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		Part one
[bookmark: _Toc217312222]			General rules
[bookmark: _Toc217312223]	I.	Sessions
[bookmark: _Toc217312224]		Rule 1
[bookmark: _Toc217312225]		Sessions
	The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women shall hold such sessions as may be required for the effective performance of its functions in accordance with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
[bookmark: _Toc217312226]		Rule 2
[bookmark: _Toc217312227]		Regular sessions
1.	The Committee shall hold such regular sessions each year as shall be authorized by the States Parties to the Convention.
2.	Regular sessions of the Committee shall be convened at dates decided upon by the Committee in consultation with the Secretary‑General of the United Nations, taking into account the calendar of conferences and meetings approved by the General Assembly.
[bookmark: _Toc217312228]		Rule 3
[bookmark: _Toc217312229]		Special sessions
1.	Subject to rule 24 of the present rules, special sessions of the Committee shall be convened by decision of the Committee or at the request of a State Party to the Convention. The Chair of the Committee may also convene special sessions:
	(a)	At the request of a majority of the members of the Committee;
	(b)	At the request of a State Party to the Convention;
	(c)	At the request, informally in the context of technical cooperation, of States Parties or regional organizations.
2.	Special sessions shall be convened as soon as possible at a date fixed by the Chair in consultation with the Secretary‑General and with the Committee. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312230]		Rule 4
[bookmark: _Toc217312231]		Pre‑sessional working group
1.	A pre‑sessional working group, which shall consist of no more than five members of the Committee designated by the Chair in consultation with the Committee at a regular session, and reflecting equitable geographical representation, shall normally be convened prior to each regular session. It may exceptionally be convened remotely, using information and communications technology that complies with the information and systems security‑related policies and standards of the United Nations.
2.	The pre‑sessional working group shall formulate a list of issues and questions on substantive issues arising from reports submitted by States Parties in accordance with article 18 of the Convention and submit that list of issues and questions to the States Parties concerned.
3.	Where a State Party has accepted the simplified reporting procedure, the pre-sessional working group shall formulate a list of issues and questions prior to reporting and submit it to the State Party concerned. The response of the State Party to the list of issues and questions prior to reporting shall constitute its report under article 18 of the Convention.
[bookmark: _Toc217312232]		Rule 5
[bookmark: _Toc217312233]		Place of sessions
1.	Sessions of the Committee shall normally be held at the Headquarters or the other offices of the United Nations. Another venue for a session may be proposed by the Committee in consultation with the Secretary‑General. 
2.	The Committee may exceptionally hold sessions or parts thereof remotely, using information and communications technology that complies with the information and systems security-related policies and standards of the United Nations.
3.	The Secretariat shall be responsible for ensuring full accessibility of sessions of the Committee, including any parts thereof held remotely, in particular to persons with disabilities. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312234]		Rule 6
[bookmark: _Toc217312235]		Notification of opening date of sessions
	The Secretary‑General shall notify the members of the Committee of the date, duration and place of the first meeting of each session. Such notification shall be sent, in the case of a regular session, at least six weeks in advance.
[bookmark: _Toc217312236]	II.	Agenda
[bookmark: _Toc217312237]		Rule 7
[bookmark: _Toc217312238]		Provisional agenda
	The provisional agenda for each regular or special session shall be prepared by the Secretary‑General in consultation with the Chair of the Committee, in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Convention, and shall include:
	(a)	Any item decided upon by the Committee at a previous session;
	(b)	Any item proposed by the Chair of the Committee;
	(c)	Any item proposed by a member of the Committee;
	(d)	Any item proposed by a State Party to the Convention;
	(e)	Any item proposed by the Secretary‑General relating to the functions of the Secretary-General under the Convention or the present rules of procedure.
[bookmark: _Toc217312239]		Rule 8
[bookmark: _Toc217312240]		Transmission of the provisional agenda
	The provisional agenda and the basic documents relating to each item appearing thereon, the report of the pre‑sessional working group, the reports of States Parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention and the responses by States Parties to issues raised by the pre‑sessional working group shall be prepared by the Secretary‑General, who shall endeavour to have the documents transmitted to the members of the Committee at least six weeks prior to the opening of the session.
[bookmark: _Toc217312241]		Rule 9
[bookmark: _Toc217312242]		Adoption of the agenda
	The first item on the provisional agenda for any session shall be the adoption of the agenda.
[bookmark: _Toc217312243]		Rule 10
[bookmark: _Toc217312244]		Revision of the agenda
	During a session, the Committee may amend the agenda and may, as appropriate, delete or defer items by the decision of a majority of the members present and voting. Additional items of an urgent nature may be included in the agenda by the decision of a majority of the members.
[bookmark: _Toc217312245]	III.	Members of the Committee
[bookmark: _Toc217312246]		Rule 11
[bookmark: _Toc217312247]		Members of the Committee
	Members of the Committee may not be represented by alternates.
[bookmark: _Toc217312248]		Rule 12
[bookmark: _Toc217312249]		Term of office
	The term of office of members:
	(a)	Shall begin on 1 January the year after their election at the meeting of States Parties and shall end on 31 December four years later;
	(b)	Shall begin on the date of approval by the Committee, if appointed to fill a casual vacancy, and shall end on the date of expiration of the term of office of the member or members being replaced.
[bookmark: _Toc217312250]		Rule 13
[bookmark: _Toc217312251]		Casual vacancies
1.	A casual vacancy may occur as a result of the death or resignation of a member of the Committee or the inability of a member to perform her or his functions as a member of the Committee. The Chair shall immediately notify the Secretary-General, who shall inform the State Party of the member so that action may be taken in accordance with article 17 (7) of the Convention.
2.	Notification of the resignation of a member of the Committee shall be in writing to the Chair or to the Secretary-General, and action shall be taken in accordance with article 17 (7) of the Convention only after such notification has been received.
3.	A member who is unable to attend meetings of the Committee shall inform the Secretary‑General as early as possible and, if this inability is likely to be extended, the member should resign.
4.	When a member of the Committee is consistently unable to carry out her or his functions for any cause other than absence of a temporary nature, the Chair shall draw her or his attention to paragraph 3 of the present rule.
5.	Where a member of the Committee has paragraph 4 of the present rule drawn to her or his attention and does not resign in accordance with that rule, the Chair shall notify the Secretary‑General, who shall then inform the State Party of the member to enable action to be taken in accordance with article 17 (7) of the Convention.
[bookmark: _Toc217312252]		Rule 14
[bookmark: _Toc217312253]		Filling casual vacancies
1.	When a casual vacancy, under article 17 (7) of the Convention, occurs in the Committee, the Secretary-General shall immediately request the State Party that had nominated the expert who has ceased to function as a member of the Committee to appoint, within a period of two months, another expert from among its nationals to serve for the remainder of the predecessor’s term.
2.	The name and curriculum vitae of the expert so appointed shall be transmitted by the Secretary-General to the Committee for approval. Upon approval of the expert by the Committee, the Secretary-General shall notify the States Parties to the Convention of the name of the member of the Committee filling the casual vacancy.
[bookmark: _Toc217312254]		Rule 15
[bookmark: _Toc217312255]		Solemn declaration
1.	Upon assuming their duties, members of the Committee shall make the following solemn declaration in open Committee:
	“I solemnly declare that I shall perform my duties and exercise powers as a member of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women honourably, faithfully, impartially and conscientiously.”
2.	In exceptional circumstances that do not allow for the solemn declaration of newly elected members to be made in person, such declaration may be made remotely, using information and communications technology that complies with the information and systems security-related policies and standards of the United Nations. The solemn declaration shall be made at the opening meeting of the Committee’s session, which shall be public and webcast. The declaration shall also be made in writing, which the Secretariat shall post on the web page of the Committee. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312256]		Rule 16
[bookmark: _Toc217312257]		Independence and impartiality of members of the Committee
	The guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies (the Addis Ababa guidelines), endorsed by the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies at their twenty-fourth meeting,[footnoteRef:1] form an integral part of the present rules of procedure. [1: 		A/67/222 and A/67/222/Corr.1, annex I.] 

[bookmark: _Toc217312258]	IV.		Officers
[bookmark: _Toc217312259]		Rule 17
[bookmark: _Toc217312260]		Elections
	The Committee shall elect from among its members a Chair, three Vice‑Chairs and a Rapporteur, with due regard to equitable geographical representation.
