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Dear Members of the Committee,
Esteemed Colleagues and Partners,

It is with great pleasure that I address the 20th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities again on behalf of UN Women, this time as the 2018 rotating Chair of the Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

This year marks 10 years since the entry into force of the Convention, and 10 years of activities of the Committee.  The IASG looks forward to continuing collaboration with the Committee.

The 2018 annual meeting of the IASG was hosted by UN Women in March in the margins of the 62nd Session of Commission on the Status of Women. During the meeting, the Secretary of the Committee shared suggested areas for increased cooperation between the Committee and agencies participating in the IASG—namely: proposal of themes for future General Comments, input for call for submissions regarding the draft General Comments, and bilateral and/or thematic meetings with UN agencies and departments during the 20th session of the Committee. 

The Group discussed achievements, challenges and opportunities. While its membership has increased from 8 to about 25, not all members are equally engaged and it is often restricted to disability focal points. We recognize the need for active engagement by more entities, including at the highest levels of organization.  

Accessibility and reasonable accommodation, including ad hoc funding processes, remain major challenges for the full and effective participation of persons with disabilities at all levels, including as personnel, participants in meetings and programmes.

 Whereas as a System we have made some progress, it remains uneven within and across entities. We see best results where there has been leadership from the highest level, accompanied by funding and accountability mechanisms. 

When we work together with various stakeholders towards a common goal, we have seen results.  The IASG’s Working Group on Art. 11, co-chaired by UNICEF and OHCHR, is contributing to the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action through active participation in the IASC Task Force, which is developing guidelines on the subject. 

The IASG welcomes the UN Executive Committee’s Decision in April of this year on “Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities,” calling for system wide action and accountability. The IASG’s Working Group on a System Wide Action Plan, established in 2016/2017, co-led by UNDP and ILO, in close collaboration with the co-chairs of the IASG, DESA, OHCHR and UN Women and other partners, is supporting the rollout of the Decision. We look forward to working with all UN entities in its rollout and reiterate the IASG’s invitation to those entities that are not yet member of the IASG to join and participate in the process.

At the end of May, the Inter-Departmental Task Force on Accessibility (IDTFA) and IASG co-chairs met to explore collaboration in the roll-out of the UN Executive Committee’s Decision, including to work together to build a basis for a system-wide effort to promote coherence and coordination on action to mainstream disability in the UN operational frameworks and to improve accessibility within the system.

We have the unique opportunity to effectively mainstream the rights of persons with disabilities in all their diversity in all aspects of life and at all levels.  The IASG stands ready to support this process.  We look forward to the active participation and contribution of all United Nations entities.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In closing, the IASG would like to thank members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities whose terms end this December for their work, and congratulate those elected to start in January 2019 as well as those nominated for the election in June.  We welcome the election of the first woman expert with a disability, and former member of this Committee, Ms. Ana Peláez of Spain, to the CEDAW Committee. 

Thank you for your attention.
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