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Preface
Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights (Egypt) presents this report in the context of its interest in promoting respect for human rights in the Arab region, particularly with regard to migrant workers’ rights. This comes in conjunction with holding the 30th session of the Committee on the Rights of Migrant Workers, which will be held from 1 April to 12 April 2019. Hence, Libya has ratified this Convention in 2004. This report demonstrates Libya's violation of many articles of the Convention as well as acts of violence and arbitrary detention of migrant workers in Libyan prisons. Among these violations is migration across the Mediterranean Sea, where thousands of migrant workers die without protection from States parties. Furthermore, migrant workers are sold for a sum of money, while all parties of the conflict in Libya are committing these violations.

Drowning of Migrant Workers in the Mediterranean Sea
Many migrants are former workers who no longer have a license to carry out any work or activity on the Libyan territory. These workers are from many countries including Niger, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Somalia and others, and because of the difficulty in renewing their documents, they are turning from migrant workers to immigrants, lost their way back to the homelands. Whereas, refugees and migrant workers are at risk of rape, torture and kidnapping for ransom by traffickers and smugglers. They are also exposed to the religious persecution and abuses by armed groups and criminal gangs, and most importantly, they are exposed to drowning in the Mediterranean when they try to escape the hell of these previously mentioned abuses.
Statistics show that during the year of 2018, the number of migrants by sea has increased. During March and April there are at least 2,600 people migrating through the Mediterranean. In June and July, more than 721 migrants sank in the Mediterranean Sea. Whereas, “Proactiva”, which is a non-governmental organization, found a ship on which a woman is alive and two other dead bodies.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  European Union report: Europe bears direct responsibility for the rising number of shipwrecks in the Mediterranean - August 2018.] 


Moreover, since the beginning of 2018, until August of the same year, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) reported the arrival of approximately 20,000 people to Italy and Malta by sea, most of whom were deported from Libya. According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), approximately 1,111 people were either dead or lost during crossing the Mediterranean. As of August 2018, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) said there were 669,176 migrants in Libya, including 60,000 children. 

In January 2019, nearly 170 people drowned while two boats sank, the first one carrying 117 people, and the second sank in the water area between Morocco and Spain with 53 people on board. On January 20, 2019, 144 refugees and migrants were rescued by the UNHCR, from the “Lady Sham” commercial ship.[footnoteRef:2] All of that, and still, a large number of the lives of migrant workers are tragically lost in the depths of the Mediterranean, and they continue to pay the price of escaping from poverty to work in other countries as well as paying a price for the race of politicians and European countries, of which they have nothing to do with.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  . https://bit.ly/2nmxwm2 ]  [3:  موقع المفوضية السامية لشئون اللاجئين. https://bit.ly/2tTeXZW ] 


While, this constitute a clear violation to Article 16 (1) of the convention, which stipulates “Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to liberty and security of person.” As well as Article 16 (2) of the convention, which stipulates “Migrant workers and members of their families shall be entitled to effective protection by the State against violence, physical injury, threats and intimidation, whether by public officials or by private individuals, groups or institutions.”

Committed violations in the detention centers
There are several detention centers of the Reconciliation (Al-Wefaq) government, which were established under the Libyan political agreement signed by the United Nations in 2015. This is in addition to the detention centers of the militias, such as "Ain Zawa and Tajoura Center in the suburbs of Tripoli" along with the "Karamim" detention center. While, all of these centers are under the control of the Reconciliation National Government, and inside these centers, the detainees are being assaulted, raped and extorted by state officials or smugglers. Furthermore, migrants are subjected to discrimination on the basis of color and religion, where black migrants are subjected to more serious violations than any other migrants.

Moreover, the authorities unlawfully detain migrants in centers managed by the Ministry of the Interior and supervised by the Anti-Illegal Immigration Agency, as well as detention centers under militia control. Hence, human rights reports indicate that approximately 20,000 detainees in 2017 and 2018 were tortured.  Whereas, many women in detention centers were raped by armed groups, resulting in unwanted pregnancies, all of which were carried out by the illegal immigration agency without any judicial or legal action against it. Of which, constitutes a violation of article 16 of the the Convention, paragraph (4), which states that “Migrant workers and members of their families shall not be subjected individually or collectively to arbitrary arrest or detention; they shall not be deprived of their liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as are established by law.”

Furthermore, a group of militias are also involved in the trafficking of migrant workers. For example, Anas al-Dabbashi militia, led by Ahmad al-Dabbashi, is one of the armed groups controlling human trafficking in the town of Saratha in Libya, where they smuggle and sell migrants for money. This is in addition to militias working in the west of Libya, on human trafficking as well. These include, the group, "Abu Musab Abu Qarin" located in the area of "Dahman near Saratha", and further, there are way too many of these militias that exploit migrant workers for money.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  فيديو يوضح معانه شباب مصريون يرون كيف دخلوا ليبيا بشكل غير قانوني وكيف كادوا أن يفقدوا حياتهم – 17 يوليو 2018] 


This demonstrates the extent to which all parties are involved in the trafficking of migrant workers in exchange for money, whereas there are no migrants workers’ rights in this country. According to the articles of the Convention, this is a clear violation of Article 20 of the Convention. Paragraph (1), of which stipulates that “No migrant worker or member of his or her family shall be imprisoned merely on the ground of failure to fulfil a contractual obligation.”.

