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Distinguished Chairperson,
Dear Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is both an honour and a privilege to address the United Nations Human Rights Committee. As the Head of the Delegation of the Republic of North Macedonia, I am pleased to underline the Government’s steadfast commitment to implementing the Committee’s recommendations over the past reporting period.
These recommendations have been integral to our strategic priorities in reforming the legal system, strengthening the rule of law, and advancing democracy in alignment with European standards. Our efforts are rooted in the strong belief that a just and consistent legal framework is the foundation for safeguarding fundamental rights and freedoms protected by international law and guaranteed under our Constitution.
Today, I would like to structure my address in two parts:
The first part relates to the Progress Achieved and consists of a concise overview of key advancements we have made in human rights protection and legal reforms, and;
The second part relates to Future Challenges and presents a candid reflection on the obstacles we face and our roadmap for further progress in the coming period.
Through this approach, I would like to provide a transparent and constructive account of the activities undertaken, marking our successes while remaining fully aware of the work that lies ahead.
In the context of accession to international human rights instruments, I am pleased to inform you that the Republic of North Macedonia has taken the following steps:
· In 2022, we signed the Second Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on Cybercrime on enhanced cooperation and the disclosure of electronic evidence.
· In 2023, we deposited our instrument of ratification of Protocol No. 16 to the European Convention on Human Rights.
· In November 2024, we ratified the Council of Europe Convention on Access to Official Documents (Tromsø Convention).
· On December 12, 2024, we ratified the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products.
Additionally, the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure is in its final parliamentary reading.
In October 2024, North Macedonia was elected a member of the United Nations Human Rights Council for the 2025-2027 term. We remain committed to strengthening the Council’s role in promoting a holistic approach to human rights within the UN system.
Our efforts have been guided by the need to overcome several challenges, particularly in strengthening judicial independence and increasing its efficiency, which we firmly believe will enhance public trust. We have also prioritized measures to reduce child poverty, combat gender-based violence, and implement reforms in education and in the penitentiary system.
In this regard, I would like to underscore North Macedonia’s unwavering commitment to judicial reform, ensuring better access to justice for all citizens and reinforcing confidence in the legal system.
Allow me to take this opportunity to briefly outline some of the key developments and initiatives undertaken during the reporting period.
· We have completed the implementation of the Justice Sector Reform Strategy 2017–2022, which laid the foundation for a more transparent, efficient, and accountable justice system.
· We have recently adopted a Development Strategy for the Justice Sector 2024–2028. This Strategy sets out a clear framework of measures and activities, structured under defined timelines, aimed at further advancing the rule of law and access to justice.
We are also dedicating particular attention to the implementation of several thematic strategies, in areas such as:
· Prevention of corruption and conflicts of interest;
· Modernization of the penitentiary system, with a special focus on staff capacity building;
· Gender equality;
· Protection against all forms of discrimination;
· And promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities.
These efforts reflect our continued commitment to upholding human rights and aligning national policies with international obligations and best practices.
According to the Strategy for Roma Inclusion 2022–2030, dedicated funds have been allocated from the national budget to support the implementation of targeted projects in areas of employment, housing, social inclusion, healthcare, and persons lacking personal documentation.
In parallel, the implementation of the Strategy for Combating Human Trafficking and Illegal Migration (2021–2025) is in the evaluation process.
With respect to the issue of human rights strategic planning, we place particular emphasis on the development of the following key documents:
· The National Action Plan for the Rights of the Child (2025–2029), and
· The Strategy and National Action Plan for the Implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (2026–2033).
Over the past period, notable progress has been made in the legislative sphere. In this context, I would like to highlight several key legislative developments:
· The harmonization of the Criminal Code with the provisions of the Istanbul Convention,
· The adoption of the Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, aligned with the revised European Union Directive,
· The adoption of a new Law on the Media, and
· The Law on the Execution of Sanctions, aimed at enhancing legal clarity and institutional effectiveness.
I would like to underscore that our efforts do not end here. In pursuing our continued commitment to advancing the rule of law and human rights protection, we are actively engaged in drafting amendments to several key legislative instruments, including:
· The Law on the Judicial Council, the Law on the Courts, the Law on the Public Prosecutor’s Office, and the Law on the Council of Public Prosecutors. These reforms are an integral part of the Development Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary, aiming to further strengthen judicial independence, transparency, and accountability.
· The Law on Protected Reporting and Protection of Whistleblowers, which is now revised to ensure full alignment with international standards, particularly with EU Directive 2019/1937;
· The Law on Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest, to reinforce the integrity framework across public institutions; and
· The development of a new Law on Probation. 
In the domain of human rights protection and promotion, we particularly value our ongoing cooperation with international partners. In this regard, inspired by the European Child Guarantee model, the Government has partnered with the UNICEF to identify the most vulnerable groups of children and conduct a comprehensive assessment of existing services and programs aimed at addressing child poverty and social exclusion.
Focused on further advancing child protection, we have enacted the Law on Justice for Children, which represents a significant step towards the full realization of children's rights, in line with relevant European Union directives.
I would also like to highlight the adoption of a Declaration on the Prevention of and Fight against Violent Extremism, which was jointly signed by religious communities and civil society organizations in the country. 
The consistent and effective implementation of reforms in the field of education remains one of our national priorities. In this context, several reform-oriented laws have been adopted, aimed at enhancing accessibility, inclusiveness, and quality of education across all levels. These legislative advancements significantly contribute to the promotion, protection, and realization of fundamental human rights through equitable access to education.
Moreover, it is important to note the introduced obligation to develop and implement desegregation plans for students from vulnerable groups, including children from the Roma community. This obligation underscores our unwavering dedication to fostering inclusive education as a foundational pillar of our broader reform agenda.
