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Excellencies, distinguished Members of the Committee, delegates, representatives of the civil society, and UN colleagues,

It is a privilege for me to address, on behalf of UNISDR, the opening of the 17th session of the Committee of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. I would like to thank the Committee for this opportunity.
The work of the Committee is critical to advance the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (Sendai Framework), adopted at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in 2015, and endorsed by the UN General Assembly with its resolution 283/69.
Through the Sendai Framework, countries have agreed and committed to make disaster risk reduction “accessible”. Accessibility and inclusivity are core principles of the Sendai Framework and many of its provisions include measures aimed at ensuring the translation of these principles into action.
Therefore, there is a very strong complementarity between the Convention, in particular art. 11, and the Sendai Framework, in that the former defines the obligation to “ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk” and the latter articulates how this obligation can be discharged. A very interesting synergy between soft law and hard law instruments.
UNISDR praises the Committee for the inclusion of the Sendai Framework’s key tenets into the revised Guidelines on periodic reporting to the Committee on art. 11. This is significant and very timely guidance which will assist State parties in ensuring that future strategies and plans on disaster risk reduction, expected to be adopted by 2020 as stipulated in the Sendai Framework’s target (e), have a strong and clear accessibility approach built in them. As such, the adoption or update of national strategies for disaster risk reduction is a major window of opportunity at hand to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities, and the Committee can play a significant role through its concluding observations and recommendations to State parties.
In this context, UNISDR considers the increasing inclusion of disaster risk considerations and the use of the Sendai Framework in its Concluding Observations to State parties very important and helpful and looks forward to further guidance from the Committee. 
It is also important to mention that in 2016 the UN International Law Commission (ILC) adopted in 2nd reading a set of draft articles and related commentaries on the topic of the protection of persons in the event of disasters, including a draft article – Art. 9 – on the legal duty to reduce disaster risk, and recommended the elaboration of a convention on the basis of these articles. The General Assembly has invited Governments to submit comments concerning the recommendation by the Commission and to further discuss on 2018. The work of the ILC is a significant development in that it further contributes to the definition of regulatory frameworks and obligations concerning disaster risk reduction and thus complements the obligation set in art. 11 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Looking forward, and in light of the increasing trends in disaster risk and disasters, the Committee may want to consider the adoption of a general comment on Art. 11 to further clarify the obligations of State parties concerning situations of risk, and in particular to prevent the creation of new risk and reduce existing risk, as indicated in the Sendai Framework, for the protection of persons with disabilities.

I would also like to recall a recent important development. On 2 February 2017, the UN General Assembly endorsed the recommendations of the “open-ended intergovernmental expert working group on indicators and terminology relating to disaster risk reduction” on a set of global indicators to monitor progress against the seven global targets of the Sendai Framework, and a set of terms with annotations to foster coherence and a shared understanding in reducing disaster risk. It is worth noting that “the working group encourage(d) Member States to commence or, as appropriate, further enhance the collection of data on disaster loss disaggregated by income, sex, age and disability, with the engagement of the national statistical offices and in accordance with the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics, and to start reporting disaggregated data”.

Finally, from 22 to 26 May the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction – which is the main biennially multistakholder global forum on disaster risk reduction, and is the mechanism to take stock of the implementation of the Sendai Framework – will hold its next meeting in Cancun, Mexico. It is anticipated that in the Working Session on “Inclusive and People Centred Disaster Risk Reduction” the question of accessibility will feature prominently. Also, with the strong commitment and generosity of the host country, Mexico, and other partners such as the Nippon Foundation and civil society organisations, a lot of work is going into making the event in itself accessible; to this aim, a number of measures are being taken, including through the use of robots and video screening to provide access from remote locations in Fiji, Bangladesh, Brussels and Washington, as well as sign language interpretation, closed captioning and equipment to overcome physical barriers. In the same spirit, the upcoming European Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction, which will take place in Istanbul, Turkey, from 26-28 March, has an accessible website and will have sign language interpretation during its sessions. The government of Turkey is strongly determined to make the Forum’s meetings accessible and is providing generous support to this aim.
UNISDR is deeply committed to accessibility and inclusivity, and to support your future work in partnership with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the wider Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Thank you
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