In May 2018, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) launched an alert on the humanitarian situation of 800 people held in detention centers in the town of Zourouh in western Libya. In March, there were 4,400 refugees and displaced migrants detained in Libya. Furthermore, in May 2018 the numbers increased to 7,000 refugees living in Libyan detention centers. As of August 2018, the numbers have reached 9,000 migrants held in official detention centers according to the Immigration Organization.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Human Rights Watch Report 2018/2019. https://bit.ly/2T7dSce ] 


According to an Amnesty International report,[footnoteRef:6] a Sudanese worker reported his tragedy in detention centers, saying: [6:  Amnesty International Report - Niger: the deportation of 100 Sudanese citizens to Libya - May 2018. https://bit.ly/2ySnnnj ] 


That he had fled the deportation, and went to Libya in search of work. However, when he arrived there, he was arrested along with about 50 other people and held in appalling conditions for six months. He said “I was beaten every day, sometimes with a stick.  I had to work and dig in the ground. They wanted money and told me to call my family. I had no one to call. I saw others around me being beaten and some died following their injuries and diseases. After six months they let me go… From there, I went [looking] for security and everywhere I went there was none. I found a big car going to Niger transporting goods. I got in and went to Niger.”

International relations waste the rights of Migrant Workers 
International human rights organizations have accused European governments of colluding with the parties of the conflict in Libya regarding abuses against migrant workers. This is through supporting the Libyan authorities in intercepting migrants from crossing the sea and returning them to detention centers, whereas European governments help to abuse and torture migrant workers.

In 2016, Italy began to take a plenty of measures to prevent Libyan migrants from reaching Italy. Whereas, Italy provided the Libyan Coast Guard with equipment, including 4 speedboats, as well as training for the guards, and other forms of support. In early 2018, the Italian Coast Guard began to hand over all those rescued through rescue operations in international waters near Libya to the Libyan coast guard, exposing them to the risk of torture.

On February 2, 2017, Italy concluded an agreement with Libya to establish measures to limit the travel of refugees and migrants to Europe through a memorandum of understanding. By which, Italy should work with the Libyan military forces and border control forces to stop illegal immigrants and prevent them from reaching Europe, as well as providing the Libyan Coast Guard with the needed equipment. The implementation of this agreement started with the interception of 20,000 people by the coast guard, and returning them to Libyan detention centers. While, thousands of migrant workers are still trapped in Libyan detention camps and are exposed to constant torture, which concludes how Italy shared the illegal confinement and placement of migrants in the detention centers with Libya.

As a consequence, in April 2018, the Libyan Coast Guard intercepted 1,485 migrants, including women and children at sea, and returned them to detention centers. What makes it a total of 5,000 people, who got intercepted at sea only in the first four months of 2018, and this is according to the International Organization for Migration.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Amnesty International Report - Libya's disgraceful EU policies cause high rates of detention of migrants and refugees https://bit.ly/2In3dsm ] 


On November 8, 2018, migrants and refugees, including children trying to reach Europe, were found in a boat across the Mediterranean Sea. Whereas, “Navin”, a Panama-flagged ship, was monitored by the Italian and Maltese maritime authorities, but migrants refused to get off the ship and protested. Unfortunately, eventually 14 people were transferred to detention center, after agreeing to leave the, including a baby.

Under international law, no person should be sent to a place where his or her life is in danger. Furthermore, the governments of Europe and Panama should have worked with the Libyan authorities to find a solution for people aboard the ship to ensure that they do not end up in detention for indefinite period. Especially, in the Libyan detention centers where torture is widespread.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Report Refugees and migrants refuse to get off the ship in desperate begging to avoid detention and torture https://bit.ly/2S4ey0R ] 


This also constitutes a violation of article 64, paragraph 1, of the Convention, which stipulates that "Without prejudice to article 79 of the present Convention, the States Parties concerned shall as appropriate consult and co-operate with a view to promoting sound, equitable and humane conditions in connection with international migration of workers and members of their families".

As well as, article 67, which stipulates that “States Parties concerned shall co-operate as appropriate in the adoption of measures regarding the orderly return of migrant workers and members of their families to the State of origin when they decide to return or their authorization of residence or employment expires or when they are in the State of employment in an irregular situation.”

It is therefore possible to say that Libya is not a safe haven for its migrant workers or refugees because of its violence and human rights violations, not only in violation of the Migrant Workers Convention, its torture, rape of women, and human trafficking, which are against all the international instruments that call for the protection of the human right to life. 

Detention centers where thousands of migrants, including women, men and children, are being subjected to torture. Life in the depths of the Mediterranean, under the full view of the international community. It is not limited to this, but because of the political conflict between States, they conclude agreements against humanity. At the end, let us recognize that Libya has an employment-friendly environment. If the international community provides material support or any other form of support, these workers can escape all these abuses and reduce the employment crisis in Libya.

Recommendations
· The international community must intervene to resolve the crisis of migrant workers in Libya through cooperation with the Libyan government and provide support in all its forms to eliminate the violations.
· All parties must stop the detention of migrant workers and migrants and release them from their detention centers.
· Libya must accede to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention and recognize UNHCR, as the UN refugee agency, to cooperate in the evacuation of detainees.
· Libya should stop intercepting migrant workers in the Mediterranean and allow them to return to their homelands.
· The international community must intervene to stop Italy's measures to close the migration route across Libya and across the Mediterranean, endangering the lives of migrants.
· Libya should cooperate with international organizations such as MSF to eliminate the violations that occur to migrant workers.
· Libya should cooperate with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to carry out deportations of migrant workers, migrants and refugees detained in detention centers for repatriation.
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