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		Report of the Committee on the
		Elimination of Discrimination
		against Women

		Seventy-third session
	(1 – 19 July 2019)

Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
		Decisions
		Decision 73/1
Joint statement on climate change and human rights
Further to its decision 72/11, the Committee on 9 July 2019 adopted the text of a joint statement on the issue of human rights and climate change, to be endorsed by and issued jointly with the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Committee of the Rights of the Child ahead of the United Nations Climate Summit to be held in New York in September 2019.
		Decision 73/2
Joint statement on the occasion of the International Day of the Girl 2019
On 18 July 2019, the Committee adopted the text of a joint statement on “protecting and empowering girls and demanding equality”, to be endorsed by and issued jointly with the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the occasion of the International Day of the Girl on 11 October 2019.
		Decision 73/3
Simplified reporting procedure: Criteria for State party eligibility
Revising its decisions 69/5 and 72/10, and with a view to aligning its working methods with other treaty bodies, the Committee decided to remove the requirement of the submission of a common core document for States parties wishing to avail themselves of the simplified reporting procedure for the submission of their periodic reports to the Committee. 
		Decision 73/4
Enhancing accessibility of the work of the Committee for persons with disabilities
Recalling General Assembly Resolution 68/268, which requests the Secretary-General to “ensure the progressive implementation of relevant accessibility standards with regard to the human rights treaty body system, as appropriate, particularly in connection with the strategic heritage plan being developed for the United Nations Office at Geneva, and to provide reasonable accommodation for treaty body experts with disabilities to ensure their full and effective participation” (paragraph 29); 
Recognizing the importance of ensuring that its work is accessible to experts with disabilities to ensure their full and effective participation; 
The Committee decides to: 
(a) Ensure that all documents are available in accessible formats (Word / accessible PDF), generally at least 24 hours in advance, and in urgent cases, at least 6 hours in advance of their consideration by the Committee; 
(b) Ensure that braille copies are also available, when requested with sufficient notice; 
(c) Ensure that any paragraphs under discussion during the adoption of documents are read out in full by Secretariat staff or experts. 
It also decides to keep its practices under review, with a view to continuously improving accessibility of its work for all stakeholders with disabilities to ensure their full and effective participation in the work of the Committee.
		Decision 73/5
Focal point on gender-based violence against women
In line with the Framework of Cooperation between the Committee and the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, dated 8 November 2019, the Committee decided to establish a focal point on gender-based violence against women. It appointed Genoveva Tisheva as focal point. Noting its decision 72/12 on rationalisation of working groups of the Committee, it decided that the focal point may be converted into a working group once the working group on national human rights institutions has been dissolved and a specific output has been defined for a working group on gender-based violence against women. 
			Decision 73/6
Contribution for the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995)
The Committee decided to prepare a contribution for the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995) to be commemorated during the sixty-fourth session of the Commission on the Status of Women in March 2020. It entrusted Nicole Ameline, Bandana Rana and other interested members with the preparation of an outline to be endorsed by the Committee and the elaboration of a draft document for adoption during the seventy-fourth session of the Committee in October/November 2019.
		Decision 73/7
Consideration of the combined seventh and eighth periodic reports of Yemen
Further to its decision 68/3 to postpone the consideration of the combined seventh and eighth periodic reports of Yemen (CEDAW/C/YEM/7-8), received in June 2013, at the request of the State party, the Committee entrusted the pre-sessional working group for its seventy-seventh session, which will convene in March 2020, with the elaboration of a new list of issues and questions, with a view to requesting the State party to update its report.  
			Decision 73/8
		Replacement of members on the Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee decided that its Bureau shall be informed in advance of any replacement of a pre-sessional working group member from one regional group by a member from another regional group. It also decided that the principle of equitable regional representation shall, to the extent possible, be ensured through a reciprocal exchange whereby a member from the regional group that had ceded its place shall replace the member from the respective other regional group on a future pre-sessional working group.
		Decision 73/9
		Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the seventy-sixth session, Gladys Acosta Vargas, Gunnar Bergby, Naéla Gabr, Wenyan Song, and Genoveva Tisheva.
		Chapter II
		Rapporteur: Ms. Lia Nadaraia
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 19 July 2019, the closing date of the seventy-third session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 79 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 112 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its seventy-third session at the United Nations Office at Geneva from 1 to 19 July 2019. The Committee held 18 plenary meetings, and also held 11 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Hilary Gbedemah, at its 1688th meeting on 1 July 2019.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/73/1) at its 1688th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-session working group
The report of the pre-session working group (CEDAW/PSWG/73/1), which met from 12 to 16 November 2018, was introduced by Gladys Acosta Vargas at the 1688th meeting. 
