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Opinion statement requesting the UN to retract their recommendations that “the people of Okinawa are indigenous people”

	The Human Rights Committee and the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination have made recommendations to the Government of Japan on four occasions, in 2008 and 2014 for the former and in 2010 and 2014 for the latter, requesting the Government of Japan to recognize the people of Ryukyu/Okinawa as indigenous people, and to protect their rights, traditional culture and language.
	In the Okinawan dialect, there still remain several words of the ancient Japanese language; the lifestyle is the same as mainland Japan, and (the people of Okinawa are) of the same ethnic group. Therefore, the claim that the people of Okinawa are indigenous people is incorrect.
	At the same time, traditional arts and culture that remain in the respective regions of Okinawa are being passed down voluntarily and actively, and an issue concerning protection of the rights should be solved by domestic politics and in accordance with domestic laws, and thus should not be subject to recommendations from the UN.
	The people of Okinawa, as is the case with citizens of other Prefectures of Japan, enjoy the highest level of human rights and receive high quality social welfare, health care and education.
	Although the recommendations by the UN that “the people of Okinawa are indigenous peoples” are not legally binding, they are potentially dangerous since they may cast doubts as to the attribution of territories including the Senkaku Islands, which is a part of Okinawa Prefecture, territorial waters, and natural and marine resources. For that reason, the Council of Ishigaki urges the Government of Japan to call on the UN to retract those recommendations.
 We submit this opinion statement in accordance with Article 99 of the Local Autonomy Act.
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