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Distinguished Chairpersons,

On behalf of OHCHR, I would like to extend a warm welcome to you all. It is with great pleasure that I open the 31st meeting of Chairpersons. This meeting provides a timely and crucial opportunity to discuss strategies ahead of the 2020 review of the treaty body system. I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation to all my colleagues who worked on planning and supporting this meeting. 
Aside from the 2020 review, your annual meeting occurs at a crucial moment for the treaty body system as it is confronted with unprecedented challenges to fulfil its mandate. In her letter dated 30 April 2019, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Michelle Bachelet, informed you about the shortfall in funding and restrictions in the 2019 allocation of the approved funds within the Secretariat. The possible cancellation of treaty body sessions scheduled for later this year is deeply worrying and unprecedented in the history of the UN human rights mechanisms. 
As you accurately underscored in your letter to the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner in May 2019, rolling back the legal oversight of human rights obligations as a response to the current financial crisis could encourage States to evade their responsibilities by cutting funding even further.  Your call for the Secretary General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights to find solutions with member States to assure the treaty bodies are able to fulfil their functions undiminished clearly conveys the urgency in addressing the critical funding situation. 
In an open letter to all the Permanent Missions to the United Nations, NGOs have also expressed concern that the funding gap is likely to affect the effective delivery of the mandate of OHCHR and the human rights mechanism in 2020 and beyond.
Since her letter to you of 29 April, the High Commissioner has addressed this issue with the Secretary-General, they both  did their utmost to minimize the potential unprecedented impact of the financial cuts on the treaty bodies system and ensure that we will be able to hold the third sessions of treaty bodies this year. 

You have been informed that we are working to find the funds necessary to enable the remaining treaty body sessions to take place this year, and we are working on the assumptions that the meetings will indeed take place.  This is not yet cash in hand, and the overall cash flow situation remains critical, so we will be proceeding step-by-step as the meetings approach to ensure we have the funds in place.  It is also important to bear in mind, however, that while the resources for the travel of the treaty body members are being addressed, there remains the critical shortfall in staffing of the Treaties Branch to prepare the documentation for the treaty bodies’ review. 
Unfortunately, this budget crisis comes at a time when we are witnessing many setbacks for human rights around the world. We have seen many tragic failures to prevent atrocities and to safeguard human rights, while a host of new challenges such as climate change, digital space, corruption, people’s displacement, deepening inequalities and rising intolerance have emerged. Civil society are increasingly under attack.
Yet, there is much we can do - and must do - to safeguard and realize the human rights vision and legal norms outlined in these treaties. 
Distinguished Chairpersons,

The work of the treaty body system is powerful in its authority, legitimacy and objectivity. The High Commissioner for Human Rights has repeatedly emphasized the central role the treaty bodies play in addressing the global human rights challenges we face and their power to make positive change. Your work has made a real difference on the ground for people and has triggered accountability for human rights violations. States have put in place mechanisms to monitor their human rights record and taken important steps to prevent, mitigate and provide remedies to human rights violations. 
Your continuous engagement with civil society organizations empowers them to continue their fight for human rights with determination and resilience. By ensuring victims the opportunity to report allegations of human rights violations, your work amplifies the voice of the victims and gives visibility to their claims and demand for accountability. 
Against this backdrop, we need to maintain - more than ever - the forward movement you have set in motion for advancing human rights around the globe. The 2020 review of the treaty body system by the General Assembly presents a unique opportunity to propose innovative and tangible solutions to tackle the mounting human rights challenges as well as to address the fundamental challenges the system faces. In the run up to the 2020 review, a number of stakeholders – States, civil society, and the UN are looking to treaty bodies to assume leadership to engage with States for an effective review of the functioning of the treaty body system.
Distinguished Chairpersons, 

This annual meeting constitutes an opportunity for you all to agree on a common vision and actionable proposals to advance our shared goals of strengthening the human rights treaty body system - and share them with States, civil society and other stakeholders. The litmus test of this exercise will be our ability to ensure that any proposals put forward afford more protection than what is currently in place for those whose who need it the most. 
As you discuss variousproposals, I urge you to consider the major and lingering challenges the treaty body system faces: insufficient compliance by States parties with their reporting obligations; the lack of predictability in reviews; a growing backlog of individual communications and urgent actions; lack of sufficient regular budget resources and more recently, the existing shortfall in resources; multiplication of working methods, which negatively affects the accessibility for victims and civil society. 
During the thirtieth annual meeting of the Chairs of the treaty bodies in 2018, the Chairs agreed to propose that each treaty body appoint a focal point to help develop a common “treaty body based” position ahead of the 2020 review. So far, nine treaty bodies have adopted and shared their positions on the 2020 review. I urge you to build on the work undertaken by your respective focal points, individual committees, and your meeting in Copenhagen to come up with a shared, compelling and actionable vision to enhance the effectiveness, efficiency and accessibility of the treaty body system. In that regard, I wish to propose that you take into account the views of a full range of stakeholders in the treaty body system. Accordingly, I am delighted to see that you will be meeting with Member States, representatives from UN agencies, civil society organizations and senior UN officials.
Distinguished Chairpersons, 

Before I conclude, let me emphasize that as we discuss making the treaty body system more effective, we need to ensure that rights-holders and victims are at the center of all our review proposals.
As the custodians of the legal norms established by the human rights treaties, treaty bodies carry both legal and political weight and would undoubtedly influence and impact on the reform process and outcomes. The future of the treaty body system largely depends on your leadership and vision. 
OHCHR stands ready to support you in your endeavor to further fine-tuning the common proposals you may be putting forward and we remain available to engage and work closely with you in the context of the 2020 review process.
With this, I wish you a successful and productive 31st annual meeting. Thank you.
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