
Pittsburgh-Matanzas Sister Cities Partnership

Contribution to the presentation of the Report of the Republic of Cub at the 117th session of the CEDR
Name of the organization: Pittsburgh-Matanzas Sister Cities Partnership
Description of the organization: The Pittsburgh-Matanzas Sister Cities is a non-profit collaboration of community, civic society organizations, elected representatives, universities, and individuals who wish to create sustainable relationships with counterparts in Matanzas, Cuba,  incorporated in 1992 .
For over thirty years we have taken thousands of US citizens to Cuba to meet the Cuban people, who share interests. One of the major interests is the unique history of Matanzas as a major slave port in the 1800’s, and the African diaspora in Pittsburgh. 
When we first started interacting with our Cuban neighbors, whereas the history or Matanzas was well known to Cubans, it was not shared much with tourists, all Cuban people seemed to believe that all of humanity began in Africa, and shared some DNA with Africa, especially after Angola.
However, over the years we have witnessed a transformation in Cuba lifting up the contributions people of color have made to liberation struggles worldwide, and we have embarked on a joint effort to preserve, restore and expand Triunvirato, the plantation where Carlota, a slave, first led a rebellion that sparked rebellions island wide. Our goals are to create and capture the voices of those enslaved, not as victims but the heroic aspirations to reject slavery, and all the inequities that keep people from being able to live in equal opportunity.
We welcome this opportunity to stand with the people of Cuba in building a better world, and share their efforts to create a just society despite suffering an illegal blockade by the USA determined to subjugate them.
		
