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25 February 2019
Ms Nosy Ramamonjisoa
Committee Secretary
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
By email: nramamonjisoa@ohchr.org 
Dear Ms Ramamonjisoa
Please find below our submission regarding Australia’s response to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) Review of Australia. 
Please contact me if you require further information by email at cassandra.goldie@acoss.org.au or by phone on +61 2 9310 6203. 
Yours sincerely,
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Dr Cassandra Goldie 
Chief Executive Officer, ACOSS





















Income quarantining (Cashless Debit Card and Income Management)
The Australian Government continues to pursue the extension of blanket income quarantining to whole classes of persons in receipt of social security payments. ACOSS strongly objects to this policy.
Respected researchers, social policy experts, including the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner have called for compulsory income management and cashless debit to cease, and be replaced with a voluntary system. As the Australian Government acknowledges in its evidence to the Council, voluntary income quarantining has been found to be more effective. 
The ANAO criticised the so called independent evaluation of the cashless debit as ‘inadequate’, and said this made it ‘difficult to conclude whether there had been a reduction in social harm and whether the card was a lower cost welfare quarantining approach’.

The Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights’ 2016 analysis of the income management legislation questioned the use of income quarantining as a tool to reduce social harm, expressing concern that it is a disproportionate response, and discriminates against Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as well as women, who are overrepresented amongst people affected. Sixty per cent of people under cashless debit in three of the trial sites and 78% of people under income management identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander. 
 
Most people in the first two cashless debit trial sites reported that the card had either not improved their lives or had made their lives worse (77% in total) (p.82).

Social Security Conditionality
Australia has expanded paternalistic welfare conditionality via the expansion of income quarantining and programs unrelated to economic participation like those under Parents Next. There is no evidence that these policies support or improve economic participation, and indeed there is significant evidence that they are causing harm. ACOSS has strongly objected to these harsh paternalistic policies which are impacting on the health and wellbeing of parents, and others receiving social security. 
The Australian Government’s conditionality policies to encourage economic participation were tightened in 2018. The Targeted Compliance Framework has been found to increase payment suspensions, with 23,000 people experiencing homelessness and 38,000 people with a disability having their payment suspended in the last six months of 2018 (Senate Estimates, 2019). Single parents have also had payments suspended under this framework. Please see our submission to the inquiry into Parents Next. 
The Australian Government also continues to pursue its harsh automated debt recovery system, which has been coined ‘RoboDebt’, despite growing concerns about its effect on people’s health and wellbeing, including reported suicidal ideation and deaths. See Guardian reports https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/dec/18/expert-attacks-centrelink-robo-debt-and-moral-bankruptcy-that-allows-it and ABC reports at https://www.abc.net.au/triplej/programs/hack/these-are-the-faces-of-centrelink-robo-debt-policy/10830900. 
The Council should be aware that Australia ceased the Jobs Commitment Bonus in 2016.
Please also see ACOSS’s reports Faces of Unemployment and Voices of Unemployment which provide evidence about the current profile of people in receipt of social security, and the ways in which conditionality are having a negative effect. 
Social Security Adequacy and Poverty Trends
Australia has the lowest unemployment payment in the OECD. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Australia’s unemployment payment Newstart and other allowances have not increased in real terms in 25 years and no longer cover the costs of living. Indexation of family payments was frozen for two years in 2017, despite increasing child poverty since single parent family payments were cut in 2006 and 2013. ACOSS’s latest poverty report documents this rise in child poverty - see attached summary of key findings of Poverty in Australia 2019. 
Australia is now the wealthiest country in the world by median household wealth, yet it has the second highest rate of relative poverty amongst the wealth OECD countries, after the USA. It also is one of the lowest spending countries on social security in the OECD. 
The University of NSW found that Australia’s unemployment payment and supplementary payments were inadequate to cover basic living costs including housing, food and transport. 
Other Regressive measures
The Australian Government has introduced further cuts to social security for certain classes of migrants, imposing a waiting period of up to four years for social assistance. See ACOSS’s media release for further information. 
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