As we mark the 25th anniversary of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, I would like to point out that we are actively implementing the second National Action Plan to support the resolution’s goals. Thus, we reaffirm the essential role of women in crisis prevention, conflict resolution, peacebuilding, and the promotion of diverse perspectives in dialogue and decision-making processes.
We have also focused efforts on strengthening institutional capacities for support to and protection of victims of gender-based violence, while intensifying activities aimed at the prevention of discrimination and violence against women and domestic violence.
In support of social and economic security for women engaged in agricultural activities, we introduced a dedicated Program for 2023. In parallel, we have launched a Program for Reintegration of Victims of Violence, which ensures a comprehensive framework for long-term support and recovery.
It is particularly important to note that we have produced a report on the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, reaffirming our alignment with the global legal and policy framework for the advancement of women's equality and rights.
I would like to emphasize that the Republic of North Macedonia remains fully committed to the execution of judgments of the European Court of Human Rights. In December 2024, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe adopted a final resolution confirming the closure of two cases against our country—the Orthodox Ohrid Archdiocese and the Bektashi Community and others—thus acknowledging our efforts in implementing the Court’s decisions in full compliance with international legal obligations.
The fight against corruption and organized crime remains one of our highest national priorities. To that end, we are steadfastly implementing the National Strategy for the Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interests, which sets a comprehensive framework for transparency, accountability, and institutional integrity.
Particularly significant in this context is the functioning of the Interdepartmental Body for Coordination of Anti-Corruption Activities, chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister responsible for good governance policies. This body plays a vital role in fostering inter-institutional cooperation and ensuring the effective implementation of anti-corruption measures across all sectors.
In our efforts to enhance integrity and promote a culture of zero tolerance for corruption in law enforcement, we are currently drafting a new Law on Internal Affairs. A key provision of this legislation is the introduction of mandatory professional integrity checks for all personnel at the Ministry of the Interior, aimed at strengthening ethical standards and institutional accountability.
In addition, we have adopted a Plan for the Prevention of Corruption in the Penitentiary System (2022–2026), as well as a sector-specific Integrity Policy, reflecting our commitment to fostering a transparent and rights-respecting correctional system.
With the aim of supporting professionalization and continuous development of staff at the penitentiary sector, we have established a functional Training and Education Centre, currently staffed with thirty-one certified trainers. The Training Centre plays a pivotal role in building institutional capacity, improving service delivery, and aligning penitentiary practices with European and international standards.
We continue to place particular emphasis on the ongoing reform of penal legislation, with the objective of ensuring full alignment with European Union directives and recommendations of relevant United Nations and Council of Europe bodies. 
In support of freedom of expression, we have taken concrete steps to strengthen criminal-law protection for journalists, thereby reinforcing a safe and enabling environment for independent journalism.
In the field of criminal law, we are prioritizing both the enhancement of the legal framework and the strengthening of institutional capacities to prevent and protect against acts of torture and other forms of ill-treatment. These efforts underscore our alignment with international standards and our dedication to safeguarding human dignity.
Notable progress has also been made in advancing the rights of victims of crime. In this regard, we established the Commission for Monetary Compensation to Victims of Violent Crime, in accordance with the Law on Payment of Monetary Compensation to Victims of Violent Crimes, which was adopted in 2022. This mechanism envisages a crucial form of redress and recognizes the state's responsibility to support victims on their path to recovery.
With a view to ensuring full compliance with our international human rights obligations, we consistently implement recommendations of key monitoring bodies, including the Council of Europe Committee against Torture, GRECO, GREVIO, GRETA, among others. 
The Republic of North Macedonia has demonstrated resilience and determination in addressing complex challenges we continue to face. Nonetheless, we are acutely aware that public expectations, particularly in the field of human rights, rule of law, and governance, are significantly higher than in many other areas. It is therefore our duty, in the period ahead, to intensify our reform efforts and take more decisive, accelerated steps to ensure timely and effective implementation of the planned reform agenda.
The most objective assessment of our progress can be found in assessments made by international institutions. In this regard, we are awaiting the upcoming 2024 European Commission Report, which will reflect the extent of progress made in implementing key reforms.
We remain strongly convinced that fully-fledged membership of the European Union will serve as a powerful catalyst for effective realization, advancement, and sustained protection of human rights in the country. I am pleased to note that, in January 2025, in support of this goal, the Parliament ratified the Agreement on the Instrument for Reforms and Growth, thereby establishing a solid framework for special arrangements to enable European Union support for North Macedonia.
Moreover, the Reform Agenda for the Republic of North Macedonia (2024–2027) was formally approved by the European Commission in April 2024, underscoring our unwavering commitment to the implementation of necessary reforms that are integral to completing our European Union integration journey.
As part of this broader process, I would also like to underline that in February 2024, the Parliament adopted the Structure for Implementation of the Growth Plan for the Western Balkans and the Reform Agenda, thus reflecting a strategic and comprehensive approach to aligning national development priorities with principles and expectations of the European Union.

Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed a great honour to address the esteemed Committee.
The composition of our Delegation reflects not only our professional expertise in the field of human rights, but also the multicultural, multiethnic, and multireligious character of our society. Furthermore, we take pride in the fact that our Delegation is gender-balanced, in line with our national values and international commitments to gender equality.
We approach this dialogue in the spirit of openness and constructive engagement. I am confident that we will be able to respond to your questions thoroughly and transparently, and that our exchange today will contribute to a fruitful and meaningful discussion on the implementation of our human rights obligations.

Thank you for your attention.
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