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Thank You Chair,
Today I express gratitude to you Chair, to the Country Rapporteur, Ms. Faith Dikeledi Tlakula and to all the members of the CERD for the active and constructive engagement with the Jamaican delegation over the past two-days. You have given us much food for thought and provided a basis for further self-reflection and internal assessment in our journey towards a more equal and just society for all.
I would also wish to acknowledge the role of Professor Verene Shepherd and commend her for the sterling leadership of this Committee as its Chair. She is the living embodiment of the importance, Jamaica, as a country places on the issue of eliminating racial discrimination.   
Please be assured that the Government of Jamaica remains resolute in its commitment to the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. We will continue the work of promoting respect for human rights which we believe to be universal, inalienable, indivisible, and interdependent.
Importantly, the Government of Jamaica remains unwavering in its commitment to fulfil its human rights obligations to the people of Jamaica and all other peoples within it, and to continue its cooperation with the UN Human Rights mechanisms, including treaty bodies such as the CERD.
We will also relentlessly pursue the creation of the world foreseen by His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I and immortalised in song by Bob Marley - the world which ‘permanently discredits and abandons philosophies and regimes which hold one race superior and another inferior’ - we work towards a world of full recognition, justice and development of people of African descent everywhere, and the unification of the world.
Chair,
Jamaica, despite its size and limited resources, has made significant strides in implementing the Convention and in rooting out any hint of racial discrimination within the society. We have sought to address past wrongs and to strengthen our legal and institutional frameworks. We will continue to bolster existing mechanisms for the protection and advancement of the rights of every citizen, at all levels of the Jamaican society no matter the race, colour, creed or class. 
Chair,

We acknowledge that there is room for improvement, and we are resolved to engage and ensure the full respect of the rights of all Jamaicans - by all Jamaicans. Jamaica will remain welcoming to all persons regardless of hue. We strive to foster unity as a people out of many one nation, a motto of which we are distinctly proud.
This engagement has reinforced our commitment to always to self-examine and to identify gaps. We have had occasion to share best practices and experiences with those outside of Jamaica - and as such we very much appreciate and welcome the fruitful engagement with the Committee. 
We look forward to receiving the Committee’s concluding observations and will faithfully relay to our Cabinet, the concerns and recommendations made over the past two days. 
I thank you. 
One Love - One Heart
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