STATEMENT
by Minister of Social Policy of Ukraine, as the Head of the delegation of the Government of Ukraine participating in consideration of the Combined fifth and sixth report of Ukraine on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
August 30-31, 2022 in Geneva (Swiss Confederation) during the 91st session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child

Dear Mr. Chair!
Dear members of the Committee!
Ladies and Gentlemen!

Since the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991, Ukraine has undertaken to ensure the implementation of this document on its territory. Social policy and actual legal practice of our state aim at putting the principles of the Convention, primarily
- protection of the child's best interests,
- non-discrimination,
- the child's right to life,
- complete and harmonious development of personality
at the core of action for all public and social institutions.
While preparing the Combined V and VI periodic report on Ukraine's implementation of the Convention, we tried to reflect as fully as possible the entire significant amount of work delivered and its achievements.
Today, we’re presenting the steps and measures taken by our state for the best and most complete protection of the interests and rights of children throughout ten years. It is worth emphasizing that within this period Ukraine has been amidst war for eight years. While in the last six months, the Russian Federation launched a full-scale aggression that brought terrible losses and destruction both to the state as a whole and to every family, affecting every child.
While working through the comments provided by the committee, I noted how much has been done during this time, how well we have progressed in implementing individual proposals. At the same time, it is regretful to see that today the challenges have dramatically changed. We are forced to consider the given recommendations in a completely different context and with new emphases.
To implement the principles of the Convention, Ukraine adopted a law on the Nation-wide program "National Action Plan to implement the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child for the period until 2016" and approved the State Social Program "National Action Plan to Implement the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child" for the period until 2021. The action plans approved in support of these programs implementation envisaged the allocation of more than 11 billion hryvnias (585 million dollars).
To implement this plan, as well as to ensure the best interests of children, a whole set of important steps and measures have been taken, which I would like to dwell upon:
The right to family
In the reporting period, a law was adopted that gives the priority to family care of children and introduces alternative forms of family care to replace the institutional care. Due to these changes, since 2016, families of foster caregivers have been created, while mentorship has been introduced for children staying in residential care institutions.
Another positive step was the the Law of Ukraine "On Social Services" coming into effect in 2020, which recognizes the priority of community-based services as social support for people and families in difficult life situations. In order to prevent and eradicate the practice of separating children from their families and placing them in residential care, we ensure the identification of vulnerable families with children in the early stages of vulnerability, and develop a network of basic community-based social services to support such families. NGOs play an important part in such activities alongside with state institutions.
We keep in mind that after receiving the II National Report, the Committee presented a number of recommendations and comments regarding the insufficient development and implementation of family forms of childcare, as well as the need to increase the financial support of families with children.
I would like to inform you that as to date nearly 93% of orphans and children deprived of parental care are placed in a family environment.
The measures taken to develop family forms of childcare helped to change the proportion of family and residential care of orphans and children deprived of parental care. While in 2005 a little more than 1,300 children were brought up in foster families and family-type orphanages, now more than 15,000 children live and are brought up in such families of Ukrainian citizens. Today, there are 3,001 foster families in Ukraine and 1,320 family-type orphanages.
More than 48,000 children are raised in the families of guardians, custodians, who are mostly relatives of the children.
A change in the approaches to financing the needs of orphans and children deprived of parental care according to the principle of "money after child" and a significant increase in such benefits per each child, contributed to promoting family forms of childcare (foster families, family-type orphanages). The introduction of one-time benefit for the adoption of a child (same as at birth) provides additional financial support for adopters.
For the first time, a family form of temporary support for children in difficult lifesituations was implemented, namely families of trained foster parents, with 252 of them in Ukraine. Such families provide care and rehabilitation services to a child who has been taken from the family or other places due to the threat to his or her life and health. While the issue of their return to the family or making placement with some family form of childcare is being addressed, the child stays in a safe and favorable family environment.
In 2022, some digital tools were implemented to expand the opportunities for involving citizens in family forms of childcare. In particular, the chatbot application "The child is not alone" was launched, which contributed to selection of over a thousand candidates who are ready to take children in various forms of family childcare.
First steps have been made to allow for adoption procedure to be handled through the universal portal of public services "Diya".
By approving the National Strategy for Reforming the System of Institutional childcare for 2017-2026, we declared the reform of the institutional care system throughout the country, which suggests the reform of residential care facilities by reorganizing and transforming them into day care institutions.
Today, Ukraine is developing a system of early intervention, which aims at early detection of disorders or the risk of their development, creating conditions for the development of such children with due regard of their peculiarities, preventing disability, assisting and supporting the families of such children, preventing children from being enrolled with institutions, thus reducing institutional care needs.

