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Dear participants,

I would like to take this opportunity and welcome all participants of this important event and to thank you for giving me the opportunity to participate in this event.
In order to improve the activities carried out within the framework of prevention of domestic violence, as well as to increase public awareness, a number of events are undertaken and implemented by the Department of Prevention of Juveniles Crime and Domestic Violence of Police of Armenia (hereafter: Department):
         The Law “On prevention of violence in the family, protection of persons having been subjected to violence in the family and restoration of solidarity in the family” (hereafter: Law on Domestic Violence) has been  adopted on  December  13, 2017 by the National Assembly of the RA and entered into force on January 31, 2018.  Since June 30, 2018, the police officers of specialized units have been carrying out the functions assigned to them by the Law. Seminars and training courses were organized for 308 police officers of specialized units before assuming their duties during which the Law on Domestic violence.
[bookmark: _Hlk116423093]        The Article 5 of the Law on Domestic Violence provides for 3 types of protective measures of persons having been subjected to violence: warning, emergency intervention decision, protection decision. Two of the mentioned (warning, emergency intervention order) are the protection measures applied by the police, and one (protective order) is applied by the court.
The police officers of specialized units apply warning, emergency intervention decisions, monitor the fulfilment of the relevant requirements of emergency intervention and protection decisions, and conduct preventive registrations of persons who have committed domestic violence. 
         In each case of receiving information on crimes of violence against women, femicide, as well as crimes against sexual freedom and sexual integrity of the wife committed by the spouse, actions prescribed by the law and legal acts are carried out by the officers of  specialized units of Police. The related materials were prepared, a criminal case was instituted where grounds exist, inquest was conducted by them, then the criminal case is forwarded to preliminary investigation in the manner prescribed by the Criminal Code and Criminal Procedure Code. However, Since July 1, 2022 according to the new Criminal Code and Criminal Procedure Code, the initiation of criminal proceedings is carried out by investigators.
[bookmark: _Hlk116422813]        The data of perpetrator of violence within the family and who is under preventive card registration in specialized units of Police are registered electronically in the Department. In order to carry out a systematic registration of persons who have committed violence in the family, efforts are being made to create a centralized electronic database. 
        In addition, to increase the effectiveness of the successful prevention of domestic violence, the police are currently implementing new electronic monitoring system /electronic bracelets / that will facilitate rapid response to recurrence of violent cases and effectively prevent them. Presently the electronic monitoring systems/ electronic bracelets /are in process of acquisition. Legislative amendments are being made.
         In addition, the Information Centre of  Police of Armenia conducts official statistics on crimes/violence committed against females, crimes against sexual freedom and sexual integrity, as well as violence in the family, which provides an opportunity to study cases of domestic violence, as a result of which appropriate preventive activities are carried out.
         189 cases of domestic violence were investigated during 6 months of 2022, 46 cases of which were instituted criminal cases /9 of which were sent to court and 37 were terminated/, institution of 143 Criminal cases were rejected.
472 cases of domestic violence were investigated in 2021, 101 cases of which were instituted criminal cases /21 of which were sent to court and 80 were terminated/, institutions of 371 Criminal cases were rejected.
540 cases of domestic violence were investigated in 2020, 150 cases of which were instituted criminal cases /39 of which were sent to court and 111- were terminated/, institutions of 390 Criminal cases were rejected.

Training Corses, Discussions, Meetings

Cooperation is being carried out with the Council of Europe, the United Nations Population Fund, the US Embassy in Armenia, UNDP, as well as with the interested structures and a number of local non-governmental organizations that deal with the protection of persons subjected to domestic violence and have shelters. 
	 For the purpose of increasing the professional knowledge of officers of the Department of Prevention of Juvenile Crime and Domestic Violence of the Police of Armenia, enhancing the Police capacities, raising awareness about the protection of the rights of women, in  2021 and during 6 months of 2022 training courses were organised and conducted for 235 police officers during which the high-ranking and experienced officers of Police introduced the amendments and supplements made to various legal acts and laws. 
	For the purpose of raising awareness of the citizens, visits of the expert group led by the head of the Department to Yerevan Municipality and all Marzpetarans of Armenia every year are organised upon the initiative of the Police of Armenia. 
	With a view to raising awareness on the phenomenon of violence against women, as well as domestic violence, the Department of Public Relations and Information (PRI) of  Police prepares and broadcasts thematic videos. 
In order to strengthen capacities in combating and preventing domestic violence, protecting victims of violence, and promoting gender equality the officers of the specialized department regularly participate in a number of meetings, online discussions, as well as programs organized by the media.
	
