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About IREC:
Iranian Elite Research Center(IREC), as an NGO working in the field of human rights, has prepared this report to submit to the 113th meeting of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination.

	Introduction
The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in its recognition of the right to free and universal education for citizens, demonstrates the country's commitment to global standards. This commitment is evident in its alignment with international agreements, especially the International Covenant on Cultural, Economic, and Social Rights.
In this submission, we will evaluate the two issues of the right to education during the Corona epidemic and the right to education of refugees in Iran. We will examine specific cases and incidents that demonstrate how these rights are being upheld, under Articles 5 and 7 of the Convention.



 Equal access to education during the outbreak of the coronavirus, articles (5) and (7)

1. The coronavirus epidemic is an international crisis severely affecting educational systems and has social, economic, and health consequences. During the outbreak of the Coronavirus, Iran's educational system applied different educational models for equal and non-discriminatory access of the country's teachers, students, and students in different groups, and the approach of fair access to virtual and electronic education by providing a suitable platform for online education in Global averages are used in other ways. This issue shows the efforts of the Islamic Republic of Iran to remove exclusions and discrimination in achieving the right to education
2. Closure of face-to-face education classes in order to maintain the health of teachers and students and start virtual education throughout the country.
3. Expanding the country's virtual education infrastructure and trying to stabilize the Internet situation
4. Providing more than 95% of university courses virtually
5. Holding virtual meetings with academic members of universities and schools regularly in order to monitor and support the virtual education process
6. Preparing and uploading various instructions on the university website to familiarize students with the process of virtual education
7. Setting up an online support system to guide students and university professors
8. Holding an educational and briefing workshop for faculty education experts, school teachers, and university professors to support the non-attendance education system and program better.
9. Responding online to students' doubts and questions about their academic status
10. Preparing and sending instructions for students' virtual defense of their theses
11. Providing facilities for holding meetings of departments and faculties virtually
12. Monitoring all university classes to ensure the quality of recording records
13. Appointing education experts to answer and deal with students' problems
14. Setting up a virtual and electronic exam system for all universities in the country
15. Setting up the center of virtual and remote laboratories in technical and engineering universities
16. The level of educational coverage in the country increased during the Corona period; during this period, 140,000 people who were not educated were covered.
17. 1.2% of students live in places where they do not have access to education; now, we have more than 5 thousand schools with 5 students; some may be working children or have disabilities.
18. Setting up the Shad network to continue the educational flow and two-way interaction between teacher and student and access 14 million students to this system
19. Holding 140 daily educational classes on the Shad network for Iranian students
20. Learning lessons through Iranian television school for Iranian students
21. More than 70% of students through Shad software, and 20% through educational packages.
22. 12 million and 700 thousand students are active in the Shad network, 98% of teachers, 100% of school administrators, and many families are Shad members, and between 500 and 700 thousand daily live connections in the Shad software
23. Allocation of free internet to the Shaad educational network from the beginning of the academic year 2019
24. About 35% of students have used distance learning content for the number of days they attended school.
25. Providing free internet to teachers in virtual education
26. Providing free tablets to underprivileged students
27. 2 emergency plans of the parliament to provide 3 million student tablets for free for needy students
28. Allocation of credits for the provision of student tablets for students in need of up to three million and 500 thousand devices with priority for nomadic and rural students covered by the Imam Khomeini Relief Committee (RA) and the Welfare Organization
29. The tablet donation plan called the two-time free student tablet plan
30. Considering the amount of 50 billion for donating free tablets to students by the Mostazafan Foundation
31. Providing a platform to provide more than 90% of theoretical courses electronically in the country's universities
32. Creating a virtual database and virtual school in 7 provinces, parent-oriented training through guidance counseling centers and 741 centers for learning disorders, 320 thousand hours of virtual and distance education for children with disabilities
Recommendations
· Continue efforts to ensure equal access to the right to education at different levels of education;
· We must persist in implementing targeted policies to combat illiteracy and promote quality education, especially for vulnerable groups;
· Pursuing efforts to improve and promote indicators of quality growth and equal access to education;
· continue to promote the development of equitable education;
· Efforts to improve access to education for girls and boys in villages and less privileged areas;
· Continue your efforts to promote the right to education to ensure all vulnerable groups have access to formal education.