[bookmark: _Toc217312261]		Rule 18
[bookmark: _Toc217312262]		Term of office
	The officers of the Committee shall be elected for a term of two years and shall be eligible for re-election, provided that the principle of rotation is upheld. None of them, however, may hold office if she or he ceases to be a member of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc217312263]		Rule 19
[bookmark: _Toc217312264]		Functions of the Chair
1.	The Chair shall perform the functions conferred upon her or him by the present rules of procedure and the decisions of the Committee.
2.	In the exercise of those functions, the Chair shall remain under the authority of the Committee.
3.	The Chair shall represent the Committee at United Nations meetings in which the Committee is officially invited to participate. If the Chair is unable to represent the Committee at such a meeting, she or he may designate another officer of the Committee or, if no officer is available, another member of the Committee to attend on her or his behalf.
[bookmark: _Toc217312265]		Rule 20
[bookmark: _Toc217312266]		Absence of the Chair at meetings of the Committee
1.	If the Chair is unable to be present at a meeting or any part thereof, she or he shall designate one of the Vice-Chairs to act in her or his place.
2.	In the absence of such a designation, the Vice-Chair to preside shall be chosen according to the names of the Vice-Chairs as they appear in English alphabetical order.
3.	A Vice-Chair acting as Chair shall have the same powers and duties as the Chair.
[bookmark: _Toc217312267]		Rule 21
[bookmark: _Toc217312268]		Replacement of officers
	If any of the officers of the Committee ceases to serve or declares her or his inability to continue serving as a member of the Committee or for any reason is no longer able to act as an officer, a new officer from the same region shall be elected for the unexpired term of her or his predecessor.
[bookmark: _Toc217312269]	V.	Secretariat
[bookmark: _Toc217312270]		Rule 22
[bookmark: _Toc217312271]		Duties of the Secretary-General
1.	At the request or by decision of the Committee and approval by the General Assembly:
	(a)	The secretariat of the Committee and of such subsidiary bodies established by the Committee and adequately resourced shall be provided by the Secretary-General;
	(b)	The Secretary-General shall provide the Committee with the necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of its functions under the Convention within existing resources;
	(c)	The Secretary-General shall be responsible for all arrangements necessary for meetings of the Committee, working groups under the Optional Protocol to the Convention and the pre-sessional working group.
2.	The Secretary-General shall be responsible for informing the members of the Committee without delay of any questions that may be brought before it for consideration or of any other developments that may be of relevance to the Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc217312272]		Rule 23
[bookmark: _Toc217312273]		Statements
	The Secretary-General or her or his representative shall be present at all meetings of the Committee and may make oral or written statements at such meetings or at meetings of subsidiary bodies of the Committee. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312274]		Rule 24
[bookmark: _Toc217312275]		Financial implications
	Before any proposal that involves expenditure is approved by the Committee or by any of its subsidiary bodies, the Secretary-General shall prepare and circulate to the members of the Committee or subsidiary body, as early as possible, an estimate of the cost involved in the proposal. It shall be the duty of the Chair to draw the attention of members to this estimate and to invite discussion on it when the proposal is considered by the Committee or subsidiary body. Where relevant, the implementation of a decision that involves expenditure shall be subject to the approval by the General Assembly of the Secretary-General’s statement of programme budget implications.
[bookmark: _Toc217312276]	VI.	Languages
[bookmark: _Toc217312277]		Rule 25
[bookmark: _Toc217312278]		Official and working languages
1.	Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official languages of the Committee.
2.	English and French shall be the working languages of the Committee. In addition, the Committee shall choose a third working language from the official languages to reflect its composition at any given time. The Committee shall, where necessary to facilitate communication among the members, choose a fourth working language, which shall be subject to review every two years, following the election of members of the Committee, on the basis of the composition of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc217312279]		Rule 26
[bookmark: _Toc217312280]		Interpretation
1.	Statements made by representatives of States Parties in any of the official languages shall be interpreted into the working languages.
2.	Any such speaker addressing the Committee and using a language other than one of the official languages shall normally provide for interpretation into one of the working languages. Interpretation into the other working languages by interpreters of the Secretariat shall be based upon the interpretation given in the first working language.
[bookmark: _Toc217312281]		Rule 27
[bookmark: _Toc217312282]		Language of documents
1.	All official documents of the Committee shall be issued in the working language of the Committee. Where the document relates to a State Party whose official language is an official language of the Committee, the document shall also be issued in that official language.
2.	All formal decisions of the Committee shall be made available in the official languages.
[bookmark: _Toc217312283]	VII.	Records
[bookmark: _Toc217312284]		Rule 28
[bookmark: _Toc217312285]		Records
1.	The Secretary-General shall provide the Committee with summary records of its proceedings, which shall be made available to the members.
2.	Summary records are subject to correction, to be submitted to the Secretariat by participants in the meetings in the language in which the summary record is issued. Corrections to the records of the meetings shall be consolidated in a single corrigendum to be issued after the conclusion of the relevant session.
3.	The summary records of public meetings shall be documents for general distribution unless, in exceptional circumstances, the Committee decides otherwise.
4.	Sound recordings of meetings of the Committee shall be made and kept in accordance with the usual practice of the United Nations.
[bookmark: _Toc217312286]	VIII.	Conduct of business
[bookmark: _Toc217312287]		Rule 29
[bookmark: _Toc217312288]		Public and private meetings
1.	The meetings of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies shall be held in public and webcast live unless the Committee decides otherwise. When the Committee needs to hold a session or part thereof remotely, in accordance with rule 5 of the present rules, public meetings shall be webcast live. 
2.	Meetings at which the Committee discusses its concluding observations on the reports of States Parties, as well as meetings of the pre-sessional working group and other working groups, shall be closed unless the Committee decides otherwise. 
3.	No person or body shall, without the permission of the Committee, film or otherwise record the proceedings of the Committee. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312289]		Rule 30
[bookmark: _Toc217312290]		Quorum
1.	Twelve members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.
2.	In exceptional circumstances, subject to the conditions stipulated in rule 5 (2) of the present rules, and without prejudice to the terms and conditions concerning emoluments from United Nations resources decided by the General Assembly, members of the Committee may participate remotely in its meetings when such participation is necessary to ensure a quorum.
[bookmark: _Toc217312291]		Rule 31
[bookmark: _Toc217312292]		Powers of the Chair
1.	The Chair shall declare the opening and closing of each meeting of the Committee, direct the discussion, ensure observance of the present rules, accord the right to speak, put questions to the vote and announce decisions.
2.	The Chair, subject to the present rules, shall have control over the proceedings of the Committee and over the maintenance of order at its meetings.
3.	The Chair may, in the course of the discussion of an item, including the consideration of reports submitted by States Parties under article 18 of the Convention, propose to the Committee the limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the number of times each speaker may speak on any question and the closure of the list of speakers.
4.	The Chair shall rule on points of order. The Chair may also propose adjournment or closure of the debate or adjournment or suspension of a meeting. Debate shall be confined to the question before the Committee, and the Chair may call speakers to order if their remarks are not relevant to the subject under discussion.
5.	During the course of the debate, the Chair may announce the list of speakers and, with the consent of the Committee, declare the list closed.
[bookmark: _Toc217312293]	IX.	Voting
[bookmark: _Toc217312294]		Rule 32
[bookmark: _Toc217312295]		Adoption of decisions
1.	The Committee shall endeavour to reach its decisions by consensus.
2.	If and when all efforts to reach consensus have been exhausted, decisions of the Committee shall be made by a simple majority of the members present and voting.
3.	In exceptional circumstances, the Committee may adopt its decisions remotely:
	a)	If a session or pre-sessional working group is convened remotely, in accordance with rules 5 (2) or 4 (1), respectively; or
	b)	During the intersessional period.
[bookmark: _Toc217312296]		Rule 33
[bookmark: _Toc217312297]		Voting rights
1.	Each member of the Committee shall have one vote.
2.	For the purpose of the present rules, “members present and voting” means the members casting an affirmative or negative vote (members who abstain from voting are considered as not voting) and includes members attending the session remotely, should the Committee, owing to exceptional circumstances, hold a session partially or fully remotely.
[bookmark: _Toc217312298]		Rule 34
[bookmark: _Toc217312299]		Equally divided votes
	If a vote is equally divided on a matter other than an election, the proposal shall be regarded as having been rejected.
[bookmark: _Toc217312300]		Rule 35
[bookmark: _Toc217312301]		Method of voting
1.	Subject to rule 40 of the present rules, the Committee shall normally vote by show of hands, except that any member may request a secret ballot vote or a roll call, which shall then be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names of the members of the Committee, beginning with the member whose name is drawn by lot by the Chair.