Early intervention is a combination of medical, psychological, social and educational components within a single system to identify the daily problems of families with children aged from birth to four years who have developmental disorders or who are at risk of developing such disorders, and it is aimed at improving their development, their quality of life, assisting and supporting such families with children.

In 2021, the Government approved the Concept for the creation and development of the early intervention system and the action plan for its implementation until 2026, and currently the early intervention service is provided by 42 centers that support more than 1.5 thousand families with children.

The right to health care and adequate medical services.
Since 2018, healthcare reform has been underway in Ukraine with the family being at the core of healthcare system transformations. Mom, dad and children can be managed by the same family doctor during the entire lifetime. Almost 33 million Ukrainians (about 90%) signed a declaration with a family doctor, and 92% of children under 18 have declarations with a family doctor/pediatrician.
Once the family doctor is selected, primary level of medical care covers everything, including management of the pregnant, neonatal care, vaccination, and preventive work. This approach makes it possible to identify factors that can lead or have led to serious consequences for the life, health and development of the child, in particular, physical injuries or damage to the normal physical and mental development of the child that require intervention.
It is worth noting that 90% of children are born in maternity hospitals certified as "Baby Friendly Hospital".
Under the auspices of the President and the First Lady, infrastructural changes have been initiated, namely the reconstruction of medical facilities for barrier-free access and purchase of modern medical equipment.
Social services and educators cooperate on implementing the system of early intervention, early diagnosis and treatment of orphan diseases. As part of the medical guarantee program, early screening of congenital pathologies in newborns has been expanded from 4 to 21 nosologies. The creation of regional screening centers capable of diagnosing SMA (spinal muscular atrophy) in the early stages has begun.


Right to education.

Modernization of school education has become more intense in Ukraine, the structure and content of education are being improved under the reform “New Ukrainian school”. We are switching to 12-year secondary education with the focus on specialty training in senior grades.
Children with disabilities who need accessible and quality education may benefit from the concept of inclusive and integrated education being implemented in secondary schools. Implementation of the concept is a very important resource for creating a barrier-free society in Ukraine.
The new Law of Ukraine "On Education" forms a legislative basis for quality education of persons with special educational needs, as well as further development and implementation of inclusive education.
At the beginning of the 2021/2022 academic year, 32,686 students with special educational needs studied in 23,216 inclusive classes of secondary schools (versus 18,643 students in 2019). Inclusive education of these children was provided by 22,758 assistant teachers (versus 12,362 in 2019).
Since 2017, to cover the needs of children with special educational needs, the state budget allocates funding to local budgets for state support of children with special educational needs, which has doubled since 2017 and now amounts to 504 million UAH (versus 209 million UAH in 2017).
On December 23, 2021, the National Standard for assistance as social support service during inclusive education was approved. The Standard resulted from the piloting of this service in 2021, with 19 institutions, facilities and organizations of Vinnytsia, Dnipropetrovsk, and Kharkiv regions participating in the pilot. Following its approval, the city council of the city of Dnipro issued an order, allocated funds and continued to provide the service of assistance during inclusive education further in 2022.