	E.	Organization of work
On 1 and 8 July 2019, the Committee held closed meetings with representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations funds and programmes, as well as other intergovernmental organizations, during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by those bodies to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 1 and 8 July 2019, the Committee held informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions, who provided information on the implementation of the Convention in the States parties considered by the Committee at its seventy-third session. 
On 1 July 2019, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Dubravka Simonovic, briefed the Committee on her activities, including her thematic report to the Human Rights Council concerning the 25 years of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur.
On 4 July, Antonella Lavelanet, Maternal and Perinatal Health and Preventing Unsafe Abortion Team, World Health Organization, briefed the Committee on the WHO database and repository on abortion policies which seeks to strengthen global efforts to eliminate unsafe abortion.
On 8 July, the Committee hosted a panel discussion on “The CEDAW Convention: 40 years of promoting and empowering women”. The event was convened by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), OHCHR and the Inter-Parliamentary Union to commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the Convention.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the seventy-second session
All members attended the seventy-third session. The following members did not attend the session on the indicated dates: Aruna Narain from 1 to 5 and on 12 July 2019; and Franceline Toe Bouda on 1 and 2 July 2019. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the seventy-second and the seventy-third sessions of the Committee
At the 1688th meeting, the Chair, Hilary Gbedemah, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the seventy-second session of the Committee.
			Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its seventy-third session, the Committee considered the reports of seven States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the ninth periodic report of Austria; the ninth periodic report of Cabo Verde; the fourth periodic report of Côte d’Ivoire; the eighth periodic report of the Democratic Republic of the Congo; the ninth periodic report of Guyana; the combined third to fifth periodic reports of Mozambique; and the second periodic report of Qatar.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered. Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
Austria (CEDAW/C/AUT/CO/9)
Cabo Verde (CEDAW/C/CPV/CO/9) 
Côte d’Ivoire (CEDAW/C/CIV/CO/4)
Democratic Republic of the Congo (CEDAW/C/COD/CO/8)  
Guyana (CEDAW/C/GUY/CO/9) 
Mozambique (CEDAW/C/MOZ/CO/3-5)
Qatar (CEDAW/C/QAT/CO/2)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered the follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1)	Albania (CEDAW/C/ALB/CO/4/Add.1) 
2)	Belarus (CEDAW/C/BLR/CO/8/Add.1)
3)	Canada (CEDAW/C/CAN/CO/8-9/Add.1)
4)	El Salvador (CEDAW/C/SLV/CO/8-9/Add.1)
5)	Honduras (CEDAW/C/HND/CO/7-8/Add.1)
6)	Philippines (CEDAW/C/PHL/CO/7-8/Add.1)
7)	Switzerland (CEDAW/C/CHE/CO/4-5/Add.1)
8)	Trinidad and Tobago (CEDAW/C/TTO/CO/4-7/Add.1 and Add.2)
The Committee sent first reminders to the following States parties whose follow-up reports were overdue:
1)	Ireland
2)	Micronesia
3)	Rwanda
4)	Sri Lanka
5)	Ukraine
	The Rapporteur on follow-up met with representatives of Tanzania and Myanmar, whose follow-up reports were overdue.
		Chapter V
		Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 15, 16 and 19 July 2019. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol regarding its forty-fourth session (see annex 1).
The Committee was informed that the Working Group had elected Gladys Acosta Vargas as its Chair and Aruna Narain as its Vice-Chair.
The Committee examined seven individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted seven final decisions, declaring inadmissible communications Nos. 94/2015 concerning Denmark (non-refoulement case), 102/2016 concerning the Czech Republic (forced sterilisation of Roma women) and 136/2018 concerning Poland (gender-based violence; legal standing to submit a communication). It also adopted views finding violations of the authors’ rights in relation to communications Nos. 86/2015 concerning Denmark (non-refoulement), 87/2015 concerning Ukraine (failure to provide effective consular assistance to a national), 99/2016 concerning Bulgaria (domestic violence) and 100/2016 concerning the Russian Federation (domestic violence). The Committee further discontinued its consideration of communications Nos. 84/2015 and 109/2016 concerning Denmark (both non-refoulement cases). The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) once they have been finalized and sent to the respective parties, through the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights under the link to the relevant session of the Committee, and through the juris database of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (http://juris.ohchr.org/).