2.	The vote of each member participating in any roll call shall be inserted in the record.
3. 	In accordance with rule 32 (3) of the present rules, the Committee may vote remotely by show of hands or roll call. The vote of each member remotely participating in any roll call shall be inserted in the record.
[bookmark: _Toc217312302]		Rule 36
[bookmark: _Toc217312303]		Conduct during voting and explanation of votes
	After voting has commenced, it shall not be interrupted unless a member raises a point of order in connection with the actual conduct of the voting. Brief statements by members consisting solely of explanations of their votes may be permitted by the Chair before the voting has commenced or after the voting has been completed.
[bookmark: _Toc217312304]		Rule 37
[bookmark: _Toc217312305]		Division of proposals
	Parts of a proposal shall be voted upon separately if a member requests that the proposal be divided. Those parts of the proposal that have been approved shall then be put to the vote as a whole; if all operative parts of a proposal have been rejected, the proposal shall be considered to have been rejected as a whole.
[bookmark: _Toc217312306]		Rule 38
[bookmark: _Toc217312307]		Order of voting on amendments
1.	When an amendment to a proposal is moved, the amendment shall be voted upon first. When two or more amendments to a proposal are moved, the Committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in substance from the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest removed therefrom, and so on, until all amendments have been put to the vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted upon.
2.	A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from or revises part of that proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc217312308]		Rule 39
[bookmark: _Toc217312309]		Order of voting on proposals
1.	If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the Committee shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order in which they have been submitted.
2.	The Committee may, after each vote on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal.
3.	Any motions requiring that no decision be taken on the substance of such proposals shall, however, be considered as previous questions and shall be put to the vote before those proposals.
[bookmark: _Toc217312310]		Rule 40
[bookmark: _Toc217312311]		Method of elections
	Elections shall be held by secret ballot, unless the Committee decides otherwise in the case of an election to fill a place for which there is only one candidate.
[bookmark: _Toc217312312]		Rule 41
[bookmark: _Toc217312313]		Conduct of elections when only one elective place is to be filled
1.	When only one elective place is to be filled and no candidate obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taken, which shall be restricted to the two candidates who obtained the largest number of votes.
2.	If in the second ballot the votes are equally divided, and a majority is required, the Chair shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots. If a two-thirds majority is required, the balloting shall be continued until one candidate secures two thirds of the votes cast, provided that, after the third inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible member.
3.	If three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots shall be restricted to the two candidates who obtained the greatest number of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, and the following three ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until a member is elected.
[bookmark: _Toc217312314]		Rule 42
[bookmark: _Toc217312315]		Conduct of elections when two or more elective places are to be filled
	When two or more elective places are to be filled at one time under the same conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ballot the majority required shall be elected. If the number of candidates obtaining such majority is less than the number of persons or members to be elected, there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining places, the voting being restricted to the candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes in the previous ballot, to a number not more than twice the places remaining to be filled, provided that, after the third inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible candidates. If three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots shall be restricted to the candidates who obtained the greatest number of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, to a number not more than twice the places remaining to be filled, and the following three ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until all the places have been filled.
[bookmark: _Toc217312316]	X.	Subsidiary bodies
[bookmark: _Toc217312317]		Rule 43
[bookmark: _Toc217312318]		Subsidiary bodies
1.	The Committee may set up ad hoc subsidiary bodies and define their composition and mandates.
2.	Each subsidiary body shall elect its own officers and shall, mutatis mutandis, apply the present rules of procedure.
3.	The Committee may appoint one or more of its members as rapporteurs to perform such duties as mandated by the Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc217312319]	XI.	Annual report of the Committee
[bookmark: _Toc217312320]		Rule 44
[bookmark: _Toc217312321]		Annual report
1.	As provided in article 21 (1) of the Convention, the Committee shall submit to the General Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, an annual report on its activities which shall contain, inter alia, references to its concluding observations on the reports of each State Party, and information relating to its mandate under the Optional Protocol to the Convention.
2.	The Committee may also include in its report suggestions and general recommendations based on the examination of reports and information received from States Parties, together with any comments received from States Parties.
[bookmark: _Toc217312322]	XII.	Distribution of reports and other official documents
[bookmark: _Toc217312323]		Rule 45
[bookmark: _Toc217312324]		Distribution of reports and other official documents
1.	Reports, formal decisions, pre-sessional documents and all other official documents of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies shall be documents for general distribution, unless the Committee decides otherwise.
2.	Reports and additional information submitted by States Parties under article 18 of the Convention shall be documents for general distribution.
[bookmark: _Toc217312325]	XIII.	Participation of specialized agencies and bodies of the United Nations, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions
[bookmark: _Toc217312326]		Rule 46
[bookmark: _Toc217312327]		Participation of specialized agencies and bodies of the United Nations and of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
	The Secretary-General shall notify the specialized agencies and bodies of the United Nations as early as possible of the opening date, duration, place and agenda of each session of the Committee and of the pre-sessional working group.
[bookmark: _Toc217312328]		Rule 47
[bookmark: _Toc217312329]		Specialized agencies
1.	In accordance with article 22 of the Convention, the Committee may invite the specialized agencies to submit reports on the implementation of the Convention in areas falling within the scope of their activities. Any such reports shall be issued as pre-sessional documents.
2.	The specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at meetings of the Committee or of the pre-sessional working group when the implementation of such provisions of the Convention as fall within the scope of their activities is being considered. The Committee may permit representatives of the specialized agencies to make oral or written statements to the Committee or to the pre-sessional working group, and to provide information appropriate and relevant to the Committee’s activities under the Convention.
[bookmark: _Toc217312330]		Rule 48
[bookmark: _Toc217312331]		Intergovernmental organizations and United Nations bodies
	Representatives of intergovernmental organizations and United Nations bodies may be invited by the Committee to make oral or written statements to meetings of the Committee or to the pre-sessional working group, and to provide information or documentation relevant to the Committee’s activities under the Convention.
[bookmark: _Toc217312332]		Rule 49
[bookmark: _Toc217312333]		Non-governmental organizations
	Representatives of non-governmental organizations may be invited by the Committee to make oral or written statements to meetings of the Committee or to the pre-sessional working group, and to provide information or documentation relevant to the Committee’s activities under the Convention. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312334]		Rule 50
[bookmark: _Toc217312335]		National human rights institutions
1. Representatives of national human rights institutions may be invited by the Committee to make oral or written statements at meetings of the Committee or the pre-sessional working group, and to provide information or documentation relevant to the Committee’s activities under the Convention.
2. A national human rights institution accredited by the Subcommittee on Accreditation of the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions with A status may, at its request, make a statement at the beginning of the Committee’s dialogue with the State Party concerned.
[bookmark: _Toc217312336]		Part two
[bookmark: _Toc217312337]		Rules relating to the functions of the Committee
[bookmark: _Toc217312338]	XIV.	Reports of States Parties under article 18 of the Convention
[bookmark: _Toc217312339]		Rule 51
[bookmark: _Toc217312340]		Submission of reports under article 18 of the Convention
1.	The Committee shall examine the progress made in the implementation of the Convention through the consideration of reports submitted by States Parties, through the Secretary‑General, on legislative, judicial, administrative and other measures.
2.	In order to assist States Parties in their reporting tasks, the Committee shall issue general guidelines for the preparation of initial reports and of periodic reports, taking into account the consolidated guidelines, common to all the human rights treaty bodies, for the first part of initial and periodic reports of States Parties.
3.	Taking into account the consolidated guidelines relating to the reports required under United Nations human rights treaties, the Committee may formulate general guidelines as to the form and content of the initial and periodic reports of States Parties required under article 18 of the Convention and shall, through the Secretary-General, inform the States Parties of the Committee’s wishes regarding the form and content of such reports.
4.	A State Party reporting at a session of the Committee may provide additional information prior to the Committee’s consideration of the report, provided that such information reaches the Secretary-General no later than four months prior to the opening date of the session at which the report of the State Party is to be considered.
5.	The Committee may request a State Party to submit a report on an exceptional basis. Such reports shall be limited to those areas on which the State Party has been requested to focus its attention. Except when the Committee requests otherwise, such reports shall not be submitted in substitution for an initial or periodic report. The Committee shall determine the session at which an exceptional report shall be considered.
