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Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,

1. Thank you for meeting with us today. I am privileged to lead the delegation of Lithuania, which includes representatives from six Ministries, the Permanent Mission in Geneva, the State Child Rights Protection and Adoption Service, and the Police Department.

2. The members of the delegation are prepared to provide a full picture of the situation, and I am honoured to present a concise introduction to the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Lithuania. 

3. On behalf of Lithuania, I would like to express my deep appreciation for all the support and encouragement that we received last year during high-level visits by the SRSG on Violence against Children Najat Malla M'jid, and the SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict Pramila Patten. We will undoubtedly take advantage of the expert assessment of the UN, strengthening institutional capacities and practical implementation of human rights.

4. I would like to thank all those members of Civil Society and independent institutions who have contributed to this reporting round. I am looking forward to continuing this engagement once the Committee publishes its findings and recommendations.  

5. Ensuring and protecting the rights of the child is one of the main priorities of Lithuania, as a member of the UN Human Rights Council. In 2022, Lithuania ratified the Optional Protocol on a Communications Procedure thus taking more accountability in the achievement of access to justice for children. The first individual communication under this protocol has already been received.

6. Lithuania completely prohibited all forms of violence against the child, including corporal punishment in the family and other environments of the child. State institutions cooperate with children, Civil Society organizations and communities to prevent all forms of violence against children.  Help is available for children who have been exposed to violence.

[bookmark: _Hlk156411776]7. Children are permanent members of the Interdepartmental Child Welfare Council under the Government of the Republic of Lithuania. In this format, they participated in a meeting with the UN Special Representative M'jid and presented their position on the mental health of children and young people and challenges in educational institutions. Our further goal is to discover and implement good practices of children's participation in the decision-making process, so that their participation, listening to and consideration of children's opinions in decision-making is sensitive to children, and common in the practice of specialists.

8. Lithuania ensures equal protection of the rights of all children, since the child rights protection system reacts to possible violations of the child's rights in all cases according to the same algorithms, regardless of the child's status in Lithuania. In addition, legislative changes make it faster and easier to appoint a representative for any unaccompanied minor. An algorithm for the reception of children has been developed, which ensures a safe environment, comprehensive care and necessary assistance for them.

9. Since the beginning of the Russian war in Ukraine, Lithuania has been taking care of the most vulnerable children. About 83,269 Ukrainian refugees have been registered, of which 26,615 are children. Among them, 553 are separated minors and 70 – unaccompanied minors, of which 63 are from Ukrainian child care institutions and 7 are cared for by Lithuanian families. At the same time, we aim to take care of all unaccompanied minors and other children in migration who have arrived in Lithuania. When determining the legal status of children in Lithuania and making decisions, the best interests of the child are always taken into account. We also have greater ambitions – to address the issues of better ensuring and protecting the rights of children in migration, as well as their successful integration into society and enabling them to exercise all children's rights. Currently, 11,805 Ukrainian children are registered in Lithuanian educational institutions.

10. Lithuania has put a lot of effort into creating a unified child and family-oriented child rights protection system. Following the implementation of the reform of the child rights protection system in 2018, reports on possible violations of children's rights are responded to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in order to ensure children's safety. Support and assistance mechanisms have been created for children and families in crisis. Awareness-raising activities focus on non-violent child upbringing.

11. Although the reform took place in 2018, we continue to strengthen its operation by solving the challenges arising in practice. Important changes to legal acts strengthening the protection of children's rights were also made in 2020. We are constantly looking for more effective services and other means of support for children and families. There is still a need to strengthen the prevention of violence against children, especially by protecting children from repeated incidents of violence, as well as increasing the availability of services and other quality support for children affected by violence, especially in rural and remote areas.

12. A variety of measures have been implemented to help parents and other caregivers raise children without violence, including free counselling through the Parent Line, positive parenting training, and evidence-based programs such as Family Conference, Multidimensional Family Therapy Programme, and the Incredible Years Programme. Initiatives of non-governmental organizations aimed at testing new methodologies, ways of helping children and young people with behavioural challenges, children who have experienced violence, and those with disabilities are encouraged through financial means; projects of "One Stop Centres" for families are financed. We see the need to further strengthen the availability of services and other assistance for children with disabilities, for children with complex behavioral problems, including a tendency to commit crimes, for children who suffer from addictions or experiment with psychoactive substances. We aim to strengthen support for families in the first days of a child's life.

13. Society's tolerance for violence against children is constantly decreasing, but it is not enough. Child rights protection specialists constantly remind us how important it is to involve the whole society and those around us. Through the Child Rights Line, children and adults from 2022 of October can consult on all issues of children's rights and report possible violations of children's rights.


