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Submission to the 2019 meeting of chairpersons of the UN human rights treaty bodies
24-28 June 2019

Summary of recommendations to the Chairpersons. We encourage the Chairs to:
· Request the OHCHR to publicize and disseminate easily accessible information on what the annual funding gap to hold the three annual sessions of treaty bodies is, in order to facilitate third party support to the call for states to address the funding gap, notably from treaty body members and civil society.
· Request the OHCHR to propose options to reduce expenditures on travel going forward that would not curtail the participation of treaty body members in regular sessions. 
· Clearly articulate the modalities of a fixed and coordinated review cycle of states parties’ reports
· Request the OHCHR to undertake a thorough and independent evaluation of the capacity strengthening project initiated by OHCHR on the basis of resolution 68/268, including details on the effectiveness of the project, good practices, lessons learnt, and recommendations going forward.  
· Endorse the San Jose Guidelines, in the case of the CESCR
· Endorse the paper on the role of focal points and rapporteurs on reprisals (HRI/MC/2019/2)
· Consider other opportunities for inter-treaty body meeting or exchanges with the Coordination Committee on issues of common concern going forward, including but not limited to reprisals.  
· To endorse the Joint statement on the UN Defenders Declaration[footnoteRef:1] , for those which haven’t done so yet[footnoteRef:2] [1:  https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23154&LangID=E ]  [2:  The statement has been endorsed by the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Committee on Migrant Workers, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and the Human Rights Committee. ] 


1. General Assembly review of the treaty body system in 2020
We welcome the allocation of a full day of discussion between the chairs to prepare for the 2020 review. 
1.1. Funding cuts affecting the functioning of the treaty bodies
We are deeply concerned by the cuts to representatives travel affecting the treaty bodies and have deployed substantial efforts to support the calls by chairs and members to reverse the trend of reduced funding for the regular operations of the treaty bodies. NGOs have reacted to the cuts through a range of initiatives, including inter alia
· A joint public letter to states which had been endorsed by 428 organisations from all world regions at the time of writing,
· A joint letter to the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Secretary General 
· Treaty body specific initiatives, including in relation to CEDAW and CRC
We welcome the swift reaction of the chairs, notably the joint letter to the High Commissioner and Secretary General dated 10 May 2019. We remain deeply concerned by reports that the funding cuts may affect the ability of treaty bodies to have three annual session in the next two years. 

Recommendations
· We encourage the Chairs to request the OHCHR to publicize and disseminate easily accessible information on what the annual funding gap to hold the three annual sessions of treaty bodies is, in order to facilitate third party support to the call for states to address the funding gap, notably from treaty body members and civil society.
· We encourage the Chairs to request the OHCHR to propose options to reduce expenditures on travel going forward that would not curtail the participation of treaty body members in regular sessions. 

1.2. Outcome Document: Meeting of Treaty Body Members, 26-27 February 2019, Copenhagen, Denmark
A large number of state and non-state actors have called for the treaty bodies, especially the chairpersons, to come up with new proposals to strengthen the system ahead of the 2020 review. We welcome the publication of this outcome paper. We welcome the call that all treaty bodies should adopt a fixed calendar and coordinate scheduling for the review of state parties reports. We look forward to the concrete proposals of the members and chairs as to how the fixed and coordinated calendars would work in practice. 

Recommendation: We encourage the Chairs to clearly articulate the modalities of a fixed and coordinated review cycle of states parties’ reports

1.3. OHCHR capacity building programme for States
We welcome the establishment of the programme which has helped many States to submit reports, many of which had been delayed for decades.  According to the second report of the Secretary General on 68/268, the programme has benefitted more than 350 State officials from 135 countries. It contributed not only to the submission of outstanding periodic reports, but also new ratifications, and the establishment of National Mechanisms for Reporting and Follow up (NMRFs). These are very welcome achievements given how difficult the reporting process can be for smaller and lesser–resourced states
Nonetheless, we are concerned that the programme does not seem to have had a significant impact in reducing the overall amount of overdue reports. The most recent figures show that 83 per cent of reports are still not submitted on time. More worryingly, global reporting compliance has only increased from 11% in May 2014  to 17% in December 2017,  after three years of major investment in the capacity-building programme. These results are particularly poor when compared with figures from 2008-2010 when global reporting compliance was 33% of states parties, which was already considered a poor rate at the time. 
According to the Programme Budget Implication (A/68/779), the annual cost of the programme is 4’457’500 USD[footnoteRef:3]. This means that over 22 M USD have been invested in the programme since it was initiated in 2014. [3:  Annex II] 

It should also be noted that the average number of State party reports received annually by the treaty bodies has decreased steadily in recent years, from 140 a year from 2008 to 2010  to 128.8 a year from 2014 to 2017.  This at a time when conversely, the global number of ratifications has increased (+3.7% in just 2016-2017). 
In addition to the limited global improvements on states’ reporting compliance, we are concerned that the capacity building programme has brought limited or no benefit for civil society. The programme was created by States and for States, and thus civil society has not benefited meaningfully from the programme.

Recommendation: We encourage the Chairs to request the OHCHR to undertake a thorough and independent evaluation of the capacity strengthening project initiated by OHCHR on the basis of resolution 68/268, including details on the effectiveness of the project, good practices, lessons learnt, and recommendations going forward.  

2. Implementation of the Guidelines against Intimidation or Reprisals (the San José Guidelines)
We welcome the consideration of the paper on the role of focal points and rapporteurs on reprisals (HRI/MC/2019/2) and the outcome report of the workshop on reprisals held in December 2018 (HRI/MC/2019/CRP.2). We also welcome the improvements in transparency and accessibility of information for victims of reprisals and the identification of focal points on the new OHCHR webpage. 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/Pages/Reprisal.aspx 
The workshop on reprisals also provided an opportunity for representatives of all treaty bodies to meet with members of other treaty bodies, as well as members of the Coordination Committee of UN special procedures, both of which were considered welcome and rare opportunities for engagement by those involved.  
Recommendations: We encourage the Chairs to:
· To endorse the San Jose Guidelines, in the case of the CESCR
· Endorse the paper on the role of focal points and rapporteurs on reprisals (HRI/MC/2019/2)
· Consider other opportunities for inter-treaty body meeting or exchanges with the Coordination Committee on issues of common concern going forward, including but not limited to reprisals.  
· We also encourage those treaty bodies that have not yet endorsed the Joint statement on the UN Defenders Declaration[footnoteRef:4] to do so[footnoteRef:5] [4:  https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23154&LangID=E ]  [5:  The statement has been endorsed by the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Committee on Migrant Workers, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and the Human Rights Committee. ] 
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