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Introduction

The Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) submits this alternative report to the Human Rights Committee, focusing on the International Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). The report aims to shed light on the challenges faced by Indigenous Khmer-Krom women in Vietnam's Mekong Delta, highlighting systemic violations of their fundamental rights by the Government of Vietnam. Highlighting the stark contrast between the realities depicted in this report and Vietnam's official CEDAW submission, the KKF seeks to draw attention to pervasive discrimination and ongoing human rights violations experienced by Khmer-Krom women who reside in rural areas, where most of them live. These Khmer-Krom women are the poorest, the least educated, and live under the poverty line. This alternative report is presented with the hope that it prompts comprehensive questions from the Committee, urging Vietnam to address the outlined human rights issues and align its actions with CEDAW principles.

Compliance with the CEDAW
Article 1: The concept of "discrimination against women", and Article 2: Taking measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women 
In Vietnam's official report, particularly in paragraph 76,  it is claimed that implemented programs have significantly improved the status of women, promoted gender equality, and enhanced access to social services, especially for rural and ethnic minority women. However, the lived experience of Khmer-Krom women contradicts these assertions. On International Women's Day in 2023, Vietnamese authorities disrupted an event in Tra Vinh province organized by Khmer-Krom women, who, despite triple discrimination based on gender, indigenous status, and economic standing, sought to raise awareness about their rights. Following the authorities' interference, the Khmer-Krom community defended their rights, continuing the celebration. Nevertheless, the Soc Trang province police later summoned two Khmer-Krom women, Mrs. Châu Thị Thiên and Mrs. Đinh Thị Huỳnh who participated in that event, in an apparent attempt to intimidate and discourage further advocacy efforts. This incident underscores the disparity between official reports and the harsh realities faced by Khmer-Krom women.
Recommended Questions for the Committee to Ask the State of Viet Nam:
· In light of the reported disruption of a Khmer-Krom women's event in Tra Vinh province on International Women's Day, can Vietnam provide specific details on the measures taken to ensure that all women, including Khmer-Krom women, have the freedom to organize essential events without interference?
· How does Vietnam address the triple discrimination faced by Khmer-Krom women based on gender, indigenous status, and economic standing, particularly in the context of events like the International Women's Day celebration? 
· How does Vietnam address the level of income, the poverty reduction, the lack of education, the lack of marketing skills, the inadequate healthcare, and the essential services of Khmer-Krom women?
Article 3: Ensuring the full development and advancement of women, and Article 4: Special measures to enhance gender equality 
Paragraph 82 of Vietnam's report highlights the National Action Plan for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, outlining specific targets for gender equality. However, the harsh reality for many Khmer-Krom women in the Mekong Delta exposes a significant gap in awareness of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), raising concerns about their potential exclusion. Despite enumerated programs, Khmer-Krom women in the region have not benefited, leading young girls to migrate for low-paying urban jobs due to educational and landlessness challenges.
A tragic incident on August 20, 2021, involving a pregnant Khmer-Krom woman, Mrs. Thi Hon, underscored the dire circumstances. Despite collapsing in a quarantine center in Nam Tan Uyen Industrial Park, efforts to seek help were in vain, resulting in her and her unborn child's tragic death. This incident highlights the urgent need for targeted measures to address the specific challenges faced by Khmer-Krom women in Vietnam.
Recommended Questions for the Committee:
· Considering the reported significant gap in awareness about the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) among Khmer-Krom women in the Mekong Delta, how does Vietnam plan to enhance awareness and inclusion of this vulnerable group in the implementation of the National Action Plan for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda?
· In light of the alarming consequence that Khmer-Krom women in the Mekong Delta have not benefited from various programs intended for women and girls, what specific steps is Vietnam taking to ensure the effective implementation of these initiatives in a way that addresses the unique challenges faced by Khmer-Krom women?
· How does Vietnam plan to address the forced migration of young Khmer-Krom girls from their villages to urban areas due to educational and landlessness challenges, ensuring that they are not compelled to engage in low-paying, unskilled labor positions?
· Regarding the heart-wrenching incident involving Mrs. Thi Hon, what steps has Vietnam taken to address the specific challenges faced by Khmer-Krom women in accessing healthcare, particularly in industrial areas, and to prevent similar tragedies in the future?
Article 5: Gender Role and Gender Stereotypes, and Article 6: Prevention of and combat against trafficking in women and exploitation of women for sex work 
In Paragraph 100, the report discusses efforts to raise awareness of Gender in Sustainable Development through seminars. However, a closer examination reveals a critical oversight in these initiatives, notably the exclusion of indigenous peoples, particularly vulnerable Khmer-Krom women in remote areas. The absence of indigenous languages in these seminars compounds challenges for Khmer-Krom women facing poverty, landlessness, and limited education, hindering their access to leadership roles. This highlights the urgent need for local independent Khmer-Krom women's organizations to address these gaps. Khmer-Krom women, facing numerous challenges, emerge as one of the most vulnerable groups, exposing Khmer-Krom girls to trafficking and exploitation due to limited opportunities. The lack of independent women's associations further compounds their vulnerability, necessitating targeted interventions to protect their rights and well-being in the Mekong Delta.
Recommended Questions for the Committee:
· In light of the critical oversight in initiatives to raise awareness on gender equality, as highlighted in Paragraph 100, how does Vietnam plan to rectify the exclusion of indigenous peoples, especially Khmer-Krom women in remote areas, from seminars addressing gender in sustainable development? What specific measures are in place to include indigenous languages in these initiatives?
· Given the precarious situation faced by Khmer-Krom women, including the absence of independent women's associations, what steps is Vietnam taking to establish and support local-level women's organizations? How does the government plan to ensure these organizations address the challenges faced by Khmer-Krom women in poverty, lack of education, landlessness, and limited job opportunities?
Article 7: Exercising the right to equality in political and community life, and Article 8: Women's participation in international activities 
Khmer-Krom women face denial of their right to self-identify as Khmer-Krom in official documents, labeled instead as "Khmer Nam Bo." The Vietnamese government, refusing to recognize their indigenous status, categorizes them as "ethnic minorities." Living under a one-party communist regime, Khmer-Krom women encounter severe restrictions in running for public positions without government approval. While some Khmer-Krom women are appointed to governmental roles, their primary allegiance lies with the government rather than advocating for Khmer-Krom women's fundamental rights.
Despite Vietnam's programs to encourage women's participation in international activities, there needs to be more initiatives involving indigenous women, including Khmer-Krom women. Various UN activities provide platforms for engagement, yet indigenous women in Vietnam, particularly Khmer-Krom, face barriers in participating and voicing concerns about human rights abuses. This disparity underscores the urgent need to address systemic issues, ensuring the inclusion and representation of Khmer-Krom women in international forums. Advocacy for dismantling barriers and fostering an environment where Khmer-Krom women can actively participate in political, community, and international activities without discrimination is emphasized.
Recommended Questions for the Committee:
· Given the reported denial of the right to self-identification as Khmer-Krom on public documents and the categorization of Khmer-Krom women as "Khmer Nam Bo," what steps is Vietnam taking to recognize and respect the indigenous status of Khmer-Krom women? How does the government plan to eliminate the practice of labeling them as "ethnic minorities" and ensure their right to self-identify is upheld?
· In light of the glaring absence of initiatives involving indigenous women, including Khmer-Krom women, in programs encouraging women's participation in international activities, how does Vietnam plan to address this disparity? What specific measures are being considered to ensure the active inclusion and representation of Khmer-Krom women in international forums, particularly those addressing human rights abuses against them?

