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RELEASE AGING PEOPLE IN PRISON




Date: Monday, June 27, 2016

To: UN Committee on Torture

From: DCRAPP (Release Aging People in Prison)

Re: Shadow Report-Civil Submissions


This is a civil submission shadow report to the UN Committee Against Torture on behalf of African American elderly incarcerated and formerly incarcerated. Currently I work with RAPP (Release Aging People in Prison) as a Research Anthropologist in Residence. It was my research on American imprisonment/containment and confinement and the impact on African American identity over the last 500 years of American history that led me to cross paths with RAPP’s co-founder Mujahid Farid. Who after 33 years in New York prisons was released in 2011, is in fact a formerly aging incarcerated person; and in 2013 co-founded RAPP (Release Aging People in Prison).  In working with DCRAPP (Release Aging People in Prison) in the field through interviews of the formerly incarcerated and listening to their stories I came to the conclusion that aging prisoners dying inside and shortly upon release is a humanitarian crisis. 


Like Glenn Ford a Louisiana African American man released in 2014 after serving 33years for a crime in which was exonerated for only to find out a few months after release he was diagnosed with lung cancer. He died in hospice care on June 29, 2015. Another Washington DC African American man Shahid Ali incarcerated for 50 years in Lorton VA prison and Federal Prison was released in November 2015 to the United Medical Center due to his many illnesses. His diagnosis upon entering the hospital was congestive heart failure, diabetes, dyspnoea, water retention, and while in the hospital his testicles had swelled enormously as well as his legs.  Shahid Ali died in January 2016 in his sleep at the United Medical Center in Washington DC. Then there was Baltimore African American Yusef Rasheed who was released under the Unger Case in 2013 at the age of 72 after doing many decades in the Maryland prison returned to his family, at the end of the same day of his release Yusef Rasheed died. 


Recently MDRAPP received a new member African American Ms. Eraina Pretty incarcerated since 1978 inside Maryland prisons who is on her 37th year. Very distraught and with little hope of ever being release Ms. Pretty wrote then Governor Ehrlich asking for lethal injection to end her time in prison due to the prolonged psychological suffering. MDRAPP is now in the process of trying to get Ms. Pretty released due to her length of time, age, and the fact she did not actually kill the store owner during the robbery and crime for which she is being held. Her boyfriend who actually did the killing was released 30 years ago. Similar to Ms. Pretty’s request for the lethal injection to end her psychological torture of imprisonment was a recent request from Canadian prisoner Frank Van den Bleeken three decades into his life sentence. The Belgian man requested in 2014 an assisted death because in his words to end his “unbearable” psychological suffering, arguing his life behind bars was intolerable.” Recently Louisiana African American formerly incarcerated and Black Panther liberation fighter Albert Woodfox who after being released as the longest person in US history in solitary confinement after 41 years was recently quoted in an interview telling the reporter “sometimes I wish I was back their in solitary confinement “. Mr. Woodfox was referencing like many aging men and women coming out of American prisons after decades are the changing society they must try to re-integrate back into in addition to many family and friends now gone due to their long overly harsh sentences.


There are many elderly men and women, mostly African Americans dying in prisons across the nation wanting to only be release and die a free woman or man. Considering the physical structure prisons which is steel and concrete it ages one 10-15 years beyond their biological age; and the way American prisons are set up as “punishment warehouses” instead of rehabilitation centers explains the intense pressure that affects one physical, emotional, and mental. This is the “punishment paradigm” in which RAPP (Release Aging People in Prison) from historical review frames the African American aging prisoner as an extension of the historical legacy of slavery and explains the historical continuity of imprisonment/confinement and accelerated deaths. 


These very few examples but many more in the American culture of racism white supremacy reveals how the specific group of Descendents of Africans Enslaved in the US as outlined in Vernellia Randall’s 2015 report to the UN as well as her ground breaking book “Dying While Black” reveal the historical continuity of punishing harshly the “black” bodies of women, men, and children. More conclusively it points to the US Constitutional 8th Amendment even while written in 1789 America was still applying “cruel and unusual punishment” to Descendents of Africans Enslaved in the US as well as violating the 14th amendment of “equal protection” under the law. Instead of American system/governance providing “equal protection” under the law according to the 14th amendment the country did the total opposite by an all out attack on the “black” body from slavery’s severe punishments, lynchings, Jim Crown, medical experimentation, and to the now mass incarceration/criminalization which is all on the same thread of government sanctioned violence against Descendents of Africans Enslaved in the US over a 500 time period. 


This cultural trajectory ultimately points to Franz Fanon’s great works “The Wretched of the Earth” when psychological assessing Algerian men in his that instead of experiencing a “life cycle” Algerians; people of color were in fact due to a racist infrastructure/system towards the Algerian people were experiencing a “death cycle”. Fanon’s psychological analysis is in many ways applicable and factual for Descendents of Africans Enslaved in the US.  Whether slavery or in prison the effect and outcome on “black” bodies of woman, men, and children are the same; a devastating destructive loss of lives, community, and future.  No nation should have elderly peoples just dying in prison or shortly thereafter we at DCRAPP ask that the UN Committee on Torture take this letter seriously and with urgency to put an end to the “death cycle” of Descendents of Africans Enslaved in the US in 2016 and release aging peoples in prison. 

Best

Tomiko Shine

Lead Organizer/Research Anthropologist in Residence

DCRAPP (Release Aging People in Prison)

rappcampaign.com

