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Introduction

We, the Institute for Protection of Women`s Rights (IPWR), present the following submission in advance of the 139th session of the Human Rights Committee (‘the Committee’), taking place between 09 OCT 2023 - 03 NOV 2023, for consideration of report of Islamic Republic of Iran. IPWR is writing to regard the situation of women rights in the I.R. of Iran. 
Iranian women, through continuous efforts, have made remarkable initiatives and achievements on the road toward gender justice, active participation in social processes, and national development. This article presents a number of achievements, initiatives, and advancements to depict that Iranian women are seen as influential agents in achieving civil and political goals in society. We mention some of these cases below:


Achievements and Progresses
1. Education and Learning: In recent decades, Iranian women have made significant progress in pursuing higher education compared to previous times. This achievement has not only enhanced the personal capabilities of women but has also resulted in the establishment of key roles for women in various sectors of society. Despite the effort of media propaganda which tried to downplay the influence of Iranian women thinkers on the process of multilateralism, today in Iran, more than 35% of faculty members at public universities and 60% of teachers are women. Also in the area of education, the gender gap has been reduced by 97% in education and I.R. of Iran is now among one of the first countries of the world to have managed to establish gender justice and has eradicated illiteracy among the primary and secondary levels of education. In regards to higher education in the current year, women comprise 56% of the university students of the state-run universities[footnoteRef:1]. The growing rate of This is evidence of how "digital" mass media can harm the image and dignity of different societies, contrary to their useful functions and goals, and this should be seriously analyzed. [1:  https://en.women.gov.ir/detail/16559/remarkable-actions-and-achievements-of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-for-the-advancement-of-women-and-family-status-2023] 

2. Political Participation: By entering the political arena, Iranian women have played a vital role in decision-making processes. Women's presence in various assemblies and administrative levels has led to richer gender interactions and better decision-making. In the area of political participation and women’s collective voice in decision-making, leadership, and governance which are known as an index for the status of women in the modern world from 2017- 2022 there are over 8000 women from across the country that have become empowered for acquiring this status. Also, we are now witnessing a 227% increase in women nominated for the parliament. In the recent round of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, there has been over 16.5 times increase in the women’s elections in the assembly from the beginning until now. Currently, over 1121 women judges are working and since 2011 the number of recruited women judges has had a 3 % annual growth rate.[footnoteRef:2] [2:   https://en.women.gov.ir/detail/16559/remarkable-actions-and-achievements-of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-for-the-advancement-of-women-and-family-status-2023] 

3. Social and Human Rights: Through persistent efforts, despite the constant implementation of cruel sanctions against the Iranian nation, women in Iran in sincere interaction with the government have improved their social and human rights situations. Increased awareness of rights and gender justice has facilitated the improvement of women's conditions in various areas. Establishing organizations and associations related to women provides a space for addressing women's issues and helps elevate their role in society. Nowadays, 2733 NGOS of women are active in Iran. Furthermore, Women-specific media outlets contribute to raising public awareness of women's issues and promote their ideas and initiatives. Over 23543 women are writers and 1051 work as publishers and 2336 women are engaged as media editors.[footnoteRef:3] [3: https://en.women.gov.ir/detail/16559/remarkable-actions-and-achievements-of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-for-the-advancement-of-women-and-family-status-2023 ] 

4. Economic Development: As we know, women's greater access to property and ownership leads to the improvement of the state of political development and their presence in power. Women's presence in the job market and small and medium-sized businesses has contributed to economic development in the country, ensuring more sustainable economic growth. In recent years the role of women in running startups, working as facilitators, accelerators and their ownership of over 12000 companies working in the fields of agriculture, industries, architecture, and pharmaceuticals as well as women’s membership in the chamber of commerce and entrepreneurship have been more than before. In so far that Currently, women compose over 32% of the members of active companies in the economy and the market. The establishment of 250 knowledge-based companies, 303 innovative companies with women working as their directors, the activity of over 904 women as managing directors of the knowledge-based companies and over 2390 women as members of the board of directors working in these companies are all an impressive record. In addition to the presence of over 4000 women entrepreneurs in the country which manage around 20 % of the entrepreneurship centers.[footnoteRef:4] [4:     https://en.women.gov.ir/detail/16559/remarkable-actions-and-achievements-of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-for-the-advancement-of-women-and-family-status-2023] 


