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Committee on the Rights of the Child – 99th session
Opening of the session, 12 May 2025

UNICEF statement

Dear Committee members, dear colleagues, 

Many thanks for this opportunity to address you today on UNICEF’s behalf and to share updates of some of our recent work of most relevance to the Committee. As always, I am pleased to see all of you today. 

At the outset, we first would like to acknowledge the contribution of the outgoing Bureau and commend its work over the past years. We look forward to enjoying the same fruitful cooperation with the incoming Chair and Bureau that will be elected today. We also wish to welcome the new members and assure them of UNICEF’s support in the years to come. 

Yet again, and perhaps more than ever, we are meeting at a time of great constraint for the international human rights system. 

In this context, we very much regret the cancellation of the pre-session that was scheduled at the end of the month, a key moment in the reporting process and a unique opportunity to hear from children and civil society about the realities faced by children in the countries concerned. We are committed to finding an alternative method of engagement so that reviews can still proceed and look forward to hearing from the Committee with respect to the possible solutions that we have discussed with the current Bureau, the Secretariat and Child Right Connect. 

We also regret the postponement of our CRC/UNICEF/OHCHR Biennial meeting due to budgetary restrictions, and hope to be able to reschedule soon. 

Meanwhile, as we know, armed conflicts, climate change, poverty, violence and inequalities, among other trends, continue to deprive millions of children of their rights. And the mere recognition that children have rights continues to be challenged in all parts of the world, and in intergovernmental fora including the Human Rights Council here in Geneva. 

At the last session of the Council in March, we continued to witness – and to try and counter – a normative pushback against child rights and against gender equality seeking to deny children’s status as rights holders independently from their parents or guardians.

While the Council’s session dedicated much attention to children – including in the high-level segment, the Annual full day meeting on the Rights of the Child, interactive dialogues, side events and through joint statements –- the majority of delegations and experts focused their interventions exclusively on children’s vulnerability and their right to protection, and only a few sought to also highlight children’s agency, empowerment and participation as required by a comprehensive rights-based approach. This was particularly evident in negotiations over a resolution on human rights defenders, during which there was much resistance to recognizing the specific contributions of child human rights defenders. 

Now is obviously a time of great challenge for children’s rights, but also a time for standing strong and united in defense of our respective mandates and collective commitment under the CRC. 

You can count on UNICEF to continue to support your work as required in the CRC itself. 

This includes our continuing support for the development of GC27 on children’s right to access to justice and to an effective remedy. As already mentioned in January, in the first round of consultations last year, UNICEF organized child-focused consultations with 6,035 children – out of the 7,215 children consulted – in all parts of the world, as well as 56 other consultations with adults and children alike. 
 
This year, we have provided funding and worked with Child Rights Connect in developing a child-friendly version of the draft, and guidance for another round of consultations with children. 

And last month, in partnership with Namati and the Grassroot Justice Network, we organized two online consultation meetings on GC27 with 100 grassroot justice defenders from Asia and Africa, in the presence of members of the CRC working group. In these discussions, participants emphasized the need for GC27 to explicitly recognize the critical role of grassroots justice defenders, especially in fragile, rural, or underserved areas. These community-based actors often act as the primary bridge between children and accountability mechanisms where formal institutions are inaccessible or weak. Their recommendations have been shared with the CRC working group and the UNICEF consultant supporting them. A similar consultation for Latin America will take place on 16 June and interested members of the Committee are invited to join. 

In these first months of the year, we have also continued to work on the development of the child rights training course for UNICEF staff that is scheduled to be launched in September; the updating of the UNICEF Implementation Handbook (that for those of you not familiar provides an article by article analysis of the Committee’s jurisprudence with the aim to guide CRC implementation); and on guidance for child participation in the CRC reporting process. We also hold a webinar on child participation in the reporting process together with Child Rights Connect, to inform and support the UNICEF offices in the countries scheduled for the next pre-session.   

For more information on UNICEF’s results more generally, I would be pleased to share the 2024 UNICEF Annual Report that will be out soon. 

Finally, later in the year, we will start to develop guidance on general measures of implementation (GMI), following the online guidance on children’s rights legislative reform, prepared with the University of Leiden and launched last year. We will first look at comprehensive national strategies and national coordination mechanisms as per the Committee’s General Comment 5, and will be guided by the Committee’s jurisprudence, as well as the experience of our country offices. We will be happy to keep you informed, and to involve you in this work. 

We wish you all a productive session and look forward to interacting closely in the coming weeks. 

Thank you. 
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