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1.	The Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its forty-sixth session from 4 to 7 February 2020 in Geneva. All five members attended the session: Ms. Gladys Acosta Vargas (Chair), Ms. Nicole Ameline, Ms. Nahla Haidar El Addal, Ms. Dalia Leinarte and Ms. Aruna Devi Narain (Vice-Chair). 
2. 	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted its agenda, as set out in the appendix to the present document. 
3.	The Working Group appointed case rapporteurs for all newly registered communications (Nos. 150/2019 to 155/2020).  
4. 	The Working Group took note of the situation in relation to all communications where the follow-up dialogue is ongoing. It requested the Secretariat to arrange meetings with representatives of the Permanent Missions of Slovakia and Tanzania to the United Nations Office at Geneva to discuss follow-up to views.    
5. 	The Working Group noted that to date, the follow-up dialogue is ongoing in 13 cases decided concerning 10 States parties: Bulgaria (1), Denmark (1), Finland (1), Mexico (1), Republic of Moldova (1), Russian Federation (4), Slovakia (1), Tanzania (1), Timor-Leste (1) and Ukraine (1). 
6. 	The Working Group noted that to date, 155 communications have been registered, of which 46 are pending consideration and 23 are ready for adoption.    
7. 	The Working Group noted that the number of decisions on communications adopted at the recent sessions of the Committee had increased significantly thanks to the voluntary inter-sessional work by the working group and ad-hoc temporary arrangements made by the Secretariat. As a result, five draft recommended decisions were adopted at the forty-fourth session, five draft recommended decisions were adopted at the forty fifth session, and seven draft recommended decisions were adopted at the present session of the Working Group. However, the Working Group remained preoccupied by the fact that the backlog of communications ready for decision remains important and has not decreased. It appreciated the efforts undertaken on an ad-hoc basis by the Petitions and Urgent Actions Section of Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare more draft recommendations. While taking into account the current financial situation of the Organization, the Working Group reiterated its call for the allocation of increased resources on a more sustainable basis to the Petitions and Urgent Actions Section in order to prepare a higher number of draft recommendations for adoption.      
8. The Working Group discussed seven communications and decided, by consensus, to refer them to the Committee for adoption: 
a) No. 108/2016 concerning Denmark;
b) No. 107/2016 concerning North Macedonia; 
c) No. 110/2016 concerning North Macedonia; 
d) No. 111/2017 concerning Finland;
e) No. 117/2017 concerning the Netherlands;
f) No. 119/2017 concerning the Russian Federation;
g) No. 138/2018 concerning Spain.
9. The Working Group also decided to refer to the Committee another recommended decision, in relation to communication No. 105/2016 concerning the Republic of Moldova. One member of the Working Group expressed reservations as to the admissibility of the communication, without however opposing to its referral to the Committee for consideration.
10. The Working Group began its consideration of the draft recommendation in relation to communication No. 120/2017 concerning Spain. However, it decided to postpone the consideration in order to request additional observations from the State party.    
11. The Working Group decided to discontinue its consideration of communication No. 63/2013 concerning Argentina given that the parties had reached a friendly settlement, and communication No. 118/2017 concerning Denmark given that the authors of the communication had obtained residence permits and were no longer at risk of being deported.  
12. The Working Group also discussed issues related to working methods. It discussed its cooperation with the Working Group on Inquiries of the Committee and decided that the Chair of the Working Group shall continue her interaction with the Chair of the Working Group on Inquiries on complaints submitted, the subject matter of which is of relevance to both procedures under the Optional Protocol. 
13. The Working Group also discussed the modalities for third-party interventions. It agreed that if a request for such an intervention is accepted, the Secretariat shall inquire with the authors of the communication concerned whether they wish to be put in contact with the author of the third-party intervention. 
14. The Working Group decided to establish deadlines for the submission of accepted third-party interventions (2 months) and for the comments thereon by the parties to the proceedings before the Committee (one month, in principle) in order to prevent undue delays in the proceedings. 
15. In this context, the Working Group decided to keep the item of third-party interventions on its agenda for further discussion and to refine its working methods in that regard with the aim of ensuring consistency and confidentiality. 
16. The Working Group further discussed the criteria for registration of new communications.    
17. The Working Group considered two requests for third-party interventions in relation to communications No. 149/2019 concerning Spain and No. 129/2018 concerning the Russian Federation. It accepted the first request and rejected the second request. 
18. Taking into account the priority to be given to the consideration of communications with interim measures of protection in place, the chronological order of registration, regional representation, and thematic issues of importance for the Committee’s jurisprudence, the Working Group decided to consider at its forty-seventh session eight draft recommendations in relation to communications No.	114/2017 concerning Hungary; No. 116/2017 concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina; No. 121/2017 concerning the Czech Republic; Nos. 122/2017 and 124/2017 concerning Switzerland; No. 125/2018 concerning Georgia; No. 128/2018 concerning Poland; and No. 141/2019 concerning the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
19. The Working Group decided to continue its efforts to increase the visibility of the jurisprudence of the Committee on individual communications under the Optional Protocol as well as of the jurisprudence of other treaty bodies, in line with its commitment to treaty body harmonisation. It requested the Petitions and Urgent Actions Section to continue seeking the cooperation of the OHCHR Media Section on the matter. Part of the Committee’s webpage should be dedicated to follow-up and best practices in relation to individual communications and recently adopted jurisprudence.  
20.	The Working Group appreciated having received all draft recommendations in the working languages of the Committee ahead of the session, as well as a Note by the Secretariat and other documentation, despite the resource constraints of the Petitions and Urgent Actions Section.   
		Actions taken at the present session:
21.	The Working Group decided, inter alia:
(a)	To refer, for consideration by the Committee, eight recommendations in relation to communications No. 105/2016 concerning Moldova; No. 107/2016 concerning North Macedonia; No. 108/2016 concerning Denmark; No. 110/2016 concerning North Macedonia; No. 111/2017 concerning Finland; No. 117/2017 concerning the Netherlands; No. 119/2017 concerning the Russian Federation; and No. 138/2018 concerning Spain.
[bookmark: _Hlk32177362](b)	To request the Secretariat to prepare eight draft recommendations for the forty-seventh session of the Working Group in relation to communications No. 114/2017 concerning Hungary; No. 116/2017 concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina; No. 121/2017 concerning the Czech Republic; Nos. 122/2017 and 124/2017 concerning Switzerland; No. 125/2018 concerning Georgia; No. 128/2018 concerning Poland, and No. 141/2019 concerning the Unite Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Of these, the Working Group decided to consider intersessionally the draft recommendations in relation to communications Nos. 114/2017, 121/2017, 122/2017 and 124/2017[footnoteRef:2]. [2: 	 		See paragraph 24 above. ] 

