Article 7- Children with disabilities: 
Measures taken to prevent the institutionalization of children with disabilities, and the development of inclusive and community-based services for children with disabilities and their families

Institutionalization of children has multiple reasons, one of the main reasons for the institutionalization of children with disabilities is their enrollment in boarding special schools. Therefore, to prevent children with disabilities from institutionalization, 40 inclusive and 137 integrative schools have enrolled children with disabilities in Baku city and the regions to ensure their right to education while living with their families.
Additionally, there are 2 rehabilitation centers under the Ministry of Science and Education - the Mingechevir City Centre for Child and Family Support and the Rehabilitation Centre for Children with Disabilities. Both centers provide social rehabilitation services for children with severe disabilities.
Currently, there are still 8 boarding special schools existing in Azerbaijan, where the number of children reduces each year as they enroll in inclusive and integrative schools in their own communities. However, we are lifting the outstanding legal barriers in the legislation in order to improve the education access of children with disabilities in their own communities. The lack of special education teachers in regions is the main factor hindering the making of appropriate changes in legislation for these children to study in their communities. For this reason, the Ministry of Science and Education is working on establishing special education specialist qualifications in universities engaged in pre-service teacher training in the regions. This initiative aims to ensure qualified specialists are available locally, enabling these children to receive inclusive, quality education while remaining with their families.

Article 24 – Education: 
Measures taken and policies and strategies envisaged to ensure inclusive education at all levels of education 

Azerbaijan Republic implements of the "State Program for the Development of Inclusive Education for Persons with Disabilities in 2018-2024". The main concept of the State Program:
· Improving legislation to ensure the right to inclusive education for persons with disabilities at all levels of education.
· Taking measures to adapt educational institutions and programs to the needs of people with disabilities.
· Training pedagogical staff involved in the education of people with disabilities.
· Establishing a database on persons with disabilities enrolled to inclusive education.
This year is the final year of the implementation of the State Program. The following initiatives were implemented within its framework:
· In the Laws on preschool education, General education, Vocational Education relevant articles have been added to implement inclusive education within these pillars of education. Furthermore, the "Regulation on the Organization of Inclusive Education", approved by government. Main focuses of the approved Regulation on matters related to the implementation of inclusive education in the general education pillar. The regulations are based on the experience gained from implemented inclusive education projects in mainstream schools and international practice. In the next stage, it is envisaged to introduce new measures for the implementation of inclusive education in the preschool education and vocational education pillars.
· In the 40 general education schools where inclusive education was organized, appropriate reconstruction works were carried out in the infrastructure to ensure accessibility for children with disabilities. Additionally, appropriate reconstruction works will be carried out in schools where inclusive education will be organized every year.
· A relevant in-service and pre-service teacher training course on inclusive education has been developed with the support of UNICEF. Additionally, each year, teachers of newly established inclusive schools receive training courses provided by the Azerbaijan Educational Institute under the Ministry of Science and Education. The plan for the next year includes organizing training courses on inclusive education for teachers of kindergartens and vocational schools.
· An electronic database of children with disabilities involved in education has been prepared, and detailed information about 220 children with disabilities enrolled in inclusive education and 11828 children enrolled to other forms of special education facilities is entered into that database by the psychological-medical-pedagogical commissions operating under local education departments. Personal information entered into the database is kept confidential. The information required by the school for the preparation of the individual education plan of the children such as İCF assessment results is provided to the school by the commission.

· Statistics on children with disabilities enrolled in education for the academic year 2023/2024.
509 children with disabilities are enrolled in preschool education institutions, while 31,855 school age children attend general education institutions. Out of the total, 12,044 receive general education through various special education facilities, given the challenges children with disabilities face in studying without specific conditions. Among them, 220 are placed in inclusive classes organized within 40 general education institutions near their place of residence. Additionally, 578 students attend integrated inclusive schools for general education in proximity to their homes, while 7,210 receive education at home. 1,443 are enrolled in special schools for general education near their residential area. Moreover, 647 students attend integrated boarding schools for general education, and 1,946 students attend special boarding schools for general education. Also, 229 children with severe disabilities receive education in two rehabilitation centers operated by the Ministry of Science and Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