Initiatives
1. Education and Awareness Promotion and Empowering Women: Organizing workshops and training courses aimed at increasing women's awareness of their rights and capabilities is an important initiative in this field. For example, the national plan of action with a fixed budget has undertaken extensive measures in various social, psychological, educational, and supportive areas. The implementation of various programs such as empowering women’s employment in particular for rural women and family-oriented business networks provides a link between the owners of businesses and those seeking jobs and markets. Also allocating plots of land to women's machinery and increasing access of women to natural resources through cooperatives reaching many 2000 with a membership of over 60,000 women and business development for rural women are all part of a systematic micro-scale businesses for rural and nomadic women-based on the LNSIE model and creating 4200 micro funds as well as offering training to over 30,000 rural women annually based on the business development and entrepreneurship projects through training science, engineering, and technology.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  https://en.women.gov.ir/detail/16559/remarkable-actions-and-achievements-of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-for-the-advancement-of-women-and-family-status-2023
] 

2. Encouragement for Active Political Participation: Increasing women's presence in various assemblies and social organizations, especially at decision-making levels, can be achieved through encouragement and support for women who have an interest in political participation.
3. Creating Work-Life Balance Facilities: According to the provisions of the law on protection of the family and the youth of the population, providing facilities such as childcare and care for disabled individuals empowers women to have the best balance between work and life.
It should be added, that despite the one-sided sanctions imposed by the United States against the Iranian nation, the resilience of Iranian women's dynamics demonstrates their steadfastness and commitment to achieving their goals. These sanctions have not only had economic repercussions but have also influenced civil, social, and cultural aspects. However, in the face of these challenges, Iranian women have shown greater determination to advance and collectively pursue their objectives.
The unilateral economic sanctions by the United States have affected Iran's economy, leading to issues such as inflation, unemployment, and reduced international trade. These challenging economic conditions have particularly impacted women. Yet, despite these limitations, Iranian women have persisted in pursuing education, entrepreneurship, and active engagement in social affairs, showcasing their determination to progress and fulfill their dreams.
Amid the sanctions, Iranian women, due to limited economic opportunities, have engaged in entrepreneurial activities and established small businesses. These initiatives not only empower women to make use of their resources but also contribute to the country's economic growth.
The social sanctions have also affected women, including restrictions in accessing certain essential goods and services. Nevertheless, Iranian women, through their efforts in various social, cultural, and artistic domains, have continued to establish themselves as influential agents within society.
The determination and perseverance of Iranian women on the path of progress have brought pride to the Iranian nation and the global community. Iranian women serve as examples of resolve and motivation in confronting challenges and achieving their goals. These advancements deserve admiration not only domestically but also internationally.
In general, the one-sided sanctions imposed by the United States against the Iranian nation have had negative impacts. Nevertheless, the determination and efforts of Iranian women to advance and achieve their aspirations remain unshaken. This experience highlights that Iranian women continue to seek civil, social, and political improvement and change, necessitating support and encouragement from the global community.