Pursuant to the Law, psychological-medical-pedagogical consultations were reorganized and transformed into a territorially accessible network of inclusive resource centers with the purpose of performing a comprehensive psychological-pedagogical assessment of the child's development and providing psychological and pedagogical assistance for persons with special educational needs during education.
At the time of the beginning of the aggression by the Russian Federation, the IRC network included 667 centers throughout the territory of Ukraine. Funded from the state budget, Inclusive Resource Centers were equipped in accordance with the list approved by the Ministry of Education and Culture, modern diagnostic tools were purchased, psychologists were trained and certified for their use. An automated IRC system (IRC AS) was launched to facilitate parents' access to IRC services.
In 2021, the Provisions on the Inclusive Resource Center were amended to embrace categories (types) of educational needs (difficulties), which ensured a transition from medical diagnoses to identifying needs arising from learning difficulties.
Student self-government bodies are set up in all secondary education facilities and operate in versatile forms: parliaments, republics, centers, councils. District and city councils of senior students are represented in the regional Council of senior students. Representatives (delegated members) of regional councils of senior students are members to the All-Ukrainian Council of Senior Students (). Student councils of secondary schools and out-of-school facilities of cities, villages, and districts of Ukraine make up the Ukrainian Student League ().
The bodies of student self-government serve as a vehicle for many projects on environmental safety, digital literacy, prevention of bullying among students, preventive activities are also aimed at addressing domestic violence, combating trafficking in persons, child abuse, etc.

In order to facilitate the realization of the citizens’ right to engage in physical culture, to meet the needs of the population for health and fitness services at the place of residence, and to promote a healthy lifestyle, nearly 300 People’s fitness Centers "Sports for Everyone" were deployed. Mass sports and fitness events reach out to up to 500 thousand children every year. 

Child friendly Justice
The state especially attends to the protection of the rights of minors who have committed a criminal offense, or become survivors or witnesses of crimes. To achieve this important goal, the Interagency Coordination Council on Juvenile Justice was established.
As part of the Council activities, the Ministry of Justice, together with leading experts, developed a draft Law of Ukraine "On Child-Friendly Justice" aiming at the development of an efficient and comprehensive system of juvenile justice, which shall also focus on protecting the rights and freedoms of child victims and child witnesses. The draft Law is also supposed to provide for the principles of interaction between juvenile justice authorities, standards for the treatment of children who have committed offenses and contacted the justice system, as well as child victims or witnesses who need social rehabilitation measures to be taken.
On February 18, 2021, the Parliament of Ukraine adopted the Law of Ukraine "On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine as regards the Implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Convention)". The abovementioned Law provides for statutory guarantees of using child-friendly methods for interviewing a child who suffered from sexual violence or became a witness (eyewitness). With the view to implementing the best international standards and practices of working with victimized children, the UNICEF Office in Ukraine supported the implementation of a pilot project on the protection and socio-psychological support of children who have suffered or witnessed violence (the Barnahus model).
Three Barnahus centers have already been deployed, three more are underway. Since the start of their operation, they hosted 18 interviews of children who suffered from violence, in particular as a result of the military invasion of the Russian Federation in Ukraine, or who witnessed it (including for the purpose of documenting crimes committed by Russian military personnel for further presentation to the international court).
Pursuant to the Law of Ukraine "On Free Legal Aid", children are entitled to free secondary legal aid. From 01.01.2020 to 05.31.2022, 3,538 petitions were registered from children (under the age of 18) asking to provide them with free primary legal aid, and 4,763 decisions were made to provide children with free secondary legal aid.

Neglect and violence.

As of January 2022, complex interaction of law enforcement officers and social workers resulted in a significant decrease in the number of homeless children and those who are exploited as beggars. In this respect, the centers of socio-psychological rehabilitation of children play an important role by providing temporary support to such children.
The task of protecting children from violence, sexual exploitation, child trafficking, and enticement in the worst forms of labor is closely connected with the problem of homelessness.
The Law on Preventing and Combating Domestic Violence, which entered into force in 2018, introduced a system of measures and mechanisms of complex interaction to combat domestic violence.
 One of the solutions supporting the implementation of the Istanbul Convention ratified by Ukraine is the creation of specialized institutions that help women with children find shelter from the abuser and restore their rights.  In 2021 the regions received a budget allocation in the amount of 274 million for the construction and arrangement of such shelters.
To date, there are 43 shelters for women and children who have suffered from domestic violence and gender-based violence, 33 crisis rooms, 32 day centers, 66 counseling services and 501 mobile teams in operation. Another 45 specialized services are scheduled to open, 15 specialized services could not open due to being in the occupied territories, and 5 specialized services suspended their activities due to hostilities.
325 women with 342 children received support in shelters this year alone.
We are also pleased to emphasize that we further deepen Ukraine's fruitful cooperation with a range of international organizations, first and foremost with UNICEF, in addressing acute problems in the situation of children, and we hope for this cooperation to be continued and expanded for the benefit of Ukrainian children in the future.
Of course, we as a state are aware that not every objective has been achieved yet and there is still work to be done. However, today, nearly all announced achievements are subject to revision due to the full-scale war, which was started by the aggressor country, the Russian Federation, on February 24, 2022.