Eliminating discrimination in access to education services for refugees in Iran under articles (5)
1. While many countries have faltered in offering refuge to a few thousand refugees, Iran has been a steadfast host to a staggering 5-8 million people from Afghanistan for many years. Iran's dedication to providing education and a good life for these refugees and its compassionate, patient approach is on a scale that far surpasses that of its counterparts.
2. More than 40,000 Afghan students – most of them women – are now studying at university in Iran. More than 600,000 Afghan children are also enrolled in schools across the country, the Norwegian Refugee Council says, explaining that they can enroll in Iranian public schools regardless of their legal status because of a 2015 government decree[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/article/2024/jul/04/afghan-women-iran-taliban-afghanistan-education] 

3. According to UNICEF announced on February 12, 2023, Iran is one of the world's largest hosting countries, with millions of refugees welcomed over four decades. Both UN agencies appreciate the generosity and support provided by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, such as access to education and primary healthcare for all children in the country, including refugee children[footnoteRef:2]. [2: https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/494836/UNICEF-UNHCR-team-up-to-support-Iran-s-inclusive-refugee-policies] 

4. Since launching in 2021, the UNESCO Afghan Teacher Training Programme has made significant progress in fostering a brighter future for displaced Afghan teachers and students. Supported by the Government of Japan and UNICEF Iran, and in collaboration with the Iranian National Commission for UNESCO and the Universities of Tehran, and Kharazmi, this initiative is equipping Afghan refugee teachers in the Islamic Republic of Iran with the necessary tools and skills to provide quality education amidst challenging circumstances. With the completion of its first phase in 2022, and upcoming phases in 2023, the programme has enabled approximately 500 Afghan women refugee teachers in Iran to receive recognized training and certification[footnoteRef:3].   [3:  https://iran.un.org/en/240481-empowering-afghan-women-refugee-teachers-iran] 

5. There is no discrimination between Iranian students and foreign nationals in the country. Some $335 million is spent annually on the education of foreign students in Iran, which is equivalent to 527 dollars per student. About 22,000 classrooms nationwide have been allocated to the education of foreign nationals[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/488079/Iran-spends-335m-a-year-on-foreign-students] 

6. Afghan children can enroll in Iranian public schools regardless of their legal status, thanks to a 2015 decree from the Government of Iran. Access to education, especially for young girls, remains one of the primary concerns for people fleeing Afghanistan. More than 600,000 Afghan children enrolled during the 2023/24 school year in Iran[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  https://www.nrc.no/perspectives/2024/a-chance-to-study-for-afghan-girls-in-iran/] 

7. The refugee children can access education despite their displacement given the country’s refugee inclusive education policy. This policy, one of the most progressive in the world, gives hundreds of thousands of refugee children equal access to the national education system as their Iranian peers. However, the increase in the Afghan refugee population in Iran since 2021 has put an unprecedented strain on Iran’s generous hosting policies. As a result, the national education system has become overwhelmed, especially in refugee-hosting areas[footnoteRef:6]. [6: https://reliefweb.int/report/iran-islamic-republic/education-away-home-supporting-education-afghan-refugee-children-and-youth-iran-education-brief-november-2023] 

8. Unilateral sanctions hurt all and are particularly harmful to the human rights of women, children and other vulnerable groups within the populations of countries targeted by the sanctions. Besides women and children, these groups include indigenous people, people with disabilities, refugees, internally displaced persons, migrants, people living in poverty, the elderly, people affected by severe diseases and others who confront particular challenges in society[footnoteRef:7]. Refugee children in Iran are one of the most important victims of sanctions. [7: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2021/12/unilateral-sanctions-hurt-all-especially-women-children-and-other-vulnerable] 

Recommendations
· Improve access to equitable, safe and inclusive education for Afghan refugees and their Iranian host communities, with a particular emphasis on education for girls.
· Develop cooperation with the international and regional mechanisms, including institutions, to exchange experiences and good practices on Providing services to refugees
· Continue efforts to confront the negative impacts of unilateral coercive measures on the human rights of the refugees  in Iran for them to overcome the obstacles resulting from such measures
· Enhance the quality of education opportunities available through the development of a safe and protective learning environment that improves overall learning outcomes and enhances resilience, with an emphasis on life-long learning.
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