Article 9: Nationality Issues
The issue of statelessness is a pressing concern for indigenous peoples in Vietnam, particularly indigenous women who, despite being born in the country, often find themselves without National Identification due to residing in remote areas or being subject to discriminatory policies. This renders them stateless, devoid of official recognition.
A poignant example is Mr. Lam Vong, a Khmer-Krom human rights activist residing in Soc Trang province. Having married Mrs. Chan Chhoda in Cambodia, they have returned to live in his hometown since 2001. Shockingly, Mrs. Chan Chhoda has not been granted any legal documentation, such as a Vietnamese national identification card, leaving her without legal standing to seek employment. Despite the programs purportedly mentioned in Vietnam's report, the reality on the ground reveals that many indigenous peoples and their spouses grapple with unresolved nationality issues, highlighting the disparity between official claims and the persistent challenges faced by these marginalized communities.
Recommended Questions for the Committee:
· Given the reported challenges faced by indigenous women, such as Mrs. Chan Chhoda, in obtaining Vietnamese national identification cards, can Vietnam provide details on specific measures being implemented to address the issue of statelessness for indigenous peoples, particularly those residing in remote areas? How does the government plan to ensure the effective implementation of programs to resolve nationality issues and grant legal recognition to indigenous individuals and their spouses?
· In light of the example of Mr. Lam Vong and his wife, Mrs. Chan Chhoda, how does Vietnam intend to bridge the gap between official claims regarding the resolution of nationality issues and the reported challenges faced by indigenous peoples and their spouses? What steps are being taken to expedite the legal documentation process for individuals like Mrs. Chan Chhoda, ensuring they have the necessary identification to access employment and other essential services?

