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I. Introduction
This submission is presented to the UN Committee Against Torture (CAT) for its 80th session, in which Turkey's compliance with the Convention Against Torture (UNCAT) will be reviewed. The submission highlights how the systematic crackdown on lawyers in Turkey undermines legal safeguards against torture, as outlined in the TALI-IBAHRI report.
II. Context and Background
Since the failed coup attempt in 2016, the Turkish government has engaged in a systematic campaign of repression against the legal profession. This has included arbitrary detainment, imprisonment, and harassment of lawyers, particularly those defending clients accused of terrorism-related offenses. These actions violate international legal standards, including the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers.
III. Key Issues and Concerns
1. Arbitrary Detention and Unfair Trials
Over 1700 lawyers have been prosecuted, with at least 700 remanded to pretrial detention. Many of these detentions occur without proper authorization and are based on broad and vague charges under Turkey’s anti-terrorism laws. This climate of fear and repression discourages lawyers from taking on cases involving allegations of torture and ill-treatment, thereby undermining the legal profession's role in safeguarding against torture.
2. Violation of Special Procedures
Lawyers in Turkey should be prosecuted only under special procedures outlined in Law No. 1136 (Code of Lawyers). This includes protections against pretrial detention and requires authorization from the Minister of Justice for prosecutions. The widespread disregard for these procedures has resulted in the unlawful detention and prosecution of lawyers, further weakening the safeguards against torture.
3. Criminalization of Legal Activities
Lawyers are being targeted for their professional activities, particularly those representing clients accused of terrorism. This has led to the effective criminalization of their legitimate professional duties. The association of lawyers with their clients' alleged offenses has created a hostile environment that hinders lawyers from vigorously defending their clients, including those who may have been subjected to torture.
4. Suppression of Bar Associations
The Turkish government has significantly interfered with the independence of bar associations. This includes shutting down associations, prosecuting their members, and passing laws that reduce their influence. Bar associations play a critical role in monitoring and reporting torture and ill-treatment. The suppression of these bodies compromises the ability to provide effective oversight and protection against torture.
5. Torture of Lawyers: 
There are instances even lawyers were tortured during police custody. For instance, Turkish lawyer whose name is Erdem Semih Yildiz was detained and tortured in Ankara Police HQ. Erdem Semih Yildiz who was a lawyer in a case in which many defendants were tortured, was detained and also tortured. In his statement dated 12 March 2019 before the prosecutor victim lawyer said he was subjected to physical and psychological torture during police custody.[footnoteRef:1] Likewise lawyers M.D. and M.A. were tortured at Ankara Police HQ in the aftermath of the coup attempt.[footnoteRef:2] Although, they filed criminal complaint about these case, the prosecutors issued non-prosecutiond decisions. [1:  https://arrestedlawyers.org/2019/05/25/turkish-lawyer-who-represents-a-torture-victim-was-also-tortured-and-detained/]  [2:  https://arrestedlawyers.org/2017/08/02/the-scream-of-tortured-turkish-lawyer/
https://arrestedlawyers.org/2017/08/05/876/
] 

IV. Implications for Compliance with UNCAT
The crackdown on lawyers in Turkey directly contravenes several articles of the UNCAT:
Article 2: The failure to prevent acts of torture and the lack of safeguards to protect those at risk.
Article 12: The inadequate investigation of allegations of torture and ill-treatment due to the repression of legal professionals.
Article 13: The intimidation and harassment of lawyers prevent individuals from seeking legal recourse for torture and ill-treatment.
Article 16: The broader pattern of repression against lawyers contributes to inhumane and degrading treatment, undermining the overall framework of protections against torture.
V. Recommendations
We call on the Committee to consider asking to implement following recommendations:
1. Ensure Judicial Independence: Guarantee the independence of the judiciary and prosecution services in accordance with international standards.
2. Amend Anti-Terror Legislation: Revise anti-terrorism laws to prevent their misuse against lawyers and ensure they comply with international human rights standards.
3. Protect Lawyers from Harassment and Reprisal: Implement measures to protect lawyers from arbitrary arrest, prosecution, and detention, and ensure they can perform their duties without intimidation.
4. Strengthen Bar Associations: Support the independence of bar associations and cease government interference in their operations.
5. Investigate Torture Allegations: Ensure prompt, thorough, and impartial investigations into all allegations of torture and ill-treatment and hold perpetrators accountable.
6. Comply with International Rulings: Adhere to rulings from the European Court of Human Rights and other international bodies regarding the protection of legal professionals and the prevention of torture.
VI. Conclusion
The crackdown on lawyers in Turkey severely undermines the legal safeguards against torture and ill-treatment, contravening Turkey's obligations under the Convention Against Torture. We urge the Committee to address these concerns in its review and to press Turkey to take immediate and effective measures to restore the rule of law and protect the rights of legal professionals.

###

The Arrested Lawyers Initiative (TALI) began its activities in 2016, in Brussels, Belgium. Since then, TALI has been monitoring the situation of lawyers and human rights defenders in Turkey and publishing periodic news reports and legal reports. TALI circulates these reports through bar associations in Europe, as well as UN Special Rapporteurs. TALI published reports in English, Italian and Spanish. TALI is a member of the International Observatory for Lawyers. 
##End##


Appendices: 
Report: A Profession on Trial: The Systematic Crackdown Against Lawyers in Turkey and 3 news report covering torture incidents against lawyers.
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