[bookmark: _Toc217312341]		Rule 52
[bookmark: _Toc217312342]		Failure to submit or late submission of reports
1.	At each session of the Committee, the Secretary-General shall notify the Committee of all cases of non-submission of reports and additional information under rules 51 and 53 of the present rules. In such cases, the Committee may transmit to the State Party concerned, through the Secretary-General, a reminder concerning the submission of the report or the additional information.
2.	If, after the reminder referred to in paragraph 1 of the present rule, the State Party does not submit the report or the additional information sought, the Committee may include a reference to this effect in its annual report to the General Assembly.
3.	The Committee may notify the defaulting State Party, through the Secretary-General, that it intends, on a date specified in the notification, to examine the measures taken by the State Party to protect or give effect to the rights recognized in the Convention in the absence of a report, and adopt concluding observations. Representatives of the States Parties shall be invited to attend the meetings of the Committee at which the State Party will be reviewed.
4.	The Committee may allow States Parties to submit a combined report comprising several overdue reports.
[bookmark: _Toc217312343]		Rule 53
[bookmark: _Toc217312344]		Request for additional information
1.	When considering a report submitted by a State Party under article 18 of the Convention, the Committee, and in particular the pre-sessional working group, shall first determine whether, in accordance with the Committee’s guidelines, the report provides sufficient information.
2.	If, in the opinion of the Committee or of the pre-sessional working group, a report of a State Party does not contain sufficient information, the Committee may request the State Party concerned to furnish the additional information required, indicating the time limit within which the information should be submitted.
3.	Questions or comments forwarded by the pre-sessional working group to the State Party whose report is under consideration and the responses of the State Party thereto shall be circulated to members of the Committee prior to the session at which the report is to be examined.
[bookmark: _Toc217312345]		Rule 54
[bookmark: _Toc217312346]		Examination of reports
1.	At each session, the Committee, based on the list of reports awaiting consideration, shall decide which reports of States Parties it will consider at its subsequent session, bearing in mind the duration of the subsequent session and the criteria of date of submission and geographical balance.
2.	The Committee, through the Secretary-General, shall notify the States Parties as early as possible of the opening date, duration and place of the session at which it intends to examine their respective reports. The States Parties shall be requested to confirm in writing, within a specified time limit, that they are able to present their reports at the session in question.
3.	The Committee at each session shall also establish and circulate to the States Parties concerned a reserve list of reports for consideration at its subsequent session in the event that a State Party invited in accordance with the present rule is unable to present its report. In such a case, the State Party chosen from the reserve list shall be invited by the Committee, through the Secretary-General, to present its report without delay.
4.	Representatives of the States Parties shall be invited to attend the meetings of the Committee at which their reports are to be examined. 
5.	If a State Party fails to respond to an invitation to have a representative attend the meeting of the Committee at which its report is being examined, consideration of the report shall be rescheduled for another session. If, at such a subsequent session, the State Party, after due notification, fails to have a representative present, the Committee may proceed with the examination of the report in the absence of a representative of the State Party.
6.	If the Committee decides to proceed with the examination of the report in the absence of a representative of the State Party, the Committee may, at its discretion, adopt and submit to the State Party provisional concluding observations and indicate a time limit within which the State Party may submit comments. The Committee shall adopt final concluding observations at its following session.
[bookmark: _Toc217312347]		Rule 55
[bookmark: _Toc217312348]		Suggestions and general recommendations
1.	In accordance with article 21 (1) of the Convention, and on the basis of its examination of reports and information received from States Parties, the Committee may make general recommendations addressed to States Parties.
2.	The Committee may make suggestions addressed to other bodies on the basis of its consideration of reports of States Parties.
[bookmark: _Toc217312349]		Rule 56
[bookmark: _Toc217312350]		Concluding observations
1.	The Committee may, after consideration of the report of a State Party, make concluding observations on the report with a view to assisting the State Party in implementing its obligations under the Convention. The Committee may include guidance on the issues on which the next periodic report of the State Party should be focused.
2.	The Committee shall adopt the concluding observations before the closure of the session at which the report of the State Party was considered.
3.	The Committee may, at its discretion, identify a limited number of recommendations contained in its concluding observations and request the State Party to provide, by a specified date, follow-up information on the steps that it has taken to give effect to those recommendations.
[bookmark: _Toc217312351]		Rule 57
[bookmark: _Toc217312352]		Working methods for examining reports
1. The Committee shall establish working groups to consider and suggest ways and means of expediting its work and of implementing its obligations under article 21 of the Convention.
2.	The Committee may also establish, as appropriate, country rapporteurs and country task forces to facilitate the examination of reports of States Parties under article 18 of the Convention.
3.	During the examination of the report of a State Party, the Committee shall organize the meeting as it deems appropriate in order to establish an interactive dialogue between the Committee’s members and the State Party’s representatives.
4.	At the request of a State Party, and if justification is provided, the Committee may decide that some of the State Party’s representatives may participate remotely in the dialogue, subject to the terms and conditions stipulated by the Committee and the United Nations. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312353]		Rule 58
[bookmark: _Toc217312354]		Rapporteur and alternate rapporteur for follow-up to concluding observations
1.	In order to assess the implementation of the Committee’s concluding observations, including the information to be provided by the State Party under rule 56 (3) of the present rules, the Committee may designate a rapporteur and an alternate rapporteur for follow-up to concluding observations.
2.	The rapporteur and alternate rapporteur shall assess the information provided by the State Party, and any other relevant information received, in consultation with the country rapporteur referred to under rule 57 of the present rules, and report at every session to the Committee on their activities. The Committee may set guidelines for such assessment.
[bookmark: _Toc139376384][bookmark: _Toc217312355]		Rule 59
[bookmark: _Toc139376385][bookmark: _Toc217312356]		Obligatory non-participation or non-presence of a member in the consideration of a report
1.	A member shall not take part in the consideration of a report by the Committee or its subsidiary bodies if she or he is a national of the State Party concerned, if she or he is employed by that State or if any other conflict of interest is or may appear to be present. 
2.	Such a member shall not be present during any non-public consultations or meetings between the Committee and national human rights institutions, non-governmental organizations or any other entities referred to in rules 46 to 50 of the present rules, or during the discussion and adoption of concluding observations.
[bookmark: _Toc217312357]	XV.	General recommendations of the Committee
[bookmark: _Toc139376387][bookmark: _Toc217312358]		Rule 60
[bookmark: _Toc139376388][bookmark: _Toc217312359][bookmark: _Hlk216705887]		General recommendations on the Convention
1.	In accordance with article 21 of the Convention, the Committee may prepare and adopt general recommendations on specific articles of or themes relating to the Convention, with a view to promoting its further implementation or assisting States Parties in fulfilling their obligations.
2.	The Committee shall include such general recommendations in its annual report to the General Assembly.
[bookmark: _Toc217312360]	XVI.	General discussion
[bookmark: _Toc217312361]		Rule 61
[bookmark: _Toc217312362]		General discussion
	In order to enhance understanding of the content and implications of the articles of the Convention or to assist in the preparation of general recommendations, the Committee may devote one or more meetings of its regular sessions to a general discussion of specific articles of or themes relating to the Convention.
[bookmark: _Toc217312363]		Part three
[bookmark: _Toc217312364]		Rules of procedure for the Optional Protocol to the Convention
[bookmark: _Toc217312365]	XVII.	Procedures for the consideration of communications received under the Optional Protocol
[bookmark: _Toc217312366]		Rule 62
[bookmark: _Toc217312367]		Transmission of communications to the Committee
1.	The Secretary-General shall bring to the attention of the Committee, in accordance with the present rules, communications that are submitted for consideration by the Committee under article 2 of the Optional Protocol.
2.	The Secretary-General may request clarification from the author of a communication as to whether they wish to have the communication submitted to the Committee for consideration under the Optional Protocol. Where there is doubt as to the wish of the author, the Secretary-General will bring the communication to the attention of the Committee.
3.	No communication shall be received by the Committee if it:
	(a)	Concerns a State that is not party to the Protocol;
	(b)	Is not in writing;
	(c)	Is anonymous.
4.	Communications shall be submitted in one of the official languages of the Committee, preferably the official language of the State Party against which the communication is addressed, when that language is an official language of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc217312368]		Rule 63
[bookmark: _Toc217312369]		List and register of communications
1.	The Secretary-General shall maintain a permanent register of all communications submitted for consideration by the Committee under article 2 of the Optional Protocol.
