 118 of its report;

6. Ensure a wide circulation to officers and troops, as well as the entire population about the optional agreement to the convention related to the Children Rights concerning the involvement of children in armed conflicts and involve civil society associations in this campaign;

7. Ensure the reintegration of demobilized children providing them with means needed and improve their intellectual and moral capacity to help them become good citizens;

8. Involve multilateral partners in all aspects of the demobilization process to obtain satisfactory results;

9. Provide figures on national and international financial resources used for the demobilization and reintegration process in favor of children who were involved in armed conflicts and show the allocation of these resources. 