14. To fight against sexual violence against children more effectively, the five institutions of the country renewed the cooperation agreement, which defines the algorithm of actions in the face of this type of violence. However, we notice that there are still cases where sexual violence against children is difficult to recognize both by professionals and children's close environment. There is a lack of long-term professional help for children who have experienced sexual violence, and the existing availability of free help meets very little of the need. As the analyses show, specialists working at the local level do not always recognize certain risk factors as violence against a child, which increases the risk that the child will not receive help in time. Seeing these challenges, we take seriously the need to think about new actions that will allow us to solve these problems.

15. We have made progress in combating child trafficking. Thanks to the skills of child rights protection specialists and law enforcement officers to recognize human trafficking, children from children care institution (more than 30 children) were identified among the refugees flowing from Ukraine to be illegally taken for adoption to a third country. The data from the survey conducted in 2022 show an improvement in the quality of pre-trial investigations, which is associated with an increase in the competencies of officers. 
16. The State Child Rights Protection and Adoption Service protects children's rights at all levels, acting as a national institution, a central international institution for the protection of children's rights and a defender in municipal territories. Child rights protection specialists have the authority to investigate possible violations of children's rights and obtain all the information they need. The funds allocated to the Service increase every year, additional funds are allocated to mobile teams that help families and children in crisis, as well as to raising the competencies of specialists working in the field of child rights protection and child welfare, and activities aimed at awareness raising on children’s rights issues.

17. The case management function ensures efficient coordination of sectors and enables close monitoring of the situation of children and their families. The competencies of child rights protection specialists are being consistently improved, and a model of their professional skills development has been developed. There is a gradual decrease in society's tolerance for violence against children and more active reporting by the public to the services of possible cases of violence against children or other worrying situations.

18. In 2023, the National Action Plan for the Implementation of Child Guarantee in 2023-2030 in Lithuania was approved, which includes 38 measures aimed at combating child poverty and social exclusion, paying special attention to vulnerable groups of children. The Family Policy Strengthening Development Program provides for a whole series of measures aimed at strengthening families raising children, including in crisis situations.

19. Great progress has been made in the field of deinstitutionalization. Currently, almost 80 percent of children in the foster care system are cared for in a family environment. Another 17 percent are in community care. Lithuania continues to make efforts to develop professional foster care. We provide consultations to the countries of the region, primarily Ukraine, related to deinstitutionalization.

20. Foster Care Centres have been established in all municipalities, providing services and support to foster parents, adoptive parents, professional foster parents and children growing up in their families. There have been awareness campaigns and a free consultation line to encourage foster care and adoption. The model of professional foster care is further developed, and the training program for foster parents, adoptive parents, and professional foster parents is updated. Strengthening support and services for families raising children is a key part of deinstitutionalizing the child care system.

21. Lithuania aims to reduce poverty. In 2023, all basic social benefits increased to 42 percent compared to 2018. The approved universal child benefit for all children significantly reduced child poverty in Lithuania to the EU average.

22. Psychological well-being and mental health strengthening services were launched in 2020 and are currently provided in all municipalities of the country. Funding for child and adolescent mental health services has increased by 48 percent over the past five years and amounts to 19.4 million euros. The number of Level I outpatient consultations by mental health specialists increased by about 39 percent, and psychiatric day inpatient services by 124 percent. However, with a significant increase in the need for psychological and psychosocial support since the pandemic, children still face difficulties in accessing acceptable and affordable support. Bullying, including in cyberspace, is a concern.

23. Lithuania ensures effective maternal and child health care, which includes not only early diagnosis and prevention of children's diseases, but also disease prevention, assistance to families expecting and raising children. The budget funds of the Mandatory Health Insurance Fund for personal health care services for children are consistently increasing (from EUR 184.38 million in 2019 to EUR 220.82 million in 2022). A consensus has been reached in the country regarding a continuously operating network of health care institutions, the services of which would be accessible to all Lithuanian residents, regardless of their place of residence, social or economic status.

24. The Government has developed an education reform plan that prioritizes the quality and accessibility of education. More than EUR 150 million are planned for the period 2023-2029 to strengthen schools in the field of inclusive education. The Millennium Schools Program has been approved to create integrated, optimal and high-quality educational conditions by 2030, to reduce the achievement gaps of students in every municipality of Lithuania. It is planned to allocate EUR 210 million for this program. 

[bookmark: _Hlk127366752]25. Significant progress has been made in the field of participation of Roma children in the education system. Compared to 2015, more Roma children attend preschool and pre-primary education, a more even distribution of Roma students by classes in general education schools is recorded, and the number of students over 16 years old is increasing.

26. In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that Lithuania, in cooperation with NGOs, social partners, national and international institutions and organizations, will continue to ensure the rights of the child, considering the best interests of the child.

Madam Chair,

27. I want to thank Committee Members for their time and attention in allowing me to outline these key developments and I look forward to an engaging and constructive discussion over the next two days. 

Thank you.
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