2.	The Secretary-General shall maintain a list of the communications registered by the Committee, with a brief summary of their contents, and shall make it public while keeping the authors’ names confidential. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312370]		Rule 64
[bookmark: _Toc217312371]		Request for clarification or additional information
1.	The Secretary-General may request clarification from the author of a communication, including:
	(a)	The name, address, date of birth and occupation of the alleged victim and verification of the alleged victim’s identity;
	(b)	The name of the State Party against which the communication is directed;
	(c)	The objective of the communication;
	(d)	The facts of the claim;
	(e)	Steps taken by the author and/or the alleged victim to exhaust domestic remedies;
	(f)	The extent to which the same matter is being or has been examined under another procedure of international investigation or settlement;
	(g)	The provision or provisions of the Convention alleged to have been violated.
2.	When requesting clarification or information, the Secretary-General shall indicate to the author of the communication a time limit within which such information is to be submitted.
3.	The Committee may approve a questionnaire to facilitate requests for clarification or information from the alleged victim and/or the author of a communication.
[bookmark: _Toc217312372]		Rule 65
[bookmark: _Toc217312373]		Inability of a member to take part in the examination of a communication
1.	A member of the Committee shall not take part in the examination of a communication if:
	(a)	The member has any personal interest in the case;
	(b)	The member has participated in the making of any decision on the case covered by the communication in any capacity other than under the procedures applicable under the Optional Protocol;
	(c)	The member is a national of the State Party against which the communication is directed.
2.	Any question that may arise under paragraph 1 of the present rule shall be decided by the Committee without the participation of the member concerned.
[bookmark: _Toc217312374]		Rule 66
[bookmark: _Toc217312375]		Withdrawal of a member
[bookmark: _Toc217312376]	If, for any reason, a member considers that she or he should not take part or continue to take part in the examination of a communication, the member shall inform the Chair of her or his withdrawal.
[bookmark: _Toc217312377]		Rule 67
[bookmark: _Toc217312378]		Working Group on Communications
1.	The Committee shall establish a working group on communications, comprising no more than five of its members proposed by regional groups and mostly with a legal background, to assist it in any manner in which it may decide in relation to its mandate under article 2 of the Optional Protocol.
2.	The Working Group on Communications shall adopt its own working methods on individual communications under the Optional Protocol. Except where expressly provided differently, the present rules of procedure shall apply mutatis mutandis to the Working Group.
[bookmark: _Toc217312379]		Rule 68
[bookmark: _Toc217312380]		Authors of communications
1.	Communications may be submitted by individuals or groups of individuals who claim to be victims of violations of the rights set forth in the Convention, or by their designated representatives, or by others on behalf of alleged victims with their consent.
2.	In cases where the author can justify such action, communications may be submitted on behalf of alleged victims without their consent, pursuant to article 2 of the Optional Protocol.
3.	Any author seeking to submit a communication in accordance with paragraph 2 of the present rule shall provide written reasons justifying such action.
[bookmark: _Toc217312381]		Rule 69
[bookmark: _Toc217312382]		Interim measures
1.	At any time after the receipt of a communication and before a determination on the merits has been reached, the Working Group on Communications, acting on behalf of the Committee, may transmit to the State Party concerned, for its urgent consideration, a request that it take such interim measures as the Committee considers necessary to avoid irreparable damage to the victim of the alleged violation.
2.	The Working Group on Communications may also request the State Party concerned to take such interim measures as the Working Group considers necessary to avoid irreparable damage to the victim of the alleged violation.
3.	When a request for interim measures is made under the present rule, the Working Group on Communications shall forthwith thereafter inform the Committee members of the nature of the request and the communication to which the request relates.
4.	Any request for interim measures made under the present rule shall state that it does not imply a determination of the admissibility or the merits of the communication. However, failure by the State Party to take the measures requested shall be considered incompatible with the obligation to cooperate in good faith with the procedure of individual communications established under the Optional Protocol.
5.	The Working Group on Communications, acting on behalf of the Committee, may withdraw the request for interim measures on the basis of information submitted by the State Party or the author of the communication.
[bookmark: _Toc217312383]		Rule 70
[bookmark: _Toc217312384]		Protection measures and identity protection
1.	Upon receipt of information from the author of the communication, the Working Group on Communications, acting on behalf of the Committee, may request the State Party to take measures to protect the individuals or groups of individuals affected, including the author and the author’s counsel and relatives, who might suffer acts of intimidation or reprisal as a result of the submission of the communication or cooperation with the Committee. The Committee may seek from the State Party written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and describing any action taken in that regard
2.	The Committee may decide to refer cases of acts of intimidation or reprisal to its rapporteur on reprisals for follow-up.
3.	Notwithstanding the requirement under article 3 of the Optional Protocol that communications not be submitted anonymously, the Committee may, in exceptional cases involving a real and imminent threat to the life or health of the author of a communication, refrain from disclosing the author’s identity to the State Party, with a view to balancing due process and victim protection. Such exceptional cases are those entailing two or more of the following factors:
	(a)	Widespread or systematic attacks against women and girls, in violation of international humanitarian law, in conflict situations;
	(b)	Gross violations of human rights law and a grave risk of reprisals in cases of the alleged use of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, including sexual violence, against women and girls;
	(c)	Alleged victims who are children.
[bookmark: _Toc217312385]		Rule 71
[bookmark: _Toc217312386]		Order of communications
1.	Communications shall be dealt with in the order in which they are received by the Secretariat, unless the Committee or the Working Group on Communications, acting on behalf of the Committee, decides otherwise in view of the urgency of the issues raised, regional representation and thematic issues of importance for the Committee’s jurisprudence. Special circumstances may also be taken into consideration.
2.	The Committee may decide to consider two or more communications jointly.
[bookmark: _Toc217312387]		Rule 72
[bookmark: _Toc217312388]		Transmission of registered communications
1.	Unless the Committee decides to declare a communication inadmissible without transmitting it to the State Party concerned, it shall bring the communication confidentially to the attention of the State Party and shall request the State Party to submit a written reply to the communication.
2.	Any request made in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present rule shall include a statement indicating that such a request does not imply that any decision has been reached on the question of admissibility of the communication.
3.	Within six months of receipt of the Committee’s request under the present rule, the State Party shall submit to the Committee written explanations or statements that relate to the admissibility of the communication and its merits, as well as to any remedy that may have been provided in the matter.
4.	The Working Group on Communications, acting on behalf of the Committee, may request written explanations or statements that relate only to the admissibility of a communication but, in such cases, the State Party may nonetheless submit written explanations or statements that relate to both the admissibility and the merits of a communication, provided that such written explanations or statements are submitted within six months of the Committee’s request.
5.	A State Party that has received a request for a written reply in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present rule may submit a request in writing that the communication be rejected as inadmissible, setting out the grounds for such inadmissibility, provided that such a request is submitted to the Committee within two months of the request made under paragraph 1 of the present rule.
6.	If the State Party concerned disputes the contention of the author, in accordance with article 4 (1) of the Optional Protocol, that all available domestic remedies have been exhausted, the State Party shall give details of the remedies available to the alleged victim in the particular circumstances of the case.
7.	Submission by the State Party of a request in accordance with paragraph 5 of the present rule shall not affect the period of six months given to the State Party to submit its written explanations or statements unless the Committee, the Working Group on Communications or a rapporteur decides to extend the time for submission for such a period as the Committee considers appropriate.
8.	The Committee, the Working Group on Communications or a rapporteur may request the State Party or the author of the communication to submit, within fixed time limits, additional written explanations or statements relevant to the issues of the admissibility or merits of a communication.
9.	The Committee, the Working Group on Communications or a rapporteur shall transmit to each party the submissions made by the other party pursuant to the present rule and shall afford each party an opportunity to comment on those submissions within fixed time limits.
[bookmark: _Toc217312389]		Rule 73
[bookmark: _Toc217312390]		Suspension of consideration of communications
1.	At any time during the procedure, the Working Group on Communications may, on behalf of the Committee, decide to suspend the consideration of a communication on the basis of information provided by the parties, including in cases where the friendly settlement procedure may have been initiated at the national level between the parties. Both parties shall be notified immediately of any decision to suspend the consideration of a communication.
2.	The Working Group on Communications may decide to lift such a suspension at any time, in the light of subsequent information provided by the parties. In such cases, it shall inform the parties of the new deadlines to provide observations and comments, as appropriate.
[bookmark: _Toc217312391]		Rule 74
[bookmark: _Toc217312392]		Conditions of admissibility of communications
	With a view to reaching a decision on the admissibility of a communication, the Committee or the Working Group on Communications, shall apply the criteria set forth in articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Optional Protocol.