Article 10: Equality in education, and Article 11: Equality in Employment 
The concept of education should extend beyond the Vietnamese language and encompass the languages of indigenous peoples, including the Khmer-Krom. Unfortunately, the indigenous Khmer-Krom face restrictions in freely learning and utilizing their Khmer language. The current Khmer language classes in public schools attended by Khmer-Krom students need to foster a deep understanding of their mother tongue. These classes provide a mere two to three hours of inconsistent programming per week, rendering it insufficient for Khmer-Krom students to attain proficiency. Consequently, many young Khmer-Krom girls find themselves unable to read or write in their native language.
Khmer-Krom women, often dedicated farmers, wrestle with high farming expenses, leaving some without enough rice to sustain themselves. This economic hardship has a direct impact on the livelihoods of Khmer-Krom girls, prompting alarming dropout rates in recent years. Many are compelled to support their families by working on the farm or seeking employment, perpetuating a cycle of limited opportunities for education.
While some fortunate Khmer-Krom girls secure government scholarships for higher education, their challenges persist post-graduation. Despite their qualifications, many need help finding jobs in their respective fields due to a lack of connections or financial means to navigate the corrupt hiring process. This pervasive issue discourages individuals who have invested years in education only to face insurmountable obstacles upon graduation.
A glaring disparity emerges in the education levels of Khmer-Krom women compared to their Vietnamese counterparts. While Vietnam sends thousands of Vietnamese students abroad for higher education, especially in the United States, Canada, and Australia, Khmer-Krom girls are excluded from these opportunities. Discriminatory policies of the Vietnamese government prevent Khmer-Krom girls from benefiting from international scholarships and impede external efforts to support Khmer-Krom's educational advancement. This obstructs the natural progression of Khmer-Krom individuals who aspire to contribute to their communities and society through education. Addressing these barriers is essential for fostering equal educational opportunities and empowering Khmer-Krom women and girls to achieve their full potential.
Recommended Questions for the Committee:
· How does the Vietnamese government plan to enhance Khmer-Krom language education in public schools to ensure proficiency among Khmer-Krom students, especially addressing the current limitations on in-class hours per week?
· In light of the economic challenges leading to high dropout rates among Khmer-Krom girls, what measures are being taken to alleviate financial burdens on Khmer-Krom families, and how is the government addressing the resulting impact on girls' access to education?
· Considering the disparity in international educational opportunities between Khmer-Krom girls and Vietnamese students, what steps is Vietnam taking to eliminate discriminatory policies and ensure that Khmer-Krom individuals have equal access to international scholarships and external support for educational advancement?

Article 12: Equal access of women to health care and protection 
In Paragraph 167, the report notes a significant increase in health insurance coverage for ethnic minorities, reaching 100% in 2016 from 8% in 1998. However, the reality for Khmer-Krom women is different. Free healthcare is mainly for "Poor Household" categories, excluding those who don't fit this criteria. Even for eligible individuals, the quality of services is insufficient, leading to long queues at local public hospitals. Severe illnesses often force Khmer-Krom women to seek care in better-equipped hospitals outside their provinces, incurring unaffordable costs. Contrary to the report, many Khmer-Krom women receiving free healthcare lack prenatal check-ups, and those with workplace insurance need help managing costs. The experiences of Khmer-Krom women highlight critical gaps in accessing quality healthcare services.
Recommended Questions for the Committee:
· Considering the reported disparity in access to free healthcare for Khmer-Krom women not categorized as "Poor Household," how does Vietnam plan to ensure that all Khmer-Krom women have equal access to free healthcare, regardless of their economic status? What specific measures are being implemented to eliminate the current restrictions on eligibility?
· How does Vietnam plan to address the critical gaps and disparities in access to quality healthcare services for Khmer-Krom women, particularly in the context of prenatal check-ups? What initiatives are being implemented to ensure that all women, including Khmer-Krom women, benefit from essential prenatal care services?

