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Mr. President, 
Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I. Introduction 

It is my honour to lead the Mauritius delegation in the presentation of the fifth periodic report of Mauritius, in accordance with Article 19 (1) of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, during this eighty-second session of the Committee against Torture.

At the outset, Mauritius wishes to place on record its appreciation to the Committee for having acceded to its request, last year, to postpone the review of Mauritius to this year, in view of competing imperatives and the lack of resources at our end.

Mr. President, 


II. Composition of Delegation

Before proceeding further, allow me to introduce the members of my delegation:
· His Excellency Brian Neil Joseph Glover, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Mauritius to the United Nations in Geneva; 

· Ms. Sooraya Gareeboo, Assistant Solicitor-General, from the Attorney-General’s Office;

· Mr. Omduttrajsingh Sewraj, Minister Counsellor at the Mauritius Embassy and Permanent Mission to the United Nations, Geneva;

· [bookmark: _Hlk194581470]Ms. Tejaswinee Burumdoyal, Second Secretary at the Mauritius Embassy and Permanent Mission to the United Nations, Geneva; and 

· Mr.  Tarun Bhobooty, Human Rights Officer of the Human Rights Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mauritius.
Mr. President, 

III. Commitment of Mauritius to the Rule of Law and International Law

Since our independence in 1968, the people of Mauritius have been committed towards building a society based on the principles of democracy, the rule of law, and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. These values have shaped our vision and pervaded our continued efforts in building a nation where our citizens remain at the core of our development and advance in the same direction, “As One People As One Nation”, as we proudly proclaim in our National Anthem.

Mr. President, 

IV. Commitment to Human Rights:  Treaties and Optional Protocols

Mauritius has always strived to uphold its obligations under international law.

This can be seen through the ratification of seven core United Nations Human Rights treaties and four Regional Human Rights instruments. Mauritius has also ratified five Optional Protocols to these human rights treaties, including the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or  Punishment.  

The provisions of these instruments have been incorporated in our domestic legislative framework through various legislation with a view to  strengthening the human rights architecture domestically.

Mr. President, 

V. Commitment to CAT

We believe that the prohibition of torture is part of the jus cogens norms. The Geneva Conventions Act in Mauritius already provides that grave breaches of any of the Conventions or Protocol I are criminal offences and the provisions of the Rome Statute have been domesticated, thus providing our national courts with universal jurisdiction over war crimes, including torture. 

As we marked the 40th Anniversary of the Convention  Against Torture in December last,  Government took the initiative to translate the Convention  Against Torture into  the  most spoken dialect in Mauritius, the Kreol Morisien, to ensure wider dissemination, and this translation was posted online on the website of the Human Rights Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Such a translation is aimed at facilitating the understanding and raising awareness as to the contents and requirements emanating from the Convention. Police and prison officers, more especially, were directed to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Convention.  

Our Government is intent to promote access to justice to all citizens and in line with this aim, my Office has set up a new, free-of-charge, website where primary and secondary legislation, which shall be regularly updated, is available to one and all. This new website, monitored by my Office, will further ensure that all the Treaties to which Mauritius is a party will also be accessible and that, of course, includes the Convention Against Torture.

Finally, to promote the universal accession of the Convention Against Torture, Mauritius has also joined the Convention Against Torture Initiative (CTI).  

Mr. President, 

VI. Reporting to CAT

It is the fifth time that Mauritius has presented its report, since its accession to the Convention in December 1992. Such frequent reporting to the Committee, in line with Article 19 (1) of the Convention, demonstrates the consistency of Mauritius to meet and implement its international obligations.

Similarly, the reporting provides for an opportunity for us to make a national assessment of our policies and legislation, it allows us to take stock of what has been done, it enables us to reflect on the challenges that lie ahead and it gives us, through the Committee’s recommendations and Concluding Observations, the direction as to how to better address them.

Mr. President, 

VII. Progress made since report in 2021; New Government: New Vision

Last year’s general elections in Mauritius demonstrated the vibrancy of our democracy. The very high turn out, almost 80% of voters turn out, at these elections reaffirmed the commitment of each Mauritian to upholding our civil and political rights and preserving the institutions that are the bedrock of our democratic society.
 