[bookmark: _Toc217312393]		Rule 75
[bookmark: _Toc217312394]		Inadmissible communications
1.	The Working Group on Communications may declare that a communication is inadmissible under the Optional Protocol, provided that all members eligible to participate so decide. The decision shall be transmitted to the Committee plenary, which may confirm it without formal discussion. Any Committee member may request a plenary discussion to examine the communication and take a decision on its admissibility.
2.	Where the Committee decides that a communication is inadmissible, it shall, as soon as possible, communicate its decision and the reasons for that decision through the Secretary‑General to the author of the communication and to the State Party concerned.
3.	A decision of the Committee declaring a communication inadmissible may be reviewed by the Committee upon receipt of a written request submitted by or on behalf of the author of the communication, containing information indicating that the reasons for inadmissibility no longer apply.
[bookmark: _Toc149130691][bookmark: _Toc149149736][bookmark: _Toc217312395]		Rule 76
[bookmark: _Toc217312396]		Communications declared admissible prior to the submission of the State Party’s observations on the merits
1.	Where the issue of admissibility is decided by the Committee or the Working Group on Communications before the State Party’s written explanations or statements on the merits of the communication are received, in accordance with rule 72 (4) of the present rules, that decision shall be transmitted through the Secretary-General to the State Party concerned and the author of the communication
 2.	The State Party concerned shall, within four months, submit to the Committee written observations on the merits. Such observations shall be transmitted, through the Secretary‑General, to the author of the communication, who may submit any additional written information or observations within two months.
3.	The Committee shall decide on the merits of the communication at a subsequent session on the basis of the information referred to in paragraph 2 of the present rule.
4.	The Committee may revoke its decision that a communication is admissible in the light of information referred to in paragraph 2 of the present rule that relates to new events subsequent to the date of adoption of the decision on admissibility.
[bookmark: _Toc217312397]		Rule 77
[bookmark: _Toc217312398]		Consideration of communications on the merits
1.	Where the parties have submitted information relating both to the admissibility and to the merits of a communication, or where a decision on admissibility has already been taken and the parties have submitted information on the merits of that communication, the Committee shall consider and shall formulate its Views on the communication in the light of all written information made available to it by the author of the communication and the State Party concerned, provided that this information has been transmitted to the other party concerned.
2.	The Committee or the Working Group on Communications may, at any time in the course of the examination, obtain through the Secretary-General any documentation from organizations in the United Nations system or other bodies that may assist in the disposal of the communication, provided that the Committee affords each party an opportunity to comment on such documentation or information within fixed time limits.
3.	The Working Group on Communications shall make recommendations to the Committee on the merits of the communication.
4.	The Committee shall not decide on the merits of the communication without having considered the applicability of all of the admissibility grounds referred to in articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Optional Protocol.
5.	The Secretary-General shall transmit the Views of the Committee, together with any recommendations, to the author of the communication and to the State Party concerned.
[bookmark: _Toc149130695][bookmark: _Toc149149740][bookmark: _Toc217312399]		Rule 78
[bookmark: _Toc217312400]		Individual opinions
	Any member of the Committee who has participated in a decision relating to the admissibility or merits of a communication may request that her or his individual opinion be appended to the Committee’s decision or Views. The Committee may set time limits for the submission of such individual opinions.
[bookmark: _Toc217312401]		Rule 79
[bookmark: _Toc217312402]		Third-party submissions
1. 	The Working Group on Communications, acting on behalf of the Committee, may at any time in the course of the examination of a communication accept submissions from third parties with regard to the communication. If a third-party submission is accepted, the Committee shall afford each party an opportunity to comment on it within fixed time limits.
2.	The Committee shall adopt guidelines on the procedure for third-party submissions.
[bookmark: _Toc217312403]		Rule 80
[bookmark: _Toc217312404]		Oral hearings
1.	In cases raising complex issues of fact or law, the Committee may decide to invite the parties to deliver oral statements, either in person or remotely, through videoconferencing, before the Committee, with the aim of providing additional information and answering questions on the admissibility and/or merits of the communication. Such hearings shall be closed unless the Committee and both parties agree otherwise.
2.	The invitation shall specify a proposed time for the hearing, to be held during an upcoming session of the Committee. Such a hearing shall take place only if both parties accept the invitation and agree to make the arrangements necessary to participate. 
3.	The author of the communication may have legal or other representation during the hearing. 
4.	The Secretary-General shall keep a record of the hearing, and the record shall remain confidential. Participants shall undertake to respect the confidentiality of the hearing and to refrain from recording it or allowing access to it by any person other than the parties and their representatives.
[bookmark: _Toc217312405]		Rule 81
[bookmark: _Toc217312406]		Follow-up to the Views of the Committee
1.	Within six months of the Committee’s adoption of its Views on a communication, the State Party concerned shall submit to the Committee a written response, including any information on any action taken in the light of the Committee’s Views and recommendations.
2.	After the six-month period referred to in paragraph 1 of the present rule, the Committee may invite the State Party concerned to submit further information about any measures that it has taken in response to the Committee’s Views or recommendations.
3.	The Committee may request the State Party to include information on any action taken in response to its Views or recommendations in its subsequent reports under article 18 of the Convention.
4.	The Committee shall designate a rapporteur or working group for follow-up to Views adopted under article 7 of the Optional Protocol for the purposes of ascertaining the measures taken by States Parties to give effect to the Committee’s Views and recommendations.
5.	The rapporteur or working group for follow-up may make such contacts and take such action as may be appropriate for the due performance of their assigned functions and shall make such recommendations for further action by the Committee as may be necessary.
6.	The rapporteur or working group for follow-up shall regularly report to the Committee on follow-up activities.
7.	The Committee shall include information on any follow-up activities in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention.
[bookmark: _Toc217312407]		Rule 82
[bookmark: _Toc217312408]		Friendly settlement
1.	At any time during the consideration of an individual communication, the Committee may decide to make its good offices available to the parties concerned with a view to reaching a friendly settlement of the matter on the basis of respect for the obligations contained in the Convention. 
2.	The friendly settlement procedure shall be conducted on the basis of the consent of the parties.
3.	The Committee may designate one or more of its members to facilitate negotiations between the parties.
4.	The friendly settlement procedure shall be confidential and without prejudice to the parties’ submissions to the Committee. No written or oral communication and no offer or concession made by either party in the framework of the attempt to secure a friendly settlement may be used against the other party in the communication proceedings before the Committee.
5.	The Committee may terminate its facilitation of the friendly settlement procedure if it concludes that the matter is not likely to be resolved or if any of the parties does not consent to the application of the procedure, decides to discontinue the procedure or does not display the requisite good will to reach a friendly settlement based on respect for the obligations set forth in the Convention.
6.	Once both parties have expressly agreed to a friendly settlement, the Committee shall adopt a decision with a statement of the facts and of the solution reached. The decision shall be transmitted to the parties concerned and published in the Committee’s annual report. Prior to adopting the decision, the Committee shall ascertain whether the victim of the alleged violation has consented to the friendly settlement. 
7.	A friendly settlement shall close the Committee’s consideration of the communication under the Convention. If no friendly settlement is reached, the Committee shall continue its consideration of the communication in accordance with the present rules of procedure.
[bookmark: _Toc149130697][bookmark: _Toc149149742][bookmark: _Toc217312409]		Rule 83
[bookmark: _Toc217312410]		Discontinuation of consideration of communications
	The Committee may discontinue its consideration of a communication in certain circumstances, including when the reasons for the submission of the communication have become moot or when the author has lost interest in the communication.
[bookmark: _Toc217312411]		Rule 84
[bookmark: _Toc217312412]		Confidentiality of communications
1.	Communications submitted under the Optional Protocol shall be examined by the Committee, working group or rapporteur in closed meetings.
2.	All working documents prepared by the Secretariat for the Committee, working group or rapporteur, including summaries of communications prepared prior to registration and the list of summaries of communications, shall be confidential unless the Committee decides otherwise.
3.	The Committee, working group or rapporteur shall not make public any communications, submissions or information relating to a communication prior to the date on which its Views are adopted.
4.	The author of a communication or the alleged victim of a violation of the rights set forth in the Convention may request that the names and identifying details of any of the alleged victims not be published.
5.	If the Committee, working group or rapporteur so decides, the names and identifying details of the author of a communication or the alleged victim of a violation of the rights set forth in the Convention shall not be made public by the Committee, the author or the State Party concerned.
