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Committee on the Rights of the Child – 90th session
Opening of the session, 3 May 2022

UNICEF statement


Madam Chair, dear Committee members, dear colleagues, 

UNICEF is delighted to join you for this session, and very much appreciate the decision to add an additional week to the session to reduce the backlog of States’ reviews accumulated in the past two years. 

We welcome this opportunity to provide you with updates of UNICEF’s work of direct relevance to the work of the Committee. As always, this update of course only represents a fraction of UNICEF’s work in support of the CRC implementation. For more on UNICEF’s work in countries, we draw your attention to our Executive Director’s annual report that will be issued next month, and that we’ll share when it is released.  

As you will see in that report, the 2021 UNICEF results include supporting 48.6 million out-of-school children – including 6.4 million children on the move and 31.7 million children in humanitarian settings – to access education; reaching 335.9 million children with services to prevent stunting and other forms of malnutrition; prevention and care interventions to 7.6 million adolescent girls at risk of child marriage through joint programming with UNFPA; and expanding access to safe water and basic sanitation, reaching 69.9 million people with the former and 59.6 million with the latter over the 2018-2021 period. Last year, UNICEF also worked to facilitate equitable and accelerated access to COVID-19 vaccines and other essential supplies and services in 156 countries, engaging with governments, industry and the international community to overcome supply scarcity, steep pricing increases and disruptions to global supply chains. 

In terms of the work of the Human Rights Unit more specifically, we continued to closely follow and advocate against the pushback against child rights, in particular at the Human Rights Council. 

With the crisis in Ukraine as backdrop, the 49th session of the HRC in March painted a grim picture of the many threats facing human rights globally, including the rise of autocracies, climate change and inequitable Covid19 recovery. But the session was also an opportunity to reaffirm commitments and support to universal values such as human rights, democracy, and the rule of law. Children featured relatively prominently in the debates, including with a full day discussion on family reunification in cross-border settings. As per usual, UNICEF advocated for attention to children across the various thematic and country debates and supported States in pushing back the pushback against child rights. 

[bookmark: _Hlk98492021]As in previous sessions, the resolution on the rights of the child crystalised much polarization and triggered intense negotiations around children’s status as rights holders, independently of their parents or guardians. Mentions to child participation and gender related language, including references to gender-based violence, were other issues of contention as well as references to sexual and reproductive health (and rights) and terminology around the ‘multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination’.  

Worth noting is also that language reflecting the prohibition of child immigration detention was challenged during the negotiations. We took this opportunity to recall, on behalf also of UNHCR, OHCHR and UN Women, and in coordination with Child Rights Connect, the related CRC jurisprudence as per GC 22 and 23, which was instrumental in advocating for and obtaining improved language in the final version of the resolution (i.e. calling upon States to use alternatives to the detention of migrant children, including by promoting the use of non-custodial solutions). 

Today, we also wish to express our appreciation for the joint statement issued by the CRC and CRPD Committees in March, that aligns interpretation of the respective treaties with regards to children with disabilities. The statement will be of great support in our work, and the work of others, in supporting Member States to adopt an approach consistent with a human rights approach to disability, with regard to sensitive subjects such as the right to be free from violence, abuse and exploitation, the right to inclusive education and the right to family life. It was an honor for UNICEF to have the opportunity to support and facilitate the development of the draft by the Committees.

Our work in developing guidance for child rights legislative reform with the Leiden University is also well underway, and we hope to share with the Advisory Group, including Committee members, for comments in the next couple of months. We will soon start collecting recent good practices – both in relation to the content of child rights bill or codes and in relation to the legislative process – and would welcome any suggestions in this respect. 

The first draft of the report articulating the various dimensions of policing assemblies involving children has been finalized and shared with the Advisory Group, including again two Committee members, for comments. As mentioned previously, the draft incorporates the views of children and adolescents who have participated in protests in 9 countries, as well as of human rights, child rights, and law enforcement experts from around the world. We hope to launch the report in the Fall. 

Of significance is also the work initiated by the UNICEF Human Rights Unit in 2022 to advance the child rights agenda in a number of key areas - child rights and sexual orientation and gender identity, as well as the impact of hate speech on child rights.  We are pursuing research, advocacy and programme strategies in these areas and will be pleased to engage with, and to keep the Committee updated as this progresses.  

Finally, and with many thanks to the members who have contributed, we are also now finalizing our guidance on reporting on States’ budgetary obligations under article 4 of the CRC on the one hand; and continuing with the work to update the Implementation Handbook for the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the other hand. In relation to the revision of the Handbook, which as you know gathers the Committee’s interpretation of each CRC article, a survey was implemented to better understand its current use and solicit ideas for its revision. This demonstrated a strong call for a revised version, that would be accessible online, which was also confirmed by the Committee members who kindly took part in the consultation, and who also reinforced the importance of awareness-raising and dissemination of this critical resource. 

We wish you all the best for the session, and look forward to continuing partnering with you, as well as with civil society and other UN entities. 
Thank you. 
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