Trafficking
The Decision "On approving the national plan for organizing the fight against human trafficking and exploitation and the plan's implementation schedule" N 909-L was adopted on June 4, 2020 by the Government  of the RA, which is the 6th National Plan.
	Procedures for identification of and assistance to persons subjected to trafficking or exploitation, their protection are regulated by the Law “On identification of and assistance to persons subjected to trafficking in and exploitation of human beings”, which, among other issues, regulates the relations pertaining to provision of assistance and protection to victims of trafficking. 
Any victim of trafficking has the right to receive assistance and protection as prescribed by the legislation. According to part 1 of Article 27 of the mentioned Law, “Potential victims, victims and special category victims, their legal representatives may be provided with additional security in cases when the existing information and circumstances directly point to the need of that protection”. The Law prescribes types of assistance to victims of trafficking, which include, as a type of assistance, both consulting assistance and legal assistance. The provision of assistance is ensured by the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs  of Armenia, and protection — by the Police  of Armenia.
	On 29 October 2015, the Government  of Armenia adopted Decision No 1356-N "On approving the procedure for providing protection prescribed by the Law  of Armenia "On identification of and assistance to persons subjected to trafficking in and exploitation of human beings" to the potential victims, victims and special category victims of trafficking in and exploitation of human beings and their legal representatives", which regulates the types of protection provided to the potential victims, victims, special category victims of trafficking in and exploitation of human beings and their legal representatives, the grounds for providing protection, as well as relations pertaining to the procedure. 
	On 5 May 2016, the Government  of Armenia adopted Decision of the Government  of Armenia No 492-N “On establishing the procedure for providing assistance prescribed by the Law  of Armenia “On identification of and assistance to persons subjected to trafficking in and exploitation of human beings” to the potential victims, victims and special category victims of trafficking in and exploitation of human beings, and the amount thereof” which regulates the relations pertaining to provision of assistance designated for victims of trafficking in and exploitation of human beings.
	In  2021 and during 6 months of 2022 the Educational Complex of the Police of Armenia has organised and conducted lectures on combating trafficking in and exploitation of human beings for 112 officers holding chief, senior and mid-level positions of the Police.
        During 6 months of 2022 the Educational Complex of the Police of Armenia organized online  international scientific-practical conference on ,,Criminal-legal, Criminological and Criminal-procedural issues of Combat against Human Trafficking’’. The conference was attended by 29 representatives of educational and scientific research institutions from Police of Armenia, the Ministry of Interior of Russia and Uzbekistan.
        In 2021, 10 /2020-6/  cases of trafficking in or exploitation of human beings were recorded, of which 4 were cases of internal labour exploitation, 6 were cases of sexual exploitation / 5 were internal and 1 were external/.
         During 6 months of 2022, 3 /2020-6/ criminal cases of trafficking in or exploitation of human beings were recorded, of which 4 were cases of internal labour exploitation, 6 were cases of sexual exploitation / 5 were internal and 1 were external/.
         	For the purpose of effective fight against trafficking in and exploitation of human beings active cooperation has been carried out with foreign law-enforcement bodies and specialised international organisations. With a view to disclosing cases of trafficking in and exploitation of human beings, as well as detecting the persons who are on the international wanted list upon charges for committing the mentioned crimes, the cooperation with law-enforcement bodies of other countries continues through the National Central Bureau of INTERPOL in Armenia.

                                                                			 	