	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee was informed that the Working Group, during its forty-fourth session, had discussed the follow-up situation in each case where the follow-up dialogue was ongoing and that it had agreed on the action to be taken. The Committee decided to put the follow-up dialogue to a close with a finding of a partly satisfactory implementation of its views in relation to communication No. 22/2009 concerning Peru in light of the payment of compensation to the author and her mother in the amount of  176,620 Euros and 33,635 Euros, respectively.. It also closed the follow up dialogue in relation to communication No. 58/262013 concerning Moldova with a finding of a non-satisfactory implementation of its views. Of the remaining 11 cases under follow-up examination, three relate to the Russian Federation and one each relates to Bulgaria, Finland, Georgia, Mexico, Slovakia, Tanzania, Timor-Leste and Ukraine. The Committee appointed rapporteurs for each case. It also considered possibilities to increase the visibility of the follow-up procedure and further improve its follow-up working methods. The Committee requested the Secretariat to arrange for meetings with representatives of the Permanent Missions of Finland and Tanzania to discuss follow-up to views on individual communications.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 16 July 2019. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its thirteenth session (see annex 2).
The Committee was informed that the Working Group had elected Marion Bethel as its Chair and Aicha Vall Verges as its Vice-Chair. The Committee approved the following recommendation of the Working Group on Inquiries:
(a)	In relation to inquiry Nos. 2011/1 concerning Canada, to invite the State party to submit information on the measures taken in response to the recommendations made by the Committee in its report of the inquiry. 
The Committee also adopted the following decision:
(b)	In relation to inquiry No. 2017/3, to designate Lia Nadaraia as an additional member to conduct the inquiry.
 		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties under article 18 of the Convention.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are confirmed for the Committee’s seventy-fourth session:
Seventy-fourth Session (Geneva)
Forty-fifth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 16 to 18 October 2019
Fourteenth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol:
17 and 18 October 2019 
Seventy-fourth session: 21 October to 8 November 2019
Pre-session working group for the seventy-sixth session: 11 to 15 November 2019
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
The Committee confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its seventy-fourth and seventy-fifth sessions:
Seventy-fourth session:
1) Andorra
2)	Bosnia and Herzegovina
3)	Cambodia
4)	Iraq
5)	Kazakhstan
6)	Lithuania
7)	Seychelles
Seventy-fifth session:
1)	Afghanistan
2)	Bulgaria
3)	Eritrea
4)	Kiribati 
5)	Latvia
6)	Moldova
7)	Pakistan
8)	Zimbabwe
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
The Working Group met twice during the session. It discussed and submitted two draft decisions to the Committee: one on the revision of criteria for States parties to avail themselves of the simplified reporting procedure, namely to lift the requirement to submit a common core document (see decision 73/3); and another on improving the accessibility of the work of the Committee for experts with disabilities (see decision 73/4).
		CEDAW-UN Women/SDGs Working Group
The Working Group on SDGs met twice during the session and discussed the current status of the draft updated treaty-specific reporting guidelines integrating the SDGs. The Working Group continued its ongoing discussion on the preparation of a written contribution of the Committee for the Beijing+ 25 review. In this regard, the Committee met with Ms. Soon-Young Yoon, Chair of the Board of the Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO), who presented the recently published NGO Guidance for National Parallel Reports prepared by the NGO Committee on the Status of Women.
			Working group on cooperation with national human rights institutions
The working group met twice during the session. The chair of the working group briefed the other members on the progress made towards the adoption during the seventy-fourth session of the “Procedurally specific guidance note on CEDAW engagement with NHRIs”. The chair welcomed the participation of representatives of the National Institutions and Regional Mechanisms Section (OHCHR) and the Secretariat of the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions in the meetings of the working group. The chair expressed appreciation for the ongoing collaboration of all stakeholders involved with the Secretariat and invited them to convene before the seventy-fourth session of the Committee to finalize the guidance note. 
		Working Group on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration
The Working Group met twice during the session. The chair of the working group informed the other members about the outcomes of the expert group meetings on the general recommendation held since June 2018, on a planned expert group meeting in Helsinki, Finland, and on the progress made to raise funds for the drafting of the general recommendation and for holding regional consultations. The chair also informed the other members about the organization of a regional consultation in Cairo, Egypt, which is scheduled to take place at the beginning of October 2019. The working group moreover discussed amendments to the work plan for the general recommendation.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the seventy-fourth session
On 19 July 2019, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its seventy-fourth session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the seventy-third and seventy-fourth sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the seventy-fifth session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its seventy-fourth session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its seventy-third session and addenda on 19 July 2019 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]

Annexes
Annex 1 (available under the 73rd session webpage)
Annex 2 (available under the 73rd session webpage)