The right to life and health is violated daily by shelling, destruction of civilian infrastructure, and the use of prohibited ammunition. Since the full-scale invasion, 379 children have died, 735 have been physically injured. Absolute majority of children today are psychologically traumatized and need programs of psychological support and correction. On the initiative of the First Lady in Ukraine, the implementation of the mental health protection program and psychosocial support for all citizens has begun.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ukraine is infinitely grateful to our international community of pediatric oncologists for the unprecedented medical evacuation initiative #SAFERUkraine to continue the treatment of children with cancer abroad. After all, in Ukraine, about 1,000 hospitals are damaged or completely destroyed. We also thank you for your help in prosthetics and orthotics for our children.
The right to a family – Nearly all children experience the absence of a father, older brothers or uncles, as many men between the 18 and 60 are mobilized to participate in military operations. A large number of children in the occupied territories were left without parents and any other legal representatives, many children were forcibly taken to Russia and placed there in institutions or generally given up for adoption, destroying their identity, erasing their memory of their national belonging. A large number of children who managed to be taken to the controlled territory are separated from their parents and relatives who are in captivity or forcibly deported to the territory of Russia. Today, we can only ask the international community and, in particular, the UN institutions to intervene and help us protect our children.
The right to education - this fall, only 50% of schools will be able to open their doors to schoolchildren in person, while others do not meet security requirements. More than 859 educational institutions were damaged by bombing and shelling , more than 83 of them were completely destroyed. Many Ukrainian schoolchildren are forced to study abroad and are deprived of the opportunity to study their native language, culture, and literature. I’m urging the members of the committee to call on countries to provide space for their native language and culture for Ukrainian children who are currently forced migrants. During the seven months of war in Ukraine, more than 7.7 million people became internally displaced, more than 5.5 million people crossed international borders, with children making nearly 2 thirds of them.
The right to life without violence - Law enforcement agencies record reports of horrific acts of physical and sexual violence against children by the so-called military of the Russian Federation. Millions of children were forced to leave their homes with or without their parents.
Unfortunately, we are forced to talk again about measures to ensure the fundamental rights of the child, the war set back our development efforts.
Currently, we have created at all levels Coordinating Headquarters for the protection of children's rights under martial law, which are constantly working on the evacuation of children, making changes to legislation, and solving urgent issues of protecting the life, health, rights and best interests of children under war conditions . However, our state is unable to ensure the maximum protection of the rights of our children in the conditions of war, especially those who find themselves in the occupied territories.
We express our sincere gratitude to all the states that currently provide shelter to Ukrainian children and families with children, promptly and carefully provide for their basic needs, organize a safe environment for them, and ask international institutions to strengthen joint efforts to protect the rights of our children, who today are controlled by the country - aggressor

In conclusion, I would like to thank all committee members for their attention and care about the fate of Ukrainian children. Also, I would like to emphasize that I have presented only main points and changes that Ukraine has achieved in the area of ensuring the best interests of children. Undoubtedly, there’s still room for improvement and further developments. We are determined to have an open and unambiguous dialogue between the state delegation and the esteemed members of the Committee. We hope that it will contribute to the further advancement of Ukraine towards the implementation of high standards enshrined in the Convention.
Members of our delegation will be ready to provide detailed answers to your questions.
Thank you.