Article 13: Socioeconomic and cultural life, and Article 14: Women in rural areas
In Paragraph 174, the report emphasizes support for women through the Bank for Social Policies to access capital, but Khmer-Krom women's practical experiences differ significantly. Engaged in farming in remote areas, they face challenges such as the financial burden of agricultural inputs and market fluctuations affecting rice prices. This cycle leads to persistent poverty and reliance on loans. When farming proved unprofitable, Khmer-Krom women migrated to urban factories, disconnecting from their cultural heritage. Cultural festivities like the Khmer New Year become challenging due to job insecurity. Comprehensive policies are needed to address these challenges and support the diverse realities of Khmer-Krom women.
Recommended Questions for the Committee:
· Can Vietnam provide specific details on implementing policies supporting Khmer-Krom women's access to capital for production development, and how are these policies reaching women engaged in farming in remote areas?
· How does Vietnam address the challenges Khmer-Krom women face in farming, particularly concerning the financial burden of agricultural inputs and market fluctuations affecting rice prices?
· What measures has Vietnam taken to ensure job security and cultural inclusivity for Khmer-Krom women, especially when migrating to urban areas, to prevent the erosion of their cultural identity?

Article 15: Ensuring women's equal civil rights before courts of law 
In Paragraph 186, the report emphasizes the Government of Vietnam's commitment to ensuring women's rights to equality in civil relations before the law through the Civil Code (2015). However, the stark reality for Khmer-Krom women reveals a significant gap in legal protection, particularly when advocating for their land rights.
The peaceful protest by Khmer-Krom farmers in Tra Phot commune, Kien Giang province, on May 5, 2020, resulted in a brutal crackdown by Vietnamese authorities. Armed with guns, electric batons, and tear gas, the police forces violently attacked 46 Khmer-Krom farmers, including 36 women. Despite their efforts to defend their right to farm on confiscated land, the authorities resorted to arrests and harsh sentences. Women like Mrs. Thi Pech faced one-year probation, while others, including Tien Nam, Tien Dam, and Huynh Van Dep, received sentences ranging from nine months to two years in prison. These sentences were based on the alleged crime of "Resisting a law enforcement officer in the performance of his/her official duties" under Article 330 of the Penal Code.
Further highlighting the systemic disregard for land rights, the arrest of Mrs. Dinh Thi Huynh in Soc Trang province on August 3, 2023, raises alarming concerns. Accused of "Failure to serve a judgment" under Article 380 of the Vietnam Criminal Code, her desperate plea on social media before the arrest revealed the profound injustice she faced. Detained for more than four months without a fair trial, she remains cut off from her family, with no legal representation provided. The demolition of her ancestral family home in February 2022 underscores the persistent challenges faced by Khmer-Krom women in securing fundamental land rights within the legal framework of Vietnam.
Recommended Questions for the Committee:
· In light of the reported brutal crackdown on Khmer-Krom farmers advocating for their land rights, can Vietnam provide details on measures taken to ensure the protection of Khmer-Krom women's civil rights, specifically when facing legal challenges related to land rights? How does the government plan to prevent the alleged use of excessive force and arrests during peaceful protests?
· Given the reported sentences for Khmer-Krom women, such as Mrs. Thi Pech and others, based on charges of "Resisting a law enforcement officer," how does Vietnam intend to ensure fair and unbiased legal proceedings in cases involving Khmer-Krom women? What steps are being taken to address concerns about the appropriate use of legal charges and the severity of sentences imposed on women advocating for their land rights?
· Regarding the case of Mrs. Dinh Thi Huynh, accused of "Failure to serve a judgment," what actions are Vietnam taking to guarantee a fair trial, legal representation, and the protection of her civil rights? How does the government plan to address the reported challenges faced by Khmer-Krom women as they seek to secure fundamental land rights within the legal framework of Vietnam?
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