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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
[bookmark: _GoBack]
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the eighty-second session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

I am glad that you are back in Geneva to undertake your critical work to protect women’s rights and promote gender equality. We know that the COVID-19 pandemic seriously undercut the work of the treaty bodies, including CEDAW, causing State party reviews to be suspended for an extended period. I am pleased that you have been able to resume your State reviews in the meantime, with a view to addressing the backlog of State party reports that unfortunately has further increased during the pandemic.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

I welcome the fact that CEDAW formulated a position paper on the treaty body strengthening process, including a predictable review cycle, in November last year. Your vision was incorporated in the comprehensive proposal endorsed by the Chairs of the treaty bodies at their annual meeting that took place in New York from 31 May to 4 June 2022. The Chairs unanimously agreed on the need to operationalize their common position of 2019 and the recommendations of the co-facilitators for the 2020 Treaty Body Review, on the issues of the predictable schedule of reviews, harmonized working methods and digital uplift. The agreement of all treaty bodies to establish a predictable schedule of reviews, with an eight-year cycle for full State reviews and follow-up reviews in between, demonstrates the commitment of the treaty bodies to work together in order to further strengthen the treaty body system and facilitate efforts to attract the necessary support from Member States. Corresponding progress is still needed and possible with respect to the harmonization of working methods to ensure their rationalization, minimize overlaps and ensure cost-effectiveness that also benefits from a digital uplift.

With a formal agreement now reached on this proposal, the Office can proceed to cost it and submit it to the General Assembly. This landmark agreement will help rationalize the system for all concerned and provide a basis for a more sustainable allocation of resources, a goal that the Secretary-General has stressed in respect of the treaty bodies and other human rights mechanisms in his Call to Action and in his report “Our Common Agenda”. It is our hope that this process will yield positive results for the treaty bodies, including CEDAW, so that you will have adequate support to carry out your important mandate. I would like to unequivocally state that you, along with all the treaty bodies, have my full support in making this a reality. I look forward to continuing the advocacy for a treaty system that can finally be said to be based on full compliance. 

Distinguished members,

The 50th session of the Human Rights Council opened today. As part of the session, the two panels of the annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women will be held on 27 June, the first focusing on “Exploring the nexus between climate change and violence against women and girls through a human rights lens”. It will be moderated by your colleague Reem Alsalem, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences.

The approach of this panel reflects the fact that climate change, natural disasters, environmental degradation, natural resource scarcity as well as climate-induced displacement and migration deepen poverty and exacerbate the risks of sexual and other gender-based violence against women and girls, including women IDPs, migrants, women leaders and environmental human rights defenders. Climate-induced losses in agriculture, including poor harvests and the loss of land and livestock, exacerbate the risks of domestic violence and tend to encourage child and forced marriages, trafficking in women and girls and forced prostitution. The loss of livelihoods, reduction of income or deterioration of working conditions in agriculture expose women to gender-based violence and limit their opportunities to leave violent partners. In this regard, it is crucial to ensure the full, equal and meaningful participation of women in the design and implementation of climate response actions, as CEDAW has underscored in its General Recommendation No. 37 (2018) on the gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction in the context of climate change.

The second panel will look at “Human rights-based and gender-responsive care and support systems”, including gaps revealed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Women and girls disproportionately absorbed the increase in unpaid care work during the pandemic, often sacrificing their own education, employment prospects and well-being. Women are generally overrepresented in underpaid care work to begin with, leading to disadvantages in access to social security benefits, including pensions. In addition to being care providers, many women and girls, including older women and women and girls with disabilities, are at the same time themselves in need of care and support. In an effort to build back better from the pandemic, the urgency of the transformation of care and support systems as a key enabler for a gender-equal recovery and as an essential element of sustainable development has been highlighted in the Secretary-General’s “Our Common Agenda” and the Global Alliance for Care that emerged from the Gender Equality Forum to mark the 25th anniversary of the 1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action.


Over the session, the Council will consider a number of reports of particular relevance to your Committee:
· A Report of the High Commissioner summarizing last year’s annual full day discussion on the human rights of women. CEDAW Vice-Chair Ana Peláez Narváez participated in the panel discussion on “Violence against women and girls with disabilities”;
· A Report of the High Commissioner on “Progress, gaps and challenges in addressing child, early and forced marriage, and measures to ensure accountability at the community and national levels, including for women and girls at risk of and those subject to this harmful practice”; 
· A Report of the High Commissioner on the “High-level panel on the multisectoral prevention of and response, including the global response to female genital mutilation”;
· A Report of the High Commissioner on the “Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl”;
· A Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, Reem Alsalem, on “Violence against indigenous women and girls”. In this context, I was very pleased to see your cooperation with the Special Rapporteur and other human rights mechanisms in drafting your general recommendation on the rights of indigenous women and girls, as well as the 5 regional expert meetings you convened last month.

