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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Colleagues and Friends,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the thirty-second session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which will take place from today, 3 March until Friday, 21 March 2025.
I wish to extend a warm welcome to the six new members of the Committee, namely: Mr. Magino CORPORÁN LORENZO [Dominican Republic]; Ms. Mara Cristina GABRILLI [Brazil]; Ms. Natalia GUALA BEATHYATE [Uruguay]; and Mr. Mr. Christopher NWANORO [Nigeria], Ms. Inmaculada PLACENCIA PORRERO [The European Union], and Mr. Hiroshi TAMON [Japan].
I also wish to take this opportunity to congratulate the re-elected members of the Committee, namely: Ms. Gerel DONDOVDORJ [Mongolia]; Mr. Abdelmajid MAKNI [Morocco]; and Mr. Floyd MORRIS [Jamaica]. 
As a result of the election, the composition of the Committee has changed this year to 10 women and 8 men among their members. It is one of the largest female representation in a Treaty Body.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
The 192 ratifications to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities show the commitment of the international community to an inclusive and accessible world. Since your last session, Eritrea ratified the Convention. In addition, Ireland ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention, bringing the States parties to that instrument to one hundred and seven. 

Allow me to brief you on the most important events and developments related to disability rights at the international level since the Committee’s previous session, which ended on 5 September 2024.

In September 2024, the General Assembly adopted the Pact of the Future, the Global Digital Compact and the Declaration on Future Generations. Relevant for persons with disabilities are the following commitments to: 

· Seize on opportunities provided by new and emerging technologies to empower and advance equity for persons with disabilities, including through promoting the availability of assistive technologies.

· Enhance inclusion and eliminate all barriers that hinder young persons with disabilities from attaining and maintaining maximum autonomy, independence and full inclusion and participation in all aspects of life.

· Ensure accessibility for persons with disabilities and disability inclusion at the United Nations to allow their full, meaningful and effective participation and equality in all aspects of the work of the United Nations.

· Increase the availability, accessibility and affordability of digital technology platforms, services, software and educational curricula in diverse languages and formats, as well as accessible user interfaces for persons with disabilities.

· And strengthen efforts to collect, analyse and disseminate relevant, accurate, reliable and disaggregated data for better monitoring and policymaking to accelerate the achievement of the 2030 Agenda, while respecting privacy and data protection. 

Most relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council

On 17 December 2024, the General Assembly adopted resolution 79/149, on “Inclusive development for and with persons with disabilities”. The Assembly urged Member States, United Nations agencies and other stakeholders, in cooperation with women and girls with disabilities, including through their representative organizations, to design and implement policies and programmes to fulfil the rights of women and girls with disabilities, and to ensure that the implementation of the 2030 Agenda is inclusive of and accessible to women and girls with disabilities. Likewise, it called Member States to mainstream the rights, participation, perspectives and needs of persons with disabilities into disaster risk reduction and response, recognizing the need for their inclusion in and contribution to disaster preparedness, emergency response, recovery, rehabilitation, reconstruction and the transition from relief to development. 

The Human Rights Council, during its fifty-seventh session, held from 9 September to 11 October 2024 adopted several resolutions relevant to the rights of persons with disabilities. As a way of example: Resolution 57/2 on National human rights institutions  encourages all States parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to consider designating or including national human rights institutions as part of one or more independent monitoring mechanisms, as appropriate, to promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the Convention, taking into account the Paris Principles, consistent with article 33 (2) of the Convention; Resolution 57/16 on Promoting accessibility for the full enjoyment of all human rights by all invited the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to continue to provide technical assistance and capacity-building support to States upon their request in developing and implementing policies and programmes on accessibility, and Resolution 57/18. Elimination of domestic violence called states to take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social, educational and other measures to protect persons with disabilities, both within and outside the home, from all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse, and to ensure that all facilities and programmes designed to serve persons with disabilities are effectively monitored by independent authorities.

[bookmark: _Hlk127181551]The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights continued its work on the topic of human rights-based care and support systems. In January 2025, it published a report on the rights of persons with disabilities and digital technologies and devices, including assistive technologies. The report builds on the report published last year, which provided a comprehensive framework of support and care systems and highlights good practices for their establishment. It addresses assistive technologies and digital technologies and examines each from a human rights perspective, emphasizing their roles in enhancing the independence and autonomy of persons with disabilities and their importance as essential components of rights-based support and care systems.