6.	The Committee, working group or rapporteur may request the author of a communication or the State Party concerned to keep confidential the whole or part of any submission or information relating to the proceedings.
7.	Subject to paragraphs 5 and 6 of the present rule, nothing in this rule shall affect the right of the author or the State Party concerned to make public any submission or information bearing on the proceedings.
8.	Subject to paragraphs 5 and 6 of the present rule, the Committee’s decisions declaring communications inadmissible and decisions on the merits and discontinuance shall be made public.
9.	The Secretariat shall be responsible for the distribution of the Committee’s final decisions to the author and the State Party concerned.
10.	The Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of the communications examined, of the explanations and statements provided by the States Parties concerned, where appropriate, and of its own suggestions and recommendations.
11.	Unless the Committee decides otherwise, information furnished by the parties in follow‑up to the Committee’s Views and recommendations under article 7 (4) and (5) of the Optional Protocol shall not be confidential. Unless the Committee decides otherwise, decisions of the Committee with regard to follow-up activities shall not be confidential.
[bookmark: _Toc217312413]		Rule 85
[bookmark: _Toc217312414]		Communiqués
	The Committee may issue communiqués, through the Secretary-General, regarding its activities under articles 1 to 7 of the Optional Protocol, for the use of the information media and the general public.
[bookmark: _Toc217312415]	XVIII.	Proceedings under the inquiry procedure of the Optional Protocol
[bookmark: _Toc217312416]		Rule 86
[bookmark: _Toc217312417]		Applicability
	Rules 87 to 105 of the present rules shall not be applied to a State Party that, in accordance with article 10 (1) of the Optional Protocol, at the time of signature or ratification of the Optional Protocol or accession thereto, declared that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee as provided for in article 8 and 9 of the Optional Protocol, unless that State Party has subsequently, in accordance with article 10 (2) of the Optional Protocol, withdrawn its declaration.
[bookmark: _Toc217312418]		Rule 87
[bookmark: _Toc217312419]		Transmission of information to the Committee
	In accordance with the present rules, the Secretary-General shall bring to the attention of the Committee information that is or appears to be submitted for the Committee’s consideration under article 8 (1) of the Optional Protocol.
[bookmark: _Toc217312420]		Rule 88
[bookmark: _Toc217312421]		Compilation of information by the Committee
	Notwithstanding rule 87 of the present rules, the Committee may, on its own initiative, compile information available to it, including from the United Nations bodies, for its consideration under article 8 (1) of the Optional Protocol.
[bookmark: _Toc217312422]		Rule 89
[bookmark: _Toc217312423]		Register of information
	The Secretary-General shall maintain a permanent register of information brought to the attention of the Committee in accordance with rule 87 of the present rules and shall make the information available to any member of the Committee upon request.
[bookmark: _Toc217312424]		Rule 90
[bookmark: _Toc217312425]		Summary of information
	The Secretary-General, when necessary, shall prepare and circulate to members of the Committee a brief summary of the information submitted in accordance with rule 87 of the present rules.
[bookmark: _Toc217312426]		Rule 91
[bookmark: _Toc217312427]		Confidentiality
	Except in compliance with the obligations of the Committee under articles 9 and 12 of the Optional Protocol and rule 104 of the present rules, all documents and proceedings of the Committee relating to the conduct of the inquiry under article 8 of the Optional Protocol shall be confidential.
[bookmark: _Toc217312428]		Rule 92
[bookmark: _Toc217312429]		Meetings related to proceedings under article 8
	Meetings of the Committee during which inquiries under article 8 of the Optional Protocol are considered shall be closed.
[bookmark: _Toc217312430]		Rule 93
[bookmark: _Toc217312431]		Preliminary consideration of information by the Committee
1.	The Committee may, through the Secretary-General, ascertain the reliability of the information and/or the sources of the information brought to its attention under article 8 of the Optional Protocol and may obtain additional relevant information substantiating the facts of the situation.
2.	The Committee shall determine whether the information received or compiled on its own initiative contains reliable information indicating grave or systematic violations of rights set forth in the Convention by the State Party concerned.
[bookmark: _Toc217312432]		Rule 94
[bookmark: _Toc217312433]		Working group on inquiries
	A working group on inquiries, comprising five members of the Committee and representing all regions, shall assist the Committee in any manner in which the Committee may decide in relation to its mandate under article 8 of the Optional Protocol.
[bookmark: _Toc217312434]		Rule 95
[bookmark: _Toc217312435]		Examination of information
1.	If the Committee is satisfied that the information received or compiled on its own initiative is reliable and indicates grave or systematic violations of rights set forth in the Convention by the State Party concerned, the Committee shall invite the State Party, through the Secretary-General, to submit observations with regard to that information within fixed time limits.
2.	The Committee shall take into account any observations that may have been submitted by the State Party concerned, as well as any other relevant information.
3.	The Committee may decide to obtain additional information from the following:
	(a)	Representatives of the State Party concerned;
	(b)	Governmental organizations;
	(c)	National human rights institutions;
	(d)	Non-governmental organizations; 
	(e) 	Academia;
	(f)	Individuals.
4.	The Committee shall decide the form and manner in which such additional information will be obtained.
5.	The Committee may, through the Secretary-General, request any relevant documentation from the United Nations system.
[bookmark: _Toc217312436]		Rule 96
[bookmark: _Toc217312437]		Establishment of an inquiry
1.	Taking into account any observations that may have been submitted by the State Party concerned, as well as other reliable information, the Committee may designate one or more of its members to conduct an inquiry and to make a report within fixed time limits.
2.	An inquiry shall be conducted confidentially and in accordance with any modalities determined by the Committee.
3.	The members designated by the Committee to conduct the inquiry shall determine their own methods of work, taking into account the Convention, the Optional Protocol and the present rules of procedure.
4.	During the period of the inquiry, the Committee may defer the consideration of any report that the State Party concerned may have submitted pursuant to article 18 of the Convention.
[bookmark: _Toc217312438]		Rule 97
[bookmark: _Toc217312439]		Consolidation of inquiry proceedings
1.	Where the Committee has initiated or is considering multiple inquiries concerning the same State Party under article 8 of the Optional Protocol, it may decide to consolidate the proceedings relating to those inquiries for the purposes of efficiency and resource management.
2.	The Committee may consolidate inquiry proceedings when all of the following circumstances apply:
	(a)	It is considering multiple inquiries concerning the same State Party;
	(b)	The timing of the inquiries permits consolidation without prejudice to the examination of any matter;
	(c)	Such consolidation would not unreasonably delay the consideration of any information indicating grave or systematic violations;
	(d)	The State Party concerned has been notified through the Secretary-General and given the opportunity to submit observations on the proposed consolidation.
3.	Where inquiry proceedings are consolidated:
	(a)	A single visit to the territory of the State Party concerned may be conducted covering all matters under examination;
	(b)	The members designated by the Committee shall ensure that each matter is subject to appropriate and distinct consideration;
	(c)	The Committee may prepare a consolidated report of the inquiry containing separate sections, with distinct findings, comments and recommendations, for each matter;
	(d)	The time limits established under rules 95 and 96 shall be adjusted as necessary to accommodate the consolidated proceedings.
4.	The consolidation of inquiry proceedings shall be without prejudice to the right of the State party to submit separate observations on each matter and shall not affect the confidentiality requirements under rule 91.
[bookmark: _Toc217312440]		Rule 98
[bookmark: _Toc217312441]		Cooperation of the State Party concerned
1.	The Committee shall seek the cooperation of the State Party concerned at all stages of an inquiry.
2.	The Committee may request the State Party concerned to nominate a representative to meet with the members designated by the Committee.
3.	The Committee may request the State Party concerned to provide the members designated by the Committee with any information that they or the State Party may consider relates to the inquiry.
[bookmark: _Toc217312442]		Rule 99
[bookmark: _Toc217312443]		Visits
1.	Where the Committee deems it warranted, the inquiry may include a visit to the territory of the State Party concerned.
2.	Where the Committee decides, as a part of its inquiry, that there should be a visit to the State Party concerned, it shall, through the Secretary-General, request the consent of the State Party to such a visit.
3.	The Committee shall inform the State Party concerned of its wishes regarding the timing of the visit and the facilities required to allow the members designated by the Committee to conduct the inquiry to carry out their task.
[bookmark: _Toc217312444]		Rule 100
[bookmark: _Toc217312445]		Hearings
1.	With the consent of the State Party concerned, visits may include hearings to enable the designated members of the Committee to determine facts or issues relevant to the inquiry.