[bookmark: _Hlk105747566]En outre, le Conseil organisera une table ronde sur le thème « Gestion de l’hygiène menstruelle, droits de l’homme et égalité des sexes » le 21 juin. Le 4 juillet, il tiendra sa table ronde thématique annuelle sur la coopération technique et le renforcement des capacités autour du thème « Coopération technique sur la participation pleine et effective des femmes à la prise de décision et à la vie publique et sur l’élimination de la violence, en vue d’atteindre l’égalité des sexes et l’autonomisation de toutes les femmes et de toutes les filles ». Mercredi, la Haut-Commissaire ouvrira la table ronde sur les causes profondes des violations des droits de l’homme et des abus contre les musulmans rohingyas et d’autres minorités au Myanmar. Ce panel sera l’occasion pour les États de proposer des actions efficaces et des mécanismes de coordination pour donner suite aux recommandations formulées par les organes des Nations Unies, y compris les observations finales de 2019 de la CEDEF sur le rapport exceptionnel du Myanmar sur la situation des femmes et des filles rohingyas dans le nord de l’État de Rakhine.

Madame la Présidente,
Mesdames et Messieurs les experts,

Dans ce contexte, je souhaite féliciter le Comité pour son travail sur l'intégration des droits des femmes dans l'Agenda pour les femmes, la paix et la sécurité. Je note, en particulier, que votre Comité suit de près l'impact de deux situations de conflit armé ou de post-conflit, respectivement, sur les droits des femmes ainsi que leur participation aux processus de paix, aux efforts de reconstruction et aux mécanismes de justice transitionnelle. Depuis votre dernière session en février, le Comité a créé un groupe de travail sur l'Ukraine pour surveiller la situation des femmes et des filles dans le conflit armé en coopération avec d'autres organes conventionnels. Par l'intermédiaire de votre Présidente, vous avez également discuté avec la Mission permanente de l'Ukraine à Genève du calendrier d'examen du neuvième rapport périodique de l'Ukraine soumis en mars 2021, dans le cadre de la procédure simplifiée de présentation des rapports. Votre Groupe de travail sur l’Afghanistan a donné suite à la demande de votre Comité d’établir un rapport dans le cadre de la procédure de rapport exceptionnelle qui a été faite aux autorités de facto à Kaboul au début de cette année. Il s’agissait de la première interaction d’un organe conventionnel avec les autorités afghanes de facto, les invitant à rendre compte de la situation des femmes et des filles dans le pays depuis le 15 août 2021. Depuis votre dernière session, votre groupe de travail sur l'Afghanistan a également rencontré les acteurs nationaux et internationaux qui défendent les droits des femmes et des filles afghanes et a coopéré avec la Rapporteuse spéciale sur la violence à l’égard des femmes, ses causes et ses conséquences et d'autres titulaires de mandat. Je note que vous, Madame la Présidente, avez publié un communiqué de presse le 24 mars conjointement avec la Rapporteuse spéciale sur la violence à l'égard des femmes, les membres du Groupe de travail sur la discrimination à l'égard des femmes et des filles, la Rapporteuse spéciale sur le droit à l'éducation et la Présidente du Comité des droits de l'enfant, condamnant la décision des autorités de facto afghanes de refuser aux filles l'enseignement secondaire. Je note également que la point focal du Comité pour les femmes, la paix et la sécurité et la coordinatrice du groupe de travail sur l'Afghanistan, Bandana Rana, et la Rapporteuse spéciale sur la violence à l'égard des femmes, Reem Alsalem, ont effectué une visite technique conjointe en Afghanistan en avril de cette année, afin de rencontrer les autorités de facto de niveau de travail et des parties prenantes clés, y compris des femmes afghanes. La visite a montré une grande motivation des femmes et des filles afghanes d’influer sur le cours du pays. Les mécanismes des droits de l’homme, incluant le Comité, peuvent jouer un rôle important en donnant une voix à ces femmes et filles. La visite reflète également la synergie, parfois sous-utilisée, de la coopération entre les organes de traité et les procédures spéciales.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

I am aware that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next 3 weeks, including notably constructive dialogues with eight States parties. I therefore would like to extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session.

Thank you for the attention.
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