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Madam High Commissioner,
Chair,
Distinguished Committee Members,
I thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you at the opening of the 22nd session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities notwithstanding your very busy schedule. 
My address aims at updating you on the follow-up given to the suggestions you made during our last meeting on the 1st of April 2019 and informing you on some activities since then.
As promised, I brought to the attention of the Task Force, during its meeting on 24 April 2019, your views on specific points such as the Accessibility Center, the insufficient number of toilets not separated by sex for persons with disabilities, the precision of the captioning services and procurement. The Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, the Director of Conference Management at the United Nations Office in Geneva and the architects in charge of the Strategic Heritage Plan for the renovation of Palais des Nations actively participated in the meeting and heard your concerns. 
Regarding the Accessibility Center and the importance of not simply reproducing the same model of the accessibility centres in New York and Bangkok, I would like to inform you that there is indeed an increasing interest in establishing a virtual accessibility centre, rather than a physical one, adequately staffed, whereby each person with disabilities coming to the Palais des Nations would receive assistance and services tailored to their specific requirements.
The architects in charge of the Strategic Heritage Plan took note of the insufficient number of toilettes available to persons with disabilities and the importance that they be separated by sex.
As far as captioning is concerned, UNOG is currently trying to identify providers of captioning services to cover as many meetings of the Human Rights Council as possible. UNOG is also working with the World Intellectual Property Organization on a long-term project for automatic multilingual transcripts of meetings. In a first phase, the transcripts will be provided shortly after the meetings, but eventually we hope the project can lead to automatic captioning.
As you are aware, indicator number 8 of the recently approved United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy concerns procurement. All United Nations Departments are accountable to ensure that relevant goods and services are accessible or do not create new barriers and that the procurement process itself is accessible. In my capacity as Chair of the Human Rights Council Task Force on accessibility, I will make sure to explicitly ask for the respect of accessibility in procurement for all services provided to the Human Rights Council.
I would like now to give a brief update on the progress made by the Task Force since our last meeting:
· the Task Force successfully advocated for the inclusion in the President’s opening speech of each session of the Human Rights Council a substantive paragraph on accessibility encouraging delegations to upload their statements in accessible formats and to request  accessibility of all panels, mandated by the resolutions that they sponsor, in order to ensure captioning and sign interpretation;
· during its 41st session the Human Rights Council adopted a new resolution on “New and emerging digital technologies and human rights” which mandates an accessible panel and a resolution on “Human rights and climate change” which mandates and accessible panel discussion on the theme “Promoting and protecting the rights of persons with disabilities in the context of climate change” and reports in accessible formats;
· on 15 July 2019 the Intersessional interactive dialogue on ways to enhance the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meetings of the Human Rights Council was made accessible;
· the Secretariat of the Task Force met with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities and representatives of UNOG on Easy-to-Read documents and is exploring the possibility to have the agenda and the programme of work of the Human Rights Council available in Easy-to-Read format; and
· the Secretariat of the Task Force updated, systematically disseminates and analyses a questionnaire on the level of satisfaction of the services provided to persons with disabilities during the session of the Human Rights Council with a view to enhance accessibility.
Turning to the immediate future, I would like to inform you of my intention to meet with Ms Tatiana Valovaya, Director-General of UNOG, to discuss the enhancement of accessibility in the Human Rights council, and by implication, to the Palais de Nations generally. I have no doubt that she will suggest constructive steps that we can take together to achieve substantive and equal accessibility for persons with disabilities. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, I would like to inform you that next meeting of the Human Rights Council Task Force on accessibility for persons with disabilities will take place on Wednesday 4 September, from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm, in room XXII here in Palais des Nations. I understand that it is very difficult for the Committee to send a representative while in session, for this reason I would like to propose that you convey any input you may have to the Secretariat of the Task Force so that it can be shared with the Task Force.
I thank you for your time and attention and look forward to our continuing cooperation.
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