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TWENTY FIRST SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PROTECTION OF MIGRANT WORKERS AND MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES HELD IN GENEVA FROM 1 TO 5 SEPTEMBER 2014 – CONSIDERATION OF INITIAL REPORT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA, 2 and 3 SEPTEMBER 2014
CLOSING STATEMENT BY MR EBENEZER APPREKU, DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF GHANA TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICES AT GENEVA AND VIENNA AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS IN SWITZERLAND AND AUSTRIA AND ALTERNATE LEADER OF THE GHANA DELEGATION TO THE 21 ST SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE, 3 SEPTEMBER 2014
Mr Chairman,

Distinguished Members of the Committee

Distinguishes Ladies and Gentleman

I have the honour and privilege to deliver the closing statement on behalf of the Ghana delegation. 
In his opening statement yesterday, the Head of the Ghanaian delegation, and  the Permanent Representative of Ghana in Geneva, H.E Ambassador Eddico, stated that ‘ this Initial reporting process should offer Ghana the opportunity to exchange views and seek the guidance of the Committee in order to strengthen Ghana’s capacity to implement the provisions of the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
Mr Chairperson,

Over the past two days, the spirit of constructive dialogue characterized by the penetrating questions and issues raised by the distinguished members of this Committee, have exceeded our expectations.  You have been kind enough to commend the positive aspects of Ghana’s Initial Report and our national migration management policies where praise was due, and have equally been honest in pointing out our shortcomings, thereby reminding us that there is more room for improvement.  We cannot afford to be complacent. 

Some of the challenges you have raised and concerns expressed are already receiving necessary attention through a variety of legislative, administrative and practical measures taken at the national level.   For example, if or when eventually adopted, the Draft National Migration Policy will go a long way in enhancing our national capacity to gather more reliable data, ensure greater policy coherence concerning migration and a more effective implementation of the Migrant Workers Convention. 

Mr Chairperson, the members of the Ghanaian delegation have endevoured to provide frank and honest responses to some of the pertinent questions posed to the best of our knowledge and our ability. In order to facilitate the discharge of the mandate of this Committee, our delegation, after due consultations with the competent authorities in our capital,  will endeavour to provide any additional  information which we have not been able to provide during this session. 

 As a source, transit and destination country for migration, Ghana deeply appreciates the fact that migration is a global phenomenon affecting every country, big or small.  Ghana’s foreign policy subscribes to a principle of humanity that dictates that the people and Government of Ghana are to treat migrant workers and their families as well as other categories of foreigners staying in our country, in the same way we wish other countries treat Ghanaians abroad.

The constitution of Ghana underscores this policy by entrenching fundamental human rights provisions, including the principle of non-discrimination and the promotion of the rule of law, recognizing the dignity of the individual and our collective humanity.   The Constitution provides for a Human Rights Court, to which any person, without discrimination as to nationality or status, who thinks his or her fundamental human right has been violated may have access, without prejudice to any other lawful action available to him or her.  Migrants who have cases pending in court but may have overstayed their visas, are typically granted extension of their stay to enable them to exhaust the local remedies.
The Constitution of Ghana stipulates that the list of fundamental rights provided in its Bill of Rights is not exhaustive, in that the bill of rights shall encompass international human rights norms or treaties which might enter into force at a future date after the constitution had come into effect.
Therefore, Ghana takes its commitments assumed under the Migrant Workers Convention  seriously. Ghana will continue to urge our neighbours and development partners that have not ratified or acceded to the Convention to do so, as there is hardly any country which does not benefit from migration.  Many a citizen today was a migrant or the child of a migrant yesterday.  Some categories of migrant workers from investment originating developed countries are usually called investors or expatriates thus they tend to forget that the term migrant does not and ought not to refer only to the less skilled worker or employee from developing country.  
Ghana will, therefore,  appeal to citizens of all nations to eschew xenophobic tendencies including in the area of sports.  In the age of satellite television and instantaneous communication, the spectacle of a stadium full of thousands of football fans hooting at a migrant football player because of the colour of his skin will undermine our collective effort at changing attitudes towards migrants because of the enormous power of the media, lest the younger generation be misled by the unfortunate impression that it is normal to hate a migrant or blame the foreigner for all your domestic problems.   
In the light of these realities, Ghana together with like-minded countries, including the African Group, at the Human Right Council, will continue actively to advocate for the protection of the rights of migrants to be accorded priority attention on the agenda of the Council.  Similarly, in the context of its membership of the Steering Committee of  the Global Forum on Migration and Development, as well as the High Level Dialogue on Migration and Development, Ghana has been consistent in calling for the inclusion of the rights of migrants and the link between migration and development on the post-2015 agenda and exploring ways to reduce the cost of remittances through international cooperation.  The same attitude underpinned Ghana’s position in some of the debates on the work of the International Law Commission with regards to topic the ‘Expulsion of Aliens’ underscoring the need for aliens facing expulsion to be treated with dignity as human beings and to enjoy due process of law.
Our national position and attitude has been informed by the fact that, as a State party to the International Convention on the Rights of Migrants Workers and Members of Their Families, our commitment towards the goal of implementing the Convention for the benefit of migrants living within the territorial jurisdiction of Ghana, must be matched by equal commitment to promote the universal acceptance of the norms recognized under the Convention in order to enhance the chances of our nationals in the diaspora being treated with the dignity and respect they deserve as human beings, regardless of their status wherever they may find themselves outside of Ghana.
Mr Chairperson, to conclude , the Ghanaian delegation wishes to assure you that necessary and diligent steps will be taken to follow up on the concluding observations and recommendations which this Committee has made as a result of the consideration of Ghana’s Initial Report during its current session.

Finally, on behalf of the Ghanaian delegation we wish to express our profound appreciation for the cooperation and generous courtesies accorded our delegation by the distinguished members of the Committee under your able stewardship. Our profound appreciation also goes to the hardworking officials of the Secretariat as well as the remarkable Interpreters.    The Secretary to the Committee, Mr Bradford Smith, and his team, whose patience and indulgence in waiting and processing our Initial Report on the eve of the commencement of this session, deserves the special gratitude of my delegation. We are hereby placing on record for future Ghanaian delegations to be guided that Ghana’s future periodic reports should  certainly be submitted before the given deadline to allow members of the Committee enough time to study the report and to facilitate early translation into the other official languages of the United Nations before the session begins. Any inconvenience caused is deeply regretted. 

May the work of the Committee flourish. You can continue to count on the support of the Government and people of Ghana to this end.             

 I thank you for your kind attention.