Recommendations
To continue this positive trajectory, the following recommendations are suggested to improve the status of women and women for their development:
1. Collaboration and Capacity Building: Facilitating collaboration between Iranian women's organizations and their international counterparts to share experiences, knowledge, and best practices. This could strengthen women's advocacy efforts and promote their initiatives on a global scale.
2. Advocacy and Awareness: The committee can use its platform to raise awareness about the achievements and challenges facing Iranian women. This could include organizing seminars, workshops, and awareness campaigns to highlight their contributions and aspirations.
3. Policy Dialogue: Encouraging dialogue between the Iranian government and women's organizations to address barriers and develop policies that support women's rights and opportunities. The committee can play the role of a neutral mediator in these discussions. 
4. Data Collection and Reporting: Supporting the collection of accurate and comprehensive data on the status and achievements of women in Iran. This data can serve as the basis for evidence-based policies and initiatives.
5. Capacity-Building Workshops: Organizing capacity-building workshops and training sessions to empower women to actively engage in political and public life, thereby amplifying their voices and contributions.
6. International Support: Advocating for international cooperation and supporting women's empowerment in Iran. This could involve collaborations in education, entrepreneurship, healthcare, and more that it has been limited to the reduction of government budgets, due to the pressure of sanctions. 
In short, the achievements, initiatives, and progress of Iranian women are an inspiration to the whole world. Their journey towards role-playing and empowerment is a testament to the transformative power of determined individuals striving for positive change. The UN Civil and Political Rights Committee plays a significant role in recognizing and encouraging this progress and also fostering a brighter future for Iranian women and society as a whole.
Given the remarkable progress and resilience demonstrated by Iranian women despite challenging circumstances, we propose that the UN Civil and Political Rights Committee actively engage with the Islamic Republic of Iran's government to recognize and further enhance the achievements and initiatives of Iranian women.
By acknowledging the contributions of women and endorsing their continued advancements, the committee can play a vital role in promoting human rights, and social, civil, and political development.
Also, we recommend the following actions to the UN Civil and Political Rights Committee to encourage the Islamic Republic of Iran's government and support the remarkable progress of Iranian women:
1. Dialogue and Collaboration: Starting a constructive dialogue with the Iranian government to encourage policies and actions that empower women and promote equity and equality. A collaborative approach can foster an environment conducive to women's development and participation.
2. Awareness Campaigns: Organizing awareness campaigns to highlight the achievements and challenges facing Iranian women. These campaigns can raise public awareness and get support for their efforts.
3. Capacity-Building Programs: Facilitating capacity-building programs aimed at enhancing the skills and knowledge of Iranian women. Empowering women through education and training may have a lasting impact on their contributions to society.
4. Recognition of Women's Contributions: Acknowledging and celebrating the achievements of Iranian women through official recognition platforms. This recognition can inspire other countries and individuals to support women's rights and participation.
5. Supporting Women's Organizations: Supporting women's organizations and initiatives in Iran that work towards gender justice, social justice, and women's empowerment. This support may include resources, technical assistance, and international partnerships.
6. Encouraging International Collaboration: Facilitating international partnerships between Iranian women's organizations and their global counterparts. Sharing experiences and best practices can enrich the progress of women's initiatives.
7. Promotion of Policy Change: Encouraging the Iranian government to adopt policy changes that promote women's participation in decision-making processes, education, entrepreneurship, and other areas.

Conclusion
Ultimately, the achievements, initiatives, and progress of Iranian women on the path towards gender justice, active participation in social processes, and national development stand are testament to their role as influential contributors to civil and political goals. This ongoing journey deserves recognition and continued support from international organizations, such as the UN Civil and Political Rights Committee.
Therefore, the international community must recognize and support the ongoing efforts of Iranian women in their quest for gender justice, social justice, and human rights. The achievements highlighted here attest to the resilience, determination, and contributions of Iranian women to their society and the world at large. In this context, the role of the UN Civil and Political Rights Committee becomes crucial. By recognizing the progress made by Iranian women and encouraging further progress, the committee can set an example for other countries striving to enhance women's participation and rights.
By actively supporting the advancement of Iranian women and engaging in collaborative efforts, the UN Civil and Political Rights Committee can contribute to the promotion of gender justice, human rights, and social development in Iran. The achievements of Iranian women serve as an inspiration to the world, and their continued advancement deserves recognition and encouragement on the international stage.
Finally, given the significant efforts of Iranian women in empowerment and progress, the role of the UN Human Rights Committee in encouraging the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and supporting this unprecedented path is pivotal. By transferring the experiences of Iranian women into further successes and fostering an environment of progress and excellence, effective measures can be taken to achieve goals such as gender justice, human rights, and Sustainable Development.
We respectfully ask the Committee, through these recommendations and through constructive engagement with the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, to take effective actions to promote and accelerate the path of progress for Iranian women. This endeavor not only benefits Iranian women but also contributes to the promotion of human rights and gender justice in the country and in the region.
These measures and endeavors, coupled with international cooperation and a commitment to the advancement of Iranian women, will create a chain of positive transformation that benefits not only women but also provides better opportunities and a brighter future for all individuals in Iran.
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