In February, the Office published a report on the human rights dimension of care and support. The report analyses international human rights standards related to care and support, highlights promising practices and challenges, and provides recommendations for promoting human rights in care and support systems.



Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
I would like to turn to some important upcoming developments related to disability rights. 
On 3-4 April, in Berlin, Germany, the Global Disability Summit will gather governments, multilateral agencies, the private sector, academia and civil society organizations, organizations of persons with disabilities, and foundations around the topic of invigorate global efforts to realize disability inclusion. 
The 17th session of the Conference of States Parties (COSP) to the Convention will take place in New York from 11 to 13 June 2025, under the theme “Rethinking disability inclusion in the current international juncture and ahead of the Summit of the Future”. The Conference will focus on three areas. First, “International cooperation to promote technology innovations”; second, “Persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies”, and third, “Promoting the rights of persons with disabilities to decent work and sustainable livelihood”. 
During the current fifty-eighth session of the Human Rights Council, which runs from 24 February to 4 April 2025, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, Ms. Heba Hagrass, will introduce her report on “Thirty years of implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action: its potential for women and girls with disabilities. The Special Rapporteur has also made a call for submissions until 30 April, on the topic “Care and support for children with disabilities within the family environment and its gendered dimensions”.

Madam Chair, 
Distinguished members,
The Office of the High Commissioner continues its work to support the strengthening of the treaty bodies 
Last year has been particularly challenging. In addition to the chronic resource constraints, the liquidity crisis has hampered and continues to hamper the planning and implementation of your work - a point that the Chairs communicated forcefully during their meetings with Member States and other interlocutors in New York. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to ensure that this Committee and other treaty bodies can implement their mandates, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. Nevertheless, all indications point to a continuation of the difficult liquidity situation for the foreseeable future.   
 The treaty body strengthening process remains active. It has reached a key moment, with the adoption in December of last year of the biennial resolution on the treaty body system by the General Assembly. The Resolution invites the Treaty Bodies and the Office to continue to work on coordination and predictability in the reporting process with the aim of achieving a regularized schedule for reporting and to increase their efforts to further use digital technologies. However, the biennial resolution did not endorse certain detailed proposals made by the Chairs and corresponding resources to implement them, such as the one for an eight-year predictable schedule of reviews. 
 On the occasion of Human Rights Day last year, the Geneva Human Rights Platform in cooperation with the Office and the Directorate of International Law of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, organized an informal meeting of the Chairs and focal points on working methods, who also had the opportunity to meet with member States and other stakeholders. The meeting explored the latest developments on the treaty body system and sought to identify possible ways forward to improve harmonization of procedures and brainstorm on the way forward. The Chairs and focal points on working methods, also had the opportunity to interact with the coordination committee of special procedures mandate holders, who was also meeting in Geneva during the same time. The exchange was very rich in sharing practices on issues of common concern, such as the independence and actual or potential conflict of interest of experts, and on ensuring an “all mechanisms” approach to the many challenges the human rights mechanisms are facing.   
 The coordination unit will be reaching out to the Chairs and Committee focal points to ensure that the coordination on working methods continues to take place, especially in preparation for the forthcoming Chairs meeting in June. 
 OHCHR will continue to work alongside the Chairs and all the treaty body experts to strengthen the system, using all the opportunities at our disposal to advance this essential work. 

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
At this session, you will hold dialogues with six parties to the Convention: The Dominican Republic, the European Union, Palau, Tuvalu, and Vietnam, and examine their reports on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
You will also review individual communications under the Optional Protocol.
Likewise, the Committee will hold a Day of General Discussion on 20 March 2025 on the right of persons with disabilities to participation in political and public life, aimed to help it to elaborate a General Comment article 29 of the Convention.
On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to express appreciation for the Committee members, the State parties to the Convention, and all stakeholders who have actively prepared their work in advance of the 32nd session. Aware that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next three weeks, I will conclude here by extending my very best wishes for a successful and productive session.
Thank you for your attention.
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