The new Government, under the leadership of Dr. The Hon. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Prime Minister, has embarked on a mission to, inter alia, strengthen our democratic principles and increase access to justice.

In January 2025, the new Government presented its programme, for the period 2025-2029, entitled, ‘’A bridge to the Future’’.
 	 ‘’A bridge to the Future’’ seems fitting for today’s review. 
 
Indeed, today we probably stand right in the middle of the bridge, between our past reviews and reporting and today’s review; between looking at past achievements and mistakes, to chart a new way forward for today’s people and the generations to come.

Mr. President, 

The new Government has only been in charge for five months and much work has already started with a view to streamlining and consolidating our justice system in order to improve access to justice.

Increasing access to justice means reforms.

Our Constitution has been the cornerstone for the enforcement of the rule of law and the protection of fundamental human rights in Mauritius. It is 57 years old. As any organism, as it ages, it needs to adjust to the challenges and developments of the current times. 
In line with the Government Programme, 2025-2029, the Government will  set up shortly a Constitutional Review Commission to, inter alia, make recommendations for constitutional reforms as well as enhance the protection of fundamental rights.

Mr. President,

Constitutional reforms walk hand in hand with amendments to the legislative framework. 

	I am pleased to inform that in just five months, our Government has made significant strides towards the implementation of our obligations to the Convention.

	Last Friday, on 04 April 2025, our Cabinet agreed, at my insistence, to the introduction of the Constitution (Amendment) Bill and the  Criminal Code (Amendment) Bill into the National Assembly. 
 

	The object of the Constitution (Amendment) Bill is to repeal Section 7(2) of the Constitution.  In order to make this clear, let me, quote Section 7 of the Constitution: 

I QUOTE
Protection from inhuman treatment
	(1)	No person shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading punishment or other such treatment.
	(2)	Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question authorises the infliction of any description of punishment that was lawful in Mauritius on 11 March 1964. UNQUOTE

	The repeal of Section 7 (2) will ensure the absolute prohibition of torture. No justification, therefore, could be invoked for this crime under any circumstance, and this, in compliance with Article 2 (2) of the Convention Against Torture.

	Additionally, the Criminal Code (Amendment) Bill will be introduced, in order to implement certain recommendations made by the Committee, inter alia, the amendment of the provisions of Section 245 of the Criminal Code on homicide and wounds and blows under lawful authority to bring it in line with the absolute ban on torture. 

	These amendments would bring us in line with recommendation 12 of the Committee’s Concluding Observations of November 2017.

	Indeed, we took good stock of General Comment No. 2 of the Committee wherein States Parties are to take actions that will reinforce the prohibition against torture through legislative, administrative, and other actions that must in the end, be effective in preventing torture.

	Cabinet has also approved an amendment to the Criminal Code so that manslaughter, criminalised under Section 242 thereof, committed by any person on his or her spouse, as well as on his or her accomplice, at the very moment the spouse is found committing the act of adultery will no longer be an excusable offence. This is in line with recommendation 42 (b) of the Committee’s Concluding Observations in 2017.

As members of the Committee can witness, Mauritius is not shying away from its obligations. 

It is in this context that I would like to inform the members of the Committee that the Police and Criminal Evidence Bill – which has been on the cards for a while – will be a reality, sooner rather than later. Members of the Committee will agree that for such a game changing piece of legislation, it would be presumptuous to give a timeline. And we seek the indulgence of the Committee to give us time to bring what will become one of the most significant pieces of legislation of the criminal justice system of Mauritius, this side of the millennium. This will, in turn, inevitably impact the work of the Independent Police Complaints Commission. 

Additionally, as announced in the Government Programme 2025-2029, “Government will adopt a zero-tolerance policy and a victim-oriented approach to domestic abuse and human trafficking”.

	Consultations for the introduction of a new Domestic Abuse Bill are ongoing. The Bill will also be accompanied by amendments to the Criminal Code to, amongst other things, define marital rape as a specific criminal offence with appropriate penalties, in line with recommendation 42 (a) of the Committee’s Concluding Observations in 2017.

In parallel with legislative reforms, comprehensive sensitisation and training initiatives have been and will continue to be pivotal. The Crime Prevention Unit and Brigade Pour La Protection de la Famille conduct extensive awareness campaigns, in schools and community centers, while the Child Development Unit continues to champion the protection of children under the Children’s Act 2020.