2.	The conditions and guarantees concerning any hearings held in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present rule shall be established by the designated members of the Committee visiting the State Party in connection with an inquiry, and the State Party concerned.
3.	Any person appearing before the designated members of the Committee for the purpose of providing information or giving testimony shall make a solemn declaration as to the veracity of her or his testimony and the confidentiality of the procedure. Where a solemn declaration cannot be made, the designated members shall, taking account of the circumstances, determine the weight to be attached to such information or testimony.
4.	The Committee shall inform the State Party that it must take all appropriate steps to ensure that individuals under its jurisdiction are not subjected to ill-treatment or intimidation as a consequence of participating in any hearings in connection with an inquiry or with meeting the designated members of the Committee conducting the inquiry. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312446]		Rule 101
[bookmark: _Toc217312447]		Remote conduct of inquiry proceedings
1.	The Committee may decide, in exceptional circumstances, to conduct all or part of an inquiry remotely in any of the following cases:
	(a)	Circumstances prevent or render impractical a visit by the designated members to the territory of the State Party concerned;
	(b)	The State party concerned has not consented to a visit pursuant to rule 99 (2), or has withdrawn its consent;
	(c)	Such action would facilitate the timely conduct of the inquiry;
	(d)	The safety or security of persons participating in the inquiry is better ensured through remote proceedings;
	(e)	The Committee considers that the objectives of the inquiry can be effectively achieved remotely.
2.	Where the Committee decides to conduct proceedings remotely, it shall, through the Secretary-General, seek the consent and cooperation of the State Party concerned. The necessary technical facilities shall be ensured to enable secure connection to relevant officials, institutions and individuals, using information and communications technology that complies with the information and systems security-related policies and standards of the United Nations.
3.	Hearings conducted remotely under the present rule shall be subject to the same conditions and guarantees as established in rule 100 for in-person hearings, and shall entail appropriate measures to verify the identity of participants and ensure that they are not subject to coercion. Technical recordings, if made for the purpose of preparing the inquiry report, shall be kept confidential and destroyed upon completion of the inquiry proceedings.
[bookmark: _Toc217312448]		Rule 102
[bookmark: _Toc217312449]		Assistance during the inquiry
1.	In addition to the staff and facilities to be provided by the Secretary-General in connection with the inquiry, including during a visit to the State Party concerned, the designated members of the Committee may, through the Secretary-General, invite interpreters and/or such persons with special competence in the fields covered by the Convention as are deemed necessary by the Committee to provide assistance at all stages of the inquiry.
2.	Where such interpreters or other persons with special competence are not bound by an oath of allegiance to the United Nations, they shall be required to declare solemnly that they will perform their duties honestly, faithfully and impartially, and that they will respect the confidentiality of the proceedings.
[bookmark: _Toc217312450]		Rule 103
[bookmark: _Toc217312451]		Transmission of findings, comments or recommendations
1.	After examining the findings of the designated members submitted in accordance with rule 96 of the present rules, the Committee shall transmit the findings, through the Secretary‑General, to the State Party concerned, together with any comments and recommendations that it may deem appropriate.
2.	The State Party concerned shall submit its observations on the findings, comments and recommendations to the Committee, through the Secretary-General, within six months of receipt.
[bookmark: _Toc217312452]		Rule 104
[bookmark: _Toc217312453]		Adoption of the inquiry report
1.	The Committee shall adopt the full report of the inquiry, setting out the Committee’s findings, comments and recommendations, upon completion of all proceedings related to the conduct of the inquiry, and shall make the report public following the expiry of the period of six months referred to in article 8 (4) of the Optional Protocol.
2.	The Committee shall ask the State Party concerned if it wishes its observations to be made public together with the Committee’s findings, comments and recommendations.
[bookmark: _Toc217312454]		Rule 105
[bookmark: _Toc217312455]		Follow-up action by the State Party
1.	The Committee may, through the Secretary-General, invite a State Party that has been the subject of an inquiry to include in its report under article 18 of the Convention details of any measures taken in response to the Committee’s findings, comments and recommendations.
2.	The Committee may, after the end of the period of six months referred to in 103 (2) of the present rules, invite the State Party concerned, through the Secretary-General, to inform it of any measures taken in response to an inquiry.
3.	The Committee may request the working group on inquiries to assist it in carrying out its duties under the present rule. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312456]		Rule 106
[bookmark: _Toc217312457]		Obligations under article 11 of the Optional Protocol
1.	The Committee shall bring to the attention of the State Party concerned its obligation under article 11 of the Optional Protocol to take appropriate steps to ensure that individuals under its jurisdiction are not subjected to ill-treatment or intimidation as a consequence of communicating with the Committee pursuant to the Optional Protocol.
2.	Where the Committee receives reliable information that a State Party has breached its obligations under article 11, it may invite the State Party concerned to submit written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and describing any action that it is taking to ensure that its obligations under article 11 are fulfilled.
[bookmark: _Toc217312458]	XIX.	Allegations of reprisals, threats and intimidation
[bookmark: _Toc217312459]		Rule 107
[bookmark: _Toc217312460]		Guidelines against intimidation or reprisals
	The Guidelines against Intimidation or Reprisals (San José Guidelines), endorsed by the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies at their twenty-seventh meeting,[footnoteRef:2] form an integral part of the present rules of procedure. [2: 		HRI/MC/2015/6.] 

[bookmark: _Toc217312461]		Rule 108
[bookmark: _Toc217312462]		Rapporteur and alternate rapporteur on reprisals
1.	The Committee shall appoint a rapporteur and an alternate rapporteur on reprisals, in accordance with rule 43 (3), who shall exercise their mandate with due consideration for the San José Guidelines, with a victim-oriented and gender-sensitive approach and in compliance with the principles of “do no harm”, confidentiality and free and informed consent.
2.	The rapporteur and alternate rapporteur on reprisals shall be mandated to review, assess and verify in a timely manner any information received concerning alleged acts of intimidation or reprisal against individuals and groups who cooperate, seek to cooperate or have cooperated with the Committee, and to determine, with the support of the Secretariat and, if possible, in consultation with the Chair of the Committee, the most appropriate course of action.
3.	The rapporteur and alternate rapporteur on reprisals shall be responsible for coordinating the Committee’s activities against intimidation or reprisals, representing the Committee in any related external activities and liaising with the rapporteurs or focal points on reprisals of other treaty bodies and with other relevant stakeholders.
4.	The rapporteur and alternate rapporteur on reprisals shall keep the Committee informed of activities undertaken under their mandate. To this end, they shall update the Committee at least once a year on the activities undertaken. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312463]		Rule 109
[bookmark: _Toc217312464]		Confidentiality of allegations of reprisals, threats and intimidation
	The Committee shall upon request and to the extent possible provide safe and confidential channels of communication for individuals and groups of individuals engaging or seeking to engage with it. All allegations of reprisals, threats and intimidation shall be treated confidentially. Nonetheless, the Committee may, in consultation with the Civic Space Unit of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and with the consent of the individuals concerned, their relatives and/or their representatives whenever possible, decide:
	(a)	To transmit all relevant information to the Secretary-General for inclusion in the annual report of the Secretary-General on cooperation with the United Nations, its representatives and mechanisms in the field of human rights;
	(b)	To make available on its web page correspondence with the State Party concerned or any other information related to a case that it deems appropriate.
[bookmark: _Toc217312465]		Part four
[bookmark: _Toc217312466]		Interpretative rules
[bookmark: _Toc217312467]	XX.	Interpretation and amendments
[bookmark: _Toc217312468]		Rule 110
[bookmark: _Toc217312469]		Headings
	For the purpose of the interpretation of the present rules, the headings, which were inserted for reference purposes only, shall be disregarded.
[bookmark: _Toc217312470]		Rule 111
[bookmark: _Toc217312471]		Amendments
	The present rules may be amended by a decision of the Committee, taken by a two‑thirds majority of the members present and voting and at least 24 hours after the proposal for the amendment has been circulated, provided that the amendment is not inconsistent with the provisions of the Convention. 
[bookmark: _Toc217312472]		Rule 112
[bookmark: _Toc217312473]		Suspension
	Any of the present rules may be suspended by a decision of the Committee, taken by a two‑thirds majority of the members present and voting, provided that such suspension is not inconsistent with the provisions of the Convention and is restricted to the circumstances of the particular situation requiring the suspension. 
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