(c) To establish deadlines for the submission of accepted third-party interventions (2 months) and for the comments thereon by the parties to the proceedings before the Committee (one month, in principle) in order to prevent undue delays in the proceedings.
(d) To accept the request for a third-party intervention in relation to communication No. 149/2019 concerning Spain and to reject such a request in relation to communication No. 129/2018 concerning the Russian Federation. 
(e) To keep the item of third-party interventions on its agenda for further discussion and to refine its working methods in that regard with the aim of ensuring consistency and confidentiality.
(f) To discontinue its consideration of communications No. 63/2013 concerning Argentina and No. 118/2017 concerning Denmark.
(g) To request the Secretariat to arrange meetings with representatives of the Permanent Missions of Slovakia and Tanzania to the United Nations Office at Geneva to discuss follow-up to views.
(h) To request the Secretariat to publish information on the webpage of the Committee concerning follow-up to views and examples of best practices of States parties regarding the implementation of recommendations contained in views of the Committee on individual communications, as well as information on recent jurisprudence. 
22. The Working Group decided to hold its forty-seventh session from 17 to 19 June 2020 in Geneva. However, it regrets the proximity of its forty-seventh session to the election of eleven members of the Committee on 29 June in New York, given that three members of the Working Group are candidates. The Working Group invites the Committee to find a practical solution, given that a total of ten Committee members are running for re-election.   
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		Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol
46th session (Geneva 4 to 7 February 2020)
Room XVI, Palais des Nations

1. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

2. Review of steps and activities undertaken since the last session



3. New communications registered and appointment of case rapporteurs

4. Update on communications 

5. Update on follow-up to Views 

6. Discussion on working methods

7. Adoption of draft recommendations

8. Adoption of the report of the 46th session of the Working Group
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