 Children’s Act 2020

Now, that particular legislation has for aim to implement the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). It incorporates the best interest principle as being paramount and a primary consideration in any matter concerning a child.

The Children’s Act 2020 prohibits the infliction of corporal or humiliating  punishment on a child as a measure to correct or discipline the child , in accordance with Article 37 of the CRC. The offence carries, as penalty, a fine not exceeding 200,000 rupees and to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5 years.

The Act also sets the age of criminal responsibility at 14 years and makes provision for dealing with children under the age of 14 who are suspected or found to be in conflict with the law.

More specifically, under Section 57 of the Children’s Act, detention of a juvenile offender who has been arrested upon reasonable suspicion of having committed a criminal offence is, as far as possible, imposed only as a measure of last resort.

A Children’s Court, consisting of a Protection Division and a Criminal Division, has been set up and is operational. 

A third legislation adopted in 2020 is the Child Sex Offender Register Act which aims to reduce and prevent the risk of sexual offences against children.

These measures are in line with recommendations 26 (a) and (b) of the Concluding Observations of Mauritius to the CAT in 2017 and with our obligations under Article 16 of the Convention.

Mr. President,

Prevention against Human Trafficking

With regard to the prevention against human trafficking, Mauritius has developed a National Action Plan on Trafficking in Persons, 2022-2026, in collaboration with the International Organization for Migration. 

Following amendments in 2023, the Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act provides for a victim-centered approach where support and non-prosecution of victims are prioritised.  The Act also allows for a more rigorous identification and prosecution of cases of trafficking in persons. It establishes an effective institutional framework and provides additional legal powers to the police to protect the victims.

Mr. President, 

Migrant Workers

As we speak of Trafficking in Persons, we are mindful of the fact that, as at 07 March 2025, Mauritius is also home to 48, 450 migrant workers. To better support and protect our migrant workers, the Private Recruitment Agencies Act was enacted in 2023 with the objective of consolidating and strengthening the law with regard to the recruitment of both Mauritian citizens for employment locally and abroad and non-citizens for employment in Mauritius. The Act provides for ethical recruitment standards in line with the recommendations of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the International Organisation for Migration (IOM).

Such fair recruitment practices are also enhanced through bilateral agreements with source countries.
Mr. President,
I am almost done with my introductory remarks but before concluding, I wish to brush on some ongoing mechanisms already in force. Allow me to mention the prison services, and the National Preventive Mechanism Division of the National Human Rights Commission and the training of police officer and law enforcement officials.
First, the Prison Service:

The Constitution of Mauritius, the Reform Institutions Act, the Prison Regulations and the Prison Standing Orders provide for the safe and humane treatment of prisoners in Mauritius. The Mauritius Prison Service adheres to the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for Treatment of Prisoners, the Nelson Mandela Rules.  

Second, the National Preventive Mechanism Division. It is a division of the NHRC.

In accordance with Part IV of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the National Preventive Mechanism Division examines as part of its functions the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty with a view to ensuring their protection against torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and to make recommendations regarding the improvement of such conditions. 
In this context, training of police and prison officers on the prevention against torture and awareness campaigns on the Mendez principles were organised by the National Preventive Mechanism Division.



Training of Police Officers, Law Enforcement Officials, Judges and Lawyers

Thirdly, officers from various police and prisons departments regularly receive training and awareness courses on international and regional human rights standards prohibiting torture, national and international Codes of Conduct for law enforcement as the basis for ethical policing, in line with the Mendez and Istanbul Principles.

Mr. President,

Conclusion

Let me conclude, Mr President, by stressing on our commitment to upholding our obligations towards human rights treaty bodies, including the CAT. The current implementation of many recommendations received by Mauritius during our past reviews by the CAT bears testimony to the serious endeavours of Mauritius to comply with the Committee’s recommendations.

Like everyone else, we are far from perfect. But it is undeniable that we are making considerable efforts to ensure compliance, as far as possible, with the recommendations of the Committee.

We take very seriously the recommendations of the Committee, we support your work and we look forward to a constructive dialogue.

Thank you.
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