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Basic Information  
HISTORY  The British colony of Northern Rhodesia gained independence and was admitted t 
to membership of the United Nations as the Republic of  Zambia in 1964.
POPULATION (November 2021, estimated
)

 
        
                        19,078,000

Males annually reaching recruitment age (approx)
:  
    

                  213,674
MILITARY RECRUITMENT has always been voluntary

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION:  No provision ever made.

MINIMUM RECRUITMENT AGE:
 16
 

ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2021
:
            
                   85,100

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                     7.1%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2021



                  $282m                                
 
Per capita
   






                                   $15

As % of  GDP 







                     1.3%
The Zambian Defence Force had its roots in the Northern Rhodesia Regiment a multi-ethnic  voluntary military unit which was raised by the British colonial government and had served with distinction in the Second World War.   After independence, recruitment into the Zambian armed forces remained voluntary and the question of conscientious objection to military service has thus never arisen.  However in 1965 the office of the President of Zambia stated: "As a member of the U.N. this Government accepts all the obligations that such membership involves. It is understood that this includes recognition of conscientious objection as a human right."   (as reported to the UN Commission on Human Rights, 1993).
A different aspect of conscientious objection was however addressed by the UN Human Rights Committee  in its Concluding Observations on Zambia’s Second Periodic Report under the ICCPR: “The requirement to sing the national anthem and salute the flag as a
condition of attending a State school, despite conscientious objection, appears
to be an unreasonable requirement and to be incompatible with articles 18 and 24
of the Covenant.”

 In 1963 a “Land Army”  was formed as the youth wing of the independence movement, intended to provide a military option in an event that round table negotiations failed.  It is not entirely clear to what extent after independence it was refocused on resettling young people on the land and producing food, establishing small industrial enterprises and developing sports skills, or whether it was completely demobilised.   However, due to Zambia's position as a front line state in the anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa, it was revived through an Act of Parliament on December 20, 1971 as the The Zambian National Service (ZNS)  with a heavier emphasis on military training.  in 1974 this military training became compulsory for fifth form school leavers, university graduates and government officials with the objective of providîng basic military instruction to all Zambian citizens in the event they needed to be mobilised as reservists during wartime.   In 1980 the compulsory training for school leavers was dropped it seems probable that all recruitment is now voluntary.  It was reported in 1995
 that the period of service was two years, including three months’ military training; this may no longer be the case - the facebook page of the ZNS, while describing it as part of the Zambian Defence Force,  now exclusively emphasises its role in training citizens in agriculture and crafts, rather than any military element, and the most recent activities highlighted, as of the end of January 2023 are clearing rubbish and repairing highways.  Those undertaking the service have never been classified as members of the armed forces.

Zambia signed the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the  involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC) but has yet to ratify, therefore the Committee on the Rights of the Child has not had an opportunity to investigate whether all recruitment into the ZNS is voluntary, and whether any element of military training remains in the education system.with  the Protocol.

�	Source:  The Military Balance 2022 (International Institute of Strategic Studies, London), which bases its estimate on “demographic statistics taken from the US Census Bureau”.


�	Ibid: - calculated from the quoted proportion of the 2020 population which were males between the ages of 15 and 19. 


�	Source:  Child Soldiers International (formerly Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers), Louder than words: an 	agenda for action to end  state use of child soldiers   London, September 2012, Appendix 2..


�	The Military Balance 2022, op cit. 


�	Stockholm International Peace Research Institute – SIPRI, April 2022
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�	Gouault, J. 1995. Service National, quelle options? Serie POUR Avec. GREP Editions/UNESCO, Paris. 





