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2 December 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Burundi, at the Committee’s sixty-fifth session, held in October 2016. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/BDI/CO/5-6) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 59 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Burundi to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 33 and 51 (a) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received with a six-month delay in May 2019 (CEDAW/C/BDI/CO/5-6/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-fourth session, held in November 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 33 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “party amend the Nationality Code and the Code of the Person and the Family so as to bring them into line with article 9 of the Convention and ensure the registration of all births”: 
 The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party about the ongoing process of revising the Code of the Person and the Family and the establishment of an inter-sectoral committee to review discriminatory provisions. However, it regrets the slow progress in amending the Nationality Code and the Code of the Person and the Family regardless of the Committee’s recommendation since 2001. It considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation and that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Rénovat Tabu
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Burundi
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Rue de Lausanne 44

1201 Geneva
Email: mission.burundi217@gmail.com
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 33 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Expedite the amendment of the Nationality Code and article 38 of the Code of the Person and the Family in line with article 9 of the Convention.
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 51 of the concluding observations, recommending that the State party “urgently finalize and adopt the draft revised Code of the Person and the Family, as well as the bill on inheritance, matrimonial regimes and gifts, in line with the recommendations accepted by the State party during the universal periodic review in 2013 (see A/HRC/23/2, para. 515)”: 
The Committee is concerned at the persistent patriarchal attitudes, especially regarding women’s right to inheritance of land, as obstacles to adopt the amendment of the Code of the Person and the Family and the bill on inheritance, matrimonial regimes and gifts. Given the information on the steps taken by the State party to raise awareness on the bill, the Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 51 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Strengthen awareness-raising measures to eliminate patriarchal attitudes and stereotypes at the community level, in cooperation with civil society organizations, so as to remove discriminatory provisions in the Code of the Person and the Family and adopt the bill on inheritance, matrimonial